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Through the Chilcotin.

A CORRESPONDENT TELLS OF A TRII® OV ER TMHE
FERTILE PRATRIES I8 TIE MONTH OF
FEBRUARY,

What is aur young Cauadian land.
I3 it fair Norembega's steand,

Or Sape Bretan by the sea,

Quebee, Ontario, Acadie,

e Manttoba's loner-deched plas,
Or fair Columbiz’s mountain chamn
Canany part from strand to straml
e a Canadian's fatherland ¥

Nay ! for our young Canadian jand

I3 wreater, gramder far than these ;

1t stresches wide ot either haad
Between the world?s two mighty seas,
50 let no hostile lines divide

Tie ficlds one fe 4 shonld fresly roam ;
Gaul, Norman, Savon—xide by'side,
And Canada, cur nadive home,

From sea to sea, from strand o strand,
Spreads our Canachian fathertand,

~—Fdelis

Leaving Empire at the early break of morn,
while the winter scene around was dreary ag
winter scene could be, the forest trees clothed
in their frosty garbs and the hosom of old
Mothor Earth looking desolate in ker wiater
wrappings, the prospects of a pleasant and en-
joyable trip were uausually bright,  With all
their wintry surroundings those forest treos—
the spruce, fir, pine aad maple, emblems of our
native land—had an attractive appearanco
about them, which served to make the trip all
the more ctjoyable,

The distance from Empire valley to \WV. \Wy.
cott's is 12 miles. lu constructing a road from
Empire to Haoceville this would be the only
diflicult point to contend with, the upproach
to St. Mary'sriver; but, after all, this docs
not require any great engincering feal Lo over.
come. A good, substautial bridge would bo
necessary, as the present one isin a most de.
plorable state and unsafe to cross. 1lero 1 saw
quite a few of the bounding deer, and a gray
aud bald.headed ecagle, perched upon a treo
within 50 feet of me, apparently contented,
aud scemingly unconcerncd 83 to my appear
ance.  Well might theic timidity be sanctioned,
as the carcass of a deer lay at no great dis-
tance off.

Some 26 miles of a ride broszeht me to what
is known as the Home ranch, owned by the
Canadian \Western Raunching Company.  Hare
1 passed a pleasant cvening with Mr. Boyant,
who was feeding 100 head of calves. The
morning followed rather cloudy, which made
the surronnding woods of fir and pine rather
obscured.  Fiftcen miles, and I was at the
bauk of Big Creck, at the margin of the Chil.
cotin plains or prairies.  Fiftecen miles from
Big Creck arc the residences of Messrs. Minton
and Bergue, the country consisting chicfly of
prairic apen land, with belts of timber here and
there. The snow was ouly about four inches
deep. Messrs. Miunton and Bergue devote their
time to stock ranching and farmiug, and thoy
have without a doubt onc of the fincst farms in
the Province. The crops have yiclded 3,000
pounds to the acre and an average througaout
of 2,000 pounds. A mile or two from Minton’s
is the Stone Indian reserve.  “Lhe Indians of
this triboe formerly made their liviog by hunt-

.
.

ing nud trapping, but since the advent of the
white man, thoy have changed their mode of
livelihood by tilling the soil.  Mr. Hunes and
Johnston brothers’ ranches are also models.
Horo tho snow was only a couple of inches
deop, ‘T'ho river is crossed on rolid ice, and
some three miles furthor on is the finest reserva.
tion of the Aunahan tribe,  They have sowe
threo or four thousand acres of the finest lend
that one could cast his eyes upon, with a large
strenm of water Hlowing through the very heart
of it. 1 counted a dozen women oun the top of
w shed roof nnd prabubly theice that nuwmber of
children, all us busy asa swarm of bees in o
hive. INweh had paus in their hands—this iy
thoir system of cleaning grain in the wind., [
thought to myself it wus a strange procedure,
Only o fow yards off wvas a funning mill, and
slill it was not in use 1 have no doubt that
the mill belonged to a private individual, The
womon presented a neat, tasty appearance, and
1 would judge are fond of biight colors, though
many cxhibit considerable taste by the selec-
tion of dark shades, suited to their complexions,
This tribe vaise o large amount of grain, and
have goodly buildings on their reserves. A
church loomed high up among the buildings,
telling that horo the footholds of Christianity
have been planted by the carly missionaries :
still with all the preaching of religion, the
mind of the Chileotin Iudian is full of weird
and strange fancies and imaginations. Group-
ing in darkness, in almost total ignorance of
the vast discoveries of science, with nothing to
guide his crring steps, it is no wonder that in
his blinl strugg'es to solve the sceret problems
which are more or less a mystery to us all--the
origin of man and the creation of the world-—
that ho has wrought ont the varied mixture of
ignorance, supcrstition and vulgar imagivation
which mainly compose his legends and tradi-
tions, Doubtless many of his theories are based
upoa actual occurrences in the remote ages,
which he has mingled with his own faucies;
others upon the cxploits and achievements of
his ancestors, though the great number are
pure fictions, fairy tales and stories, handed
down from geucration to generation.

1 awm told there arc gome 200 aborigines on
this reeerve. ‘Their feocing spoke well of their
cateepriso and industey.  The great draw.back
in the small roturne of cropsscemstolayinthede.
ficient tillugo of the soil; whether this iy for the
want of hotter implements or hetter stecrage
of tho plow I do not know, but my impression
is that both are Jacking. 1 the Indian agents
would only explain to thum the physical points
of successful farming, I wwm sure the poor
indians would derive much benefit therefrom.
A fow miles further on Nightingale and Hemer
are rcachied.  Here 1 saw some fine samples of
wheat ond oats raised on the ranch. The
wheat was slightly touched with frost, but as
the past scason had been frosty through all
parts of the world, Chilcotin was not excmpt.
This being the end of my journcy I returned
to Haunceville.—~Vatract from apecial corres-
poadence to tho Vancouver World,
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Tho contract for the repairs to the Dominion
Govorumont steamer Quadra has heen awarded
to tho Albion Jron Works, of Victoria. The
ropalrs will occupy about 60 days.

British Columbia Mining ’rospects
W, B, M. Davidson, 1.0, S., Associate Royal
school of Miues, arrived in Vernon recently
from o profcssional visit to the Kootenay Lake
and Slo can districts,” saysthe Vancouver News-
Advertisee. * \While there he completed Dr.
Dawsen's map of that zection, filling in the
country hetwegn Kootenay aud Arrow lakes,
and examined the principal mines and prospects
in both the new and old camps. e formed o
very high opinion of the futuro miniug possibili-
ties of that region, but states that the develop-
ment of its mineral resources is being enor-
mously retarded by the exorbitant prices at
which mere prospects are held. Speaking of
British Columbia generally, Mv, Davidson said
that in his capacity of mining eapert ho had
been employed in almost every mining country
in the world, but had never secen mineral so
widely distributed aud in such quantity as in
thig provirce. He considered British Colum-
bia the coming bullion producing country of

world.” -
—————

Sheep Grazing in British Columbia.

A news item in another column is to the cf-
fect that a herd of S,900 sheep had been driven
down from Chilcoten and are feeding alonyg
ot creek range and that the ranchers in that
locality are very much opposed t~ it. Com-
plaints of thet natuie from the interior of Brit-
ish Columnbia have been frequent and as the
attention of stock wen of that proviace has
been turping to sheep raising the preservation
of ranges is fast becoming a subject for scrious
consideration.  The chief objection to shcep
pasturing on the ranges occupied by cattle is
that they grazz very close, which, with their
sharp trotters, destroy the roots of the grass,
thus causing it to die and impoverishing the
ranges. Of course, sheep raising isalegitimate
occupation and it is very diflienlt to legislate
against it or adjust the interests betwecn cattle
aud sheep ranchers.  Wha, makes the matter
of immediately scrions coacern is that the older
cattle ranges of British Columbia are alrcady
overgrazed, the effect of which on the beef in-
dustry of the province is already beiug felt and
which was clearly perceptible last summer in
the lurge and ununusal export of beeves from
Manitoba and the Northwest. If sheep are
allowed to overrun these ranges their destruc.
tion will be made complete.

To some extent legislation has been directed
towards a protection of the cattle interests and
during the last session of the legislature Col.
Baker, the new minister of immigration and
education, cmphasized-the neccssity of action.
But clearly, there must be a more definite divie
sion of the raunges, and the two, cattle and
sheep, kept apart.  How this is to be accom-
plished satisfactorily and fairly to parties con-
cerned, is a problem.

In any event ranching methods must be re-
vised in order to sccure a perimanency of stock
raising.  More attention is occessary to the
feeding of cattle in the winter. Very few of
the ranchers fexd and as a result in spring time
cattle are too poor for the market. In the
north when there was a limited wmarket to sup-
ply, the over stocking of ranges did not enter
into consideration and grass was chundant; but
now conditions have been altercd, and ensilago
or some other system of supply is requisito to




