fiendish, barbed tails before our eyes. They
peep and mutter. Lifeis a burden. The fu-
ture leers upon us. The years ave prickly
with———Hulloa! We’ve been
Great snakes, what a horrid dream!

Last year an article appeared in the AT
ENEUM criticising the loose regard paid to
the wearing of eaps and gowns and appealing
to the Faculty to impose more stringent re-
qnirements in relation thereto. Nothing has
been done in the matter ; and there is cause
for complaint. If the custom is to survive
it should survive in decency. At present it
may justly be called threadbare and ragged.
A large number have no gowns, a larger
nuinber have no caps, and this in face of the
expressed rule of the college. On public oc-
casions a few appear in full dress, and only a
few. And, then, instead of putting on his
gown and walking to the hall, the modest
young man frequently squeezes it under his
arm and dons it when he has reached the ent-
rance.  This, no doubt, is suggestive of a
resiving disposition, but it is not pavtienlarly
araceful or dignifed. We do not much
wonder that this “cat-in-a-strange-garret”
feeling prevails, when we consider how rarve-
ly gowns are worn.  From the number we
have heard express dissatisfaction with the
present state of affaivs, we believe that a
lavge proportion, of stadents desire a change
and a thovough one.  Butunless some abdo.
lute requirement is made there is no hope of
the desived veform. Hence we look to the
Faculty. It would be in many ways hetter
if the old custom of weaving the gowns every
day were revived, and though we have not
space to diseuss the reasons in fuli, one may be
named. In the college are some students who
have plenty of money, and others who  have
painfally little.  The former are ableto wear
gaod clothes, the latter not.  When both are
in ovdinavy attire a distinction is obvious. If
gowas were worn all would appear on an
equal footing. The impecunious student
could wear his old coat without suffering
continual mortification. In this way the
gown wonld serve an cconomieal purpose;
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asleep. |

but at present every cap andgown purchased
is an extra drain on the pwse.  To many
this is a consideration of some moment. In
view of this fact, aud others which a little
reflection will suggest, we ask that attention
may be given to the subject.

Mrs. Partington is extremely anxious that
Tke should be invited to precipitate in the
coming econcert.  She says he has made sueh
progress hoth in influential and foeal masic
that he would do eredit to any musewm in
the province, and that he is the most incom-
batable.schoodent of the avt who has yet come
under her operation.

Our Exchanges.

One of our most ardnous daties is this writing
of exchange notes, and were it not that we mizht
be thought not to appreciate the friendly visits
of our contemporaries we would like sometimes
to excuse onrselves from the task. As we have
been able only to glanee hastily over our exclange
list for the present month our notices must of ne-
cessity be brief.

Many of onr exchanges this year have come to
us greatly improved both in appearance and in
contents. This we are pleased to note. The end
to be gained by college jonrnalism is not very well
defined. but we believe thaf it is accomplishing
a goad work in the interests of our educational
institutions, while it gives students a. good idea

' of what is being done in ather Tustitutions besides

theirown. Thereis one pleasant feature abontcol-
lege journals,we bear exch ofliet’s weaknesses with
more equanimity than mosk other literary peviod-
icals do.  Oceasionally some ardent youth gets
liold of the exclhange gquill, and with ideas no
broader than the walls of his sapelion, con-
struets some formidable eriticisms. rather might
we say, hyper-eriticisma.  This, we arve told, is an
age ol criticism. and we believe that eriticism
forms an important facfor in the literatave of the
day; but when it atiempts to rnle ont of existence
other branches of literatme quite as legitimate as
itself, and in many respeets iks snpervior, it has
stepped bayond ils proper bounds.  The ideal
poetry, and general literature of criticism is not
always that which meets the wants >f veal life;
and any aktempt to set prescribed lamits, or to
measure out the living thoughts of writers Ly a
rule-aud-compass method, will he as futile as the
builiding of airv-castles, o the atteinpt to twist
ropes of saud.  One exception to the generval leni-
ency of ecollege critics we noticed lately in the




