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of bis life s3houki ho publishod. Dr. Neesima
is niarried but has no childrena. l1o ranks,
officially, as a " correspond ing momber " oet
the A.morican Board and is the President
of the oducational institution -%ve have boon
describing., Amhorst College gave hiiin the
degree of LL.D. last yvear. is liealth is
.not good, yet hoe is able, te (Io înuch in
confection with bis newv scheme for the
University in wbich many of his country-
mon are taking a deep interest, anti whicli
is certain to exercise a very poverful'l and
heneficial. influence on the presont and
future generations of the 'Sunriso igo.

oi tlit ervahie.

PORAG~iE LA PRAIRIE.

SHIS rising town is situateti ou theo main
line of the C.P. railwvay,56 miles wvest

of Winnipeg, on a plain of large extent anti
phenomenal fertility. he district known
as the "Portage Plains" is acknowlcdged
to beonle of the best %vli at -Po %vin il(dbstricts
in the country, andi is porlmps nnexcelled
anywhere in thé world. The6 four largo
gtrain elevators, whichi, together wvali the
"Assinoboine Mills," form s0 conspicuious a
featuro in the larîidscape, bear emphiatic
testimony to the wonde6rfal capacity of the
soul, and the ox.tont, to wvhich it bias already
beon brought under cultivation.

The first white settier, otlier than mission-
aries, came here in 1860. The growvth ;vas
slow for sovoral years, andi wvhen incorpor-
ateti as a town, bi 1879, there were perhaps
flot more than one hundreti inhabitants. On
the approach of the railway it exj)erion-ed
a time of unhealthy inflation, still spokon
of as the Ilbuom, followed in due time by
the inevitable reaction. It lias again by a
steady, healthy gr'owth, reacheti a populçt-
tLion of fully 3 ,000, which -%ould undoub,-
edly be greator but for the lack of house
accommnodation. It is fast becoming an imi-
portant railway centre. Already thre
independent companies oporate their roatis,
and the prospects are good for one or two
additional lines within the present year.
The Public School is a large and hantisome
,brick building accomodating easily 500
papils. A most officient principal andi staff
of teachers are doing a noble work. Lans-
dovine College affords excellent facilities for

the study of the hiiglier 'branches of cdu.'
cation. The Homie for Incur-ables is nearing,
cunipietion. Thnro are four Banking inatitu-
tiens, a Landis fi tie office, threo weekly news-
papers andti otel accomminiodation, more
than ample. he Protestanit donom-inations,,
are nearly ali rol)reseflted, anti the few
Roman Catholie famnilies in the town anti
nighlborlioodi are inistoroti to by ocecasional.
suplplies froîn Winnipeg,,.

lai 1851, a Church of Englanti Mission was
foundeti for liaif-breeda andi lidians, by Arch.-
deacon Cochrane. Rov. Ilr. Robertson broke
ground on b(ýh-;If of the M1et1iodist; bodly about
1870 ; the Baptists began in I880; the Decip1es
in 1883, and thie Congregationalists in 1888.
The Presbyterian cause %vas startet ihera i
tho fall of 18138,%vwhon the Rex'. Mr. Fletcher
came to thé seulement as a missionary of the
CanadIa Presbyterian Chiuriûh. Service was helti
in the lieuse of Mr. Künîîethlî MeBain, oil the
River R'oad, until a log- churchi %vas huiît in.
the suinmer of 1872. For -, few years .Rev.
Alex. Fraser miiiistered Io the united charge
of Portage Plrairio and Burnside. Iii JuIy,
1875, 11ev. Allan Bell was ord,ý.inedl to tLe work
of the miiiistry andi was place.d over the united
charee. The congregation lîad thon a mem-
bers hip of lifeeii, but uzîder *tNr. Bell's foster-

igcare itgrewvto be at large andi influential
body of people. Iii 1881 Mr. Blswhole
services wvere confined te the Port age, %vhen a
handsomne elifîce was bui ltby tbe congregation.
In 1885 the chntrch -%vas destroyeti by fire, andi
and was replaceti during hIollow'ing year by
the present building, which occupies a more
central position. Iii Septemiber, 1888, Mr.
Bell aceepteci a call froîn a congregation in the
the State of Wisconîsin. The vacaney thus
causeti continueti until Iast July, -vhlen the
writer, formerly of Stratford, accepted a eall
andi was duly inducieti. Thîe chnrch lias
slace been enlarged by the additio.n of 230
sittings, and now affords ample accommoda-
tion for 650 people. Tho membership is
rapidly increasing anti is just a little short of
300. T he Sabbath-school and J3ible-class have
au average attendatnce of 300, with a roll of
about 350.

It is characteristie of thiis couintry Iliat our
young people take a deeper iii1eresýti u clîu.
wçorl. than those in the older port ions Qt our
Dominion do, andi ai-o mornt rtci eaiinoi iii
our Sunday-schools anti BIble-classes. Mayi
this feature ho as abiding as it is liopeful andi
cheering. For if the noble class of young
people can bo won for Christ, their influence
ivili tell with grand affect in mnoulding the
moral anti spiritual future of this great land.'
Thus will our church have a hieroismn equal,
te hier strength, a consecration cornmensurate
iviti ber resources, and a zeal to ma tch her
mighty opportunities. PETER WRIGHT.


