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sent agre to establisli i the spiritual c1zaracicr of C'/n'zst's kingdon, partieli-
lu'ly aq affecting its relation to the kingdoms of the earthi and flic %voîldat, largre.

Ouir Lord ttaughIt finit lus Il kinîgdoin ias fot of' this w'orld." Whcin bis
disri1)les iiunderstood its nature, lie instruceted tlieni by flie dcclaratioi,

Tite kiiugdomi of' God is u'it/,in !loi,." lIs subjeets are sjiritual. Il Ye are
flot of' the worid, but I have clioben yotu out of' tlic wor-lt." Whien, men de-
sire(l its establishmient aidii the pompons dicoiation., of'e-artlîly grandeur, lie
t.tang.lt tluen finit Il the kingdoni of' God cor-nethl flot witlu olhetrvation." Al
lis s;erv,]ie are spirituial. "God is a spirit and the)- that %vorsIii) him must
wor-ship) hinm in spirit and in truth." II The kingdloi of Godl is not meat and
dr1inik, bunt rihe s santi pence and Joy iii the Iloly (irlîost." Its privi-
lecres are spurîtlual. W len twvo of' the fas'ored di:sciples askced that " they
xight 4it. the one on bis ri(ylt liand aund file othier on 1lt, ipft in bis iion
lie Said, "lye Kniov nl wat yes-, and lie prom ised tliat tlieir reign sluould
lie wvit)i lini hieueatteu' in glorv. And. especially, it is to be maintained and

adbuîcdk spiritual meanus "If'iiiy kingdom iveu'e of'thi.; world dhen. would
xny servants figlit." " Tite 'ipons ut' Our 1warfarc are flot aua"

.Now we dIo nfl sav thuut thie great trulli of the Clunrelu's spiritual indepen-
denve wvas uniknovn lîeficre, but we do siuy thiat it wvas neveu' f'nilly appreciated,
We (10 Sav tlait ils 1h11 b earingr lin application w cu'e never fiilly uinder-stood.
1-ence the Churclu at ail f'oriner limes sought to ho cstablished by the civil
power. and regarded thtis a, flic grcatcst (it eartluly advantages. Yet Dow it
1z; be2iniingit to ho seeui as the tehinig utf ail past hiistory, that tbis neeessari-
ly ttends to file seularization of file Chuirch. It lias destroyed tue spiritual
character of' ils meunbership, confotinding the subjeets of the State witli the
mernbership of' the Cbi'chl. It lias dimmed tue spiritual glor of ils worship
by surrotinding il ivitlu thie pagcîuntry ot'worldly glory-" the migit and mas-
tery," as Dr Clualmer.3 called it, of'an esîabiihed Church. It bas connecled
civil imniunities wiîb the observance of religious ordinauîces ; and, espeeially,
it bias, substittnîed for the simple spiritual uneans whicbi the Churclu's King
bas appointcd the caî'nal -%ve-,potiz of' the civil power. Indeed, -%vhatever be
tue pau'ticnflar regulations of'an establislîcd Clitirecb, its v'cuy f'oundation prin-
cip1i- is a depeadance on camnai weapons for the promotion of the interests of'
the Church.

It lia-; heeu and stili is the work of' flie tge to establislu the important truth
of the spiritual charactet' or tbe (hurch and( its independence ot ail woî'lly
poiverus. This i'aà the great pu'încîple ot' flie Volu:ut:u'y controversy. This
wvas tue pu'inciple a thue found'ation ot' the noble struggle oft' de Free Chntrch,
tliuugbh t buse iio;-t deeply inteî'eýted in Ihat stuggle did flot understand the
full beau'ing of flie gret principle f'oi' whli tluey were contending. They
liad to learui (but they are iio%' learning) thte truth that the Cliurch lias as
much to fear fu'orn CSasr's gold as f'u'onu Causau"s swoî'd, and the gYreat princi-
pie that God bas giv'en bei' ail time u'esonm'ccs u'equisite fbr tbe ivo'k whiclb site
lias te accompiisi in thue %woîrd.* Secessions have also taken place in France,

$Tho aiithor regrets te hecar that theso sentiments have licou eons7udered offensive te his
brettron of the Frec Chureh. Nothiuug could be farther f'roin bis intention than tb utter any
tluing of the kind. lie bas not t it knecesgary te atter miny thing that ho bas written. He
may bc wrong in his opinion, that the principte of the spiritual indepondenco of the Cburch,
for which the Froc Church bias becn conbcnding, must letud tu tho relinquishunient of ait de-
pondancc upon tbc ciyil pomvor for support. lie nuay ho iwrong in biis bel iof that Froc Church-
mon are changing their opinion regarciing the effucacy of tie Voluntary principlo, and tho va-
lue of Stato suppocrt te religion. lie bolit-ves that ho can adduce high authority in tho Free
Chureb iii support o? bis view. Buot whiethcr ri-hl or n'rong, be caninot bolieve that intelligent
and candid mniers of that body wil objeot tu the froc expression o? bis sentimnent-, on thi3
sebject, particulariy iwbon in this vem'y paragraph hoe bas ghoivn ovory disposition te do justice
te the Free Church, in ivhat hoe had there calced thoir «, noble struggblo."
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