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country-with: hobby patriotism, hobby medicins, hobby’
ssiance, hobby raligion, hobby morality, and hobby im-
mogality. Dunces, who. never before had but one
thougbt in. their heads, and that a foolish one, cling to
that with the tenacity of instinct. ‘To be sure, they
are very candid gentlemen. Their constent cry is,
«'Eldmine before you condemn!” Ah! examine !
Bt since the'ldmen:ed decease of Methuselah, human
existerncs has been unfortunately abridged, and humat
knowledge has been unfortunately enlarged, and it is
truly the ceolest piece of impudence imaginable to ex~
pect that'a man will devote his little life to the task of
examining and exploding humbugs, to end at fourscore
in astablishing a principle of evidence he should have
taken on trust.in histeens. It would seem better to
ride &.habby of one’s own, rather than te.give one’s
whale attention to discover the value of the hobby of
others; and still better, in order to save lime, to submit
to gssessment.  In our country, the hobhy mongers
are in"the ascendant, and the right to mind one’s own
business must bs purchased of these idle dunces, ma-
lignantly developed into voluble bores.—E. P.Whipple.

How we Make_Criminals.

It is a fact concedéd, that notwithstanding the vagt
miterial progress ‘we are meking ; notwithstanding our
fred* instifutions ;* notwithdtanding: our ‘newspapsis,—
crimey linstead -of - diminishing, grows more Yormidable
continually. - Why<is thig? We 'will endeavor 1o ex~
plainthe-apparent paradox. The solution is at once a
warning-and rebuke. ‘ g ’

The: great highway to erime i3, acknowledged to be
intamperance... On. this.point, men of all parties, all
sects, and; a'l localities -are agreed. Our lawyers con-
cedeit, our judges preclaim it, jailers attestit. Thore
who.urge.a prohibitory law, and those who regard it as
unconstitutional, have no difference of opinion as to this,
fact. " Directly or indirectly, intemperance is chargeable
with three fourths of all the criines committed. Where
it doés not lead immediately to violations of the ldw, it
does remotely, by super-inducing poverty, or by brutal-
izing its vietim. If it fails to make the drunkerd him-
self an outlawy it takes its revenge by educating hig chil-
dren:for the:jail-or the gallows,

.Butothers, besides. the inebriatey share the guilt of in-
temperance. The.grand jury has declared that there are
fivg thongand grog-shops in Philadelphia, or an average
of ong to every. hundred men, women and children in
this great metropolia, . Thislegion of taverns, beer-shops,
and  hofels acls as a direct bounty on drunkenness.
With the extension of these resarts, as might have been
expected, the number of commitments has advanced
proportionably. A few years ago there was less than
balf*thé quantity of Jrinking saloons that there are now ;
and there are, at present, twite as many crimes‘as there
wergthen.  Yet these places exist either by direct sanc.
tion of. ti1e law or in consequence of a peglect to ad-
migisterthe Jasw.  In. either case society is priooziily to
bleme,, ..-We are. nll.alike. equally guilty in the metter.
Every;man. who. hag, a vote, every citizen who_ has ja.
flugnce, should, exert it to reduce the number of thess
auigances, if not entirely, extirpate them. , While they,
wgl}.igme.,.;qjiq i wyit at every corngr, jntempetancs
will zncrease, poverty. gain new victims,and the jall and.
gaflows fatten op their hécatomb: of human sacrifices,

bat théré ‘should be a wide Uifierence of opinion 38
10 the best way of eradicating intemperance it is natural

~

ool i e
to expect.  While we otrselves hold that there can be no
permanent reforns which does not begin with the individ-
aul,agxd that laws to be lasting must be founded oh the fxéd
qonvx‘ctions of the great body of the community, 'N’G
not prepared to condemn those who, in_view of this fre..
mendous evil, believe that penal statutes, in thiashe iu-
s&ance, may safely lead the public opinion. There may

© some social sores of such magnitude that nothing hyt
the cautery or the knife will effect a cure. Médigjne,
r the blaod may answer to less severe diseases,or may
ireserve the health of the patient after the exvision
ut intemperance may be so cancerous in iis natvig,
that, without it is first utterly extirpated, thiere is no lighe.'
Qne thingis certain, palliatives have not sufficed hitherta,
but have only seemed to aggravate the crime. With all
our enlightenment, we are, to speak out plainly,8 very'
drunken people. Free trade in taverns, has crowdgd gl
alms-houses, filled our prisons, and found constant vic=
tims for the gallows. Go around. the question as.we-
will, it comes back io what it was, Any law, which:-
will stay or cure the evil will be hailed by the pubdlic’as™
a wige enectment, If the prohibitory law will do it, let
us have the prohibitory law, and without any pmyigo re-
quiring the vote of the people. If the experiment after
a fais trial does not succeed, we can try something else.
-~ Philadelpiia Ledger.

A Bociable Bear. .

The following curious circymstance, which is said to
be true in every particular, is related in ¢ Lloyd's Scane
dinavian Adventures.” o

“ Two women, with four children, were tending their
cattle at a shealing far from home. It was the duty of
one of the women to tend the cattle in the forest, ‘while
the other occupied herself with houschold matters, and”
in looking afler the children. It so happened, howevér,
on the 23d of last Seplember, that while vne of the wos
toen, as usual, watched the cattle, the other absentad
herself for a short ime oo e visit to a neighbour, leav-
ing the children altogether to themselves, She had nat
bgen long away before they preceived two large brown
apimals, which they took to be cows, on the outside of,
thé fence, borderirg the patch of tlwaslure-,gliox!'ﬁd cqn-’
tiguous'to the hut. ~ All childrea are curious, and‘ipdif.
ferent of danger. Without consideration,’ thiérefafe,
they climbed over the fence, and made wp to thd"
creatures,

When the animals became aware of thé’
near approach of the children, the larger of the two comtv
pelied the smaller to lie down at the foot of a tsll' pine,
and then crouched by itsside asif te protect it from
harm. Whereupon the least of the childzen—that. af
{wo years of age—1without hesitation toddled directly. up
to the animals, and laid itself down likewise, with its,
head resting upon the belly of the larger one, humming .
at the same timg some nurgery song, as if reposing oa |
its mother’s lap ! the other children remained the whils
the quiet spectatoss of the scene. Wheén, hows eﬁ‘, the '
zldest had reflected a little, and had ceine fo the'cénéla-
gion that it was not a cow, but a bear, as wa# the 'fac,*
the child was toying with, she became sorely sffighted.
Meauwhile the infant, = “o could not remain long in' the
same position, presently rose from its hairy couch;, g&~
thered some blue berries growing hard by, and gave ther
to his bedfellow the bear, who immediately ate them

_yout of the babe’s hand ¢ the child next plucked & sprig

from p neighbouring bush, and offered it to the bewsi

Fivhich bit it in two, allowing the child to retain ong hally?



