
JANULA RY, 1901.

Cl-1LIN A IN TRANSITION.

We sec go- " The history of Ronie," says
ingr on under Dr. Gracey, *'is conipassed by
Our very eyes about a thousand years. But
one~ of the China lias hiad a settled formi of
most extraor- goveriinient for forty centuries.

~fV ~dinary move- Anicient Turanian and Aztec ip
mnents that tions, Grcece, IRonie, Persia, As-
the world lias syria, an(l Babylon, have risen,.cul-
evetr w~itxîess- flh1inate(l and (lecline(l, wvhile the
e d. The great IIine goveriiiient lias surviveci
empire of

China, wvhich is estiniate(l to, con-
tain one-tird of the hunian race.
lias been for centuries the svnîbol
oi arrested development and im-
mobile stability. Four thousand
ycars ago it haàd reached -a civiliza-
tion almost as great as tlîat wvhich
it possesses to-day. China lias a
consecutive lîistory, dating back
twvo thousand years, and more, be-
fore the Christian era, when it hiad
an elective monarchyv. The xîames
aidc dates of fiftyý-eiglt mionarchis
liefore Roniulus founded Rome are
extant. -" It.s authentic aunais
reacli back beyond Abrahiar. It
wvas substantially wlîat it is noNw---
and wvhat it hiad beexi for tlîree
thousand years-when the shores
of Britain echoed -the first war-cry
of our invading barbaric fathers."
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iuruii tnirry changes or uynasty.
China wvas coiisolidatedl as a gov-
elliniietît B.C. ioSS, andl substituted
lier present forin of governiment
for the feudal two huntdred and
twenty years before Chirist, thus
eniancipatingy lier people from the
fetudal systemn before the Clhristian
era. Thie iaif -dozen nornadic
tribes froni tlîe region of the Cas-
pian Sea, wlio settle(l iii the basins
drained* by tlîe Yellow and Yancr-
tse rivers, are to-day the greatest
miultitude.of people gathered under-
one government to be found on the.
face of the globe, and Pekcin
(till Iast August) the oldest-exist-
inýr cap)ital of any country.

" A thousand years before
Romuluis dreamed 4;f building the
Seven-Hilled Citv the -Chinese
-%vere a peaceful and prosperous


