
IHE ALI. DIA ATHENAEUM.

read anything else, the newspa4per is almogt
the oxily source of information, It, along
with other periodicals, has taken the place of
books to a great extent, and now seems to be
taking the place of the pulpit and the plat-
form.

While it aids us in procuritng kn-iowledgre
about a multitude of subjects, its special mnis-
sion seems to be the difftision of information
respectiug C"en*uV. eveutqs. Uow far it is sue-
cessful iii the wq-,ork it undertakes, and where
it fails, is not easy Lo determitie. Therty'is
the greateat diversity ini it:s character, iieces-
sari1" producing a corresponding diversity ini
its eif.acts on the minds of readers. If it su-
plies the public with correct inft>rmation on
current events and subjects of general inter-
est; if it stimulates research and mental acu-
men; if it hroadeixs men's minds and iii-
duces ini them a liberal spirit towards opi-
ions dîfl'ering frorn their own ; so far it surely
accomplishes its missioii. But on the other
hand, when it is insincere, or low in its moral
and intellectual toile; w'hen it serves the i-

terests of a clique or party regardkees of other
intereste; wheil it pandérs to corriupt taste,
or rouses evil are'icies, which mighit other-
wise have slumb*ered, then jf certainly fail8
in its high work as a public educator.

As, sucli, it certainly encourages breadth of
knlowledgre, but it often does so at the expense
of depth. From its veryaiature it caix present
littie more than bare facts, stripped of every-
thing except their most immediate conditions
and. consequences. If, 4roinoe further than
this, it attexnpts to geaneralize and make ini-
ductions, since its observations are of nt;ces-
sity limited ftnd hasty, ifs conclusions are
often fallacious ; and thus its oracular utter-
aùcea of one day must often. be xnodified on1
the iiÂ3xt. If its readers would discriminate
and-compare the facts if presents, and find in
thein principles and laws, they must acquire
the antecedent and necessary training from
some other source.

In this connection we observe that the
newspaper §eems to have a decided affinity
for educational systems ;of a particular cast.
T-2ke a iew well known ýexampkes. The Am-
erican systemn tenide to the diffusion of know-
ledge among ail classes, and is therefore liable

to 8acrifice quality to quauitity; the Germanl
systern, aiming especial1y'ýat thoroughiless, lias
a reverse teiidencye;whilt> the English holds a
mean. course betwoen the other two. ;Noxv
iii America (i. e., Canada and the United
States,) there is a nev.spaper for every five or
six thousand poople,-a rate about five times
aè great as that in Gerinany, and three'times,
as great as that in Britain.

In general, the newspaper exerts ii unifyincg
influence. It lifts individuals out of the nar-
row worlds they make for theniselves, and
imites them, iii the coxumon, interests of mnan-
kind. It is edncating us to fally accept thE;
doctrine of " universal brotheiho d." E3ut ite
real influonce iii moulding thv mniid and
moras if the~ individua], and iii shapii.g the

character- and destiny of' the race, ean ixever
lie ;exactly estirnated.' The part it plays iii
the grand drama of h istory cain at ver be writ-
ten. We knlo% that it is and wvi11 be powver-
fui, but we do not kno'w how powerful.

Frustration'.

I dreamed near da-w' a lofty and loively dream
Whose vaporous giandeurs, -.roucrhtb

sleep's dim hands,
In inxjesty of mernory.always gleim

Out from niy past, ilike towera; from I. mle-
ly lands!

I dreamned that Science, after wand -riings .Ieet
Or ~ ~ l difci lxbigs wvith slow labored

breath,
Had plauted lier divinlely insolent feet

On the weird boundaries between life and
deatli!

Throned âmong w'il4 acclivities, brave and
strong,

She Ioomed v..ith maiden stature terribly
briglit.

Bleow lier surgred a mýrveIing« hun >an throng;
]3eyond lier was etexiity'z,. wall of îiight!

The great mass roared..Iike-somne wide tur bu-
lent sea..

And now from their v tgue midst a voice
rangc bold:

"'O, speak ! our suppliant world beseechès the
Divulgre fwhat mysteries those dee±p eyes be-

hold! "


