and may-hiap mors interested in Parliamen-
tary affuirs than in the immediate business
then cugiging the attention of his pious
coustituents, nevertheless condescendingly
reviprocated the kindly feelines between tne
congregation and their Catholic neighbonrs
which had been appropriately referced to in
the pertinent “cliarge to the people” an that
interesting occasion.  How much the con-
duct of the very celehrated Bishop Mae-
Donnell had to du in the cementing of these
fraternal ties, we shall not now stop to en-
quire. That Lis conduct however wis some-
what anomalons for a votary of Rome, is
coofirmed by many Protestants, It is re-
ported that, when acting as chaplain in
the British sirmy, he was wont to adminis-
ter mass to the adherents of his own fuith,
and then with great streteh of charity turn
round and preach a Gospel sermon to
liis Presbyterian countrymen.  And, after
he had subsequently cmigrated to America,
aund was placed among his countrymen
in Glengary, itis reported that his con-
duct here, was of a picce with his former
course—s<o much so that the more faith-
fu! votaries of the Virgin complained to the
Bishop that he had made a grand mistake
in % <ending them ammster and not a
priest” At any rate it is believed by all
that he held a warm side to the Chureh of
Scotland and lived on friendly and most
intimate terms with the rulers and adherents
in Glengary. In view of this no marve
that others besides Catholics should cast
more than a corious glimpse at his ashes,
which, as is well known, have been disturb-
ed after a repose in thar wative bed of
more than a score of yvears, and brought
Lere for exhibition to a thousand adwmir.
ing gazes, and then re-entombed in themidst
of a people who shall ever retain lus mem.
ory embalimed in their hearts

But enough of these fraternal and social
traits.  What we wish more especially 1o
remark is their momiand spiritual charac-
ter, and particurlarly their unflinching de
votion Lo the interests of our Zion there,
during the long carcer of difficulties and
trials through which they iad been called
upou to pass as a Church.  Without eater-
ing into the details of the setthng of these
hardy colonists, whoiadafterwards assumed
thie form of a Church, we may state that the
firstband of them, numberingafewhundreds
sel out from their native Gleaelg in the
vear 1795, After being tosced about,
their lives imperilled and their stores re-
duced to a scanty allowance, for 1S long
weeks on the angry Atlautic, their shat-
tered and nusafe barque at length reached
the New World, and discharged her eargo
of adventurers on the shore of I'rince
Edward Idand. lcre the hardy cmi-
grants spent the first winter, but on the
opening of the cnsuing season resumed
their journey in 2 bady, unul they halted
at length amid the forest of Lochicl. A
fow years subsequent to this another parnty
of fricnds followed : and these again were
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very soon followed by a third from the
sume seguestered parish of Glenelg, Inver-
nesssshire, 1t s neediess now to talk of
the many privations _of their new howe,
their hard struggles in clearing the forest,
the want of rouds to convey their scanty
produce to fur distaut mulis, the great dis-
tance in reaching market aud the very
little 10 be ettected when reached, aud all
the other hardships incident to new settle-
memts.  But itis worthy of remark that
amid all their strugeles in quest of tem-
poral comforts, they were not unmimiful
of orinsensible to the value ofhigher bles-
sings. Although immersed in such cares as
wouldseem calculated toeffuce the hallowed
recollection of Scotland’s Zion, yet she was
not forgotten in their forest abode. Un
the contrary the smne spirit which anima-
ted the exiled Israelite by the river Che-
bar, prompted him to say like him, “1f 1
forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right
hand forget her cunming... . 1f T prefer
not Jerusalem above my chief jor??  Ac-
cordingly but few years have elapsed before
they had earnestly set to work 1 erecting
the walls of their Scottish Zion. But the
difficulties attendaut upon such a laudable
undertaking as this, from the nature of the
case, are more casily conceived than
enummnerated. A people in their own Glen
seldom called upon directly 1o do much
for the support of the Ge-pel ; the scarcity
and high prices of the necessary materials,
brought in part over almost impassable
roads, together with the high wages for
Iabour; the very limited means of 2 eon-
greganion less than a third of their pres-
ent number, oceupying but partially cleared
farmsi—these and  such hike drawbacks
would scern sufficient to discournge themost
sanguine intentions in an undertaking of
no little nagnitude. Neverthelesa  the
JSoundation of the house was l€id” Nor
was the contrast with “ Mr, Colin’s ” church
surk as to extort “tears of sadness from the
aucient men who had scen the former
house.””  Rather was the favourable com-
parisan caleulated to elicit tears of gratitude
| aud evake soagsof praise toZion's Head. On
[ this foundation the superstructure wss in
dae time rearedand completed ; snd there it
stands now with its towering spire, after
weatherirg the sterms of nearly half a cen-
lwry, the remaining monument of the ac-
tive faith of “the chicfof the fathers”, whe
now in silence and repose sleep underncath
its shadow, and may we not here take oc-
casion 1o remind their well-to<lo and more
numerous offspring that the closing lichen,
which obliterates the inscription on their
fathers' slabs, cannot cease to upbrud them
unth thisveaerable butnowdecaving struc-
ture is supplanted by anedifice of morelast-
ing material and of greater dimensions.
I Certain it is that, if the present generation
evinced the spirit of their departed sires,
in everling themsclves in any approximate
degreecominensurate with theirsuperior ad-
vaatages and numbers, fow seasons worl?
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roll around ero a building could be seen
which many might think unnecessarily ex-
travagant for a purely rural charge.

But bhow littke avail to hnve erected the
walls of Zion uuless the Aerald is found to
take his stand therecon to procluim the
King’s mandates—unless these walls are
made to re-echo the gladsome tidings from
Zion’s King. In this respect, we regret
having to state, this Congrevation from the
very commencement had hiad their faith
repeatedly put to the test. During the
whole time of their cxistence as a Congre-
aation they have enjoyed the advantages
of a settled ministry but about 15 ycars.
Their first |. stor, the Rev. Mr. McLaren,
inducted about the time the Church was
building, resigned his pastorate after a2 3
vears' settlement. Then a long vacancy of 9
years ensued, owing mainly, as is supposed,
to the difticulty of securing the services of
Gaclic ministers.  This breach the Divine
Head of the Church was at last graciously
pleased to vepair in the person of the Rev.
Mr. Melsane from Scotland.  The memory
of Mr. MeI, as an acceptable preacher, a
faithful pastor and of sympathising heart,
shiall long remain with the people of Locn-
ick.  This was the longest pastorate they
have cver cnjoyed; sud perhaps this cir-
cumstance, apart from his sterling worth
as a faithful minister of Churist, is the main
reason why the remembranze of him is so
fondly cherished by the people up to this
day.  Aad perhaps also it ought not to be
regarded a trite circumnstance to add, as ad-
ditianal ronson, the amiable qualities of his
wife, who was worthy the relation she sus-
tained, as sister of an eminent Free Church
lender in Glasgow, and whose memory, no
less than that of her devoted spouse, shall
be revered by the parishioners of Lochiel
so long as they are not insunsible to true
benevolence, meek condescension, and
the best tmits of Christian character.  But
Mr. Mcl's pastorate, althongh the longest,
was not long.  After & lapse of time tanta-
mount to that of the vacaney, this devot-
cd shepherd was compelled by ilt health to
relinquish the charge of a flourishing flock,
to their great sorrow and the apprehend:
ed lass to the fireat Shepherd’s interest,
Besidesthe distuptionof the ties uniting the
Pastor and his flock happened in an evil
day. It wasuearly coincident with another
era in Church history, the date of which is
sufliciently marked to every Church student
evea bevond the land of Knox by that om-
inous phrase, “Themcmorable Disruption.”
But on the events imported by this <igméi-
cant phrase it i< far from being a pleasure
here to dwell.  The many heart-barnings
it has caused, the cuvy and jealousy it has
cngendered, and the avimosity it has
aroused between very friends, we would -
ther seck to bury forever in the darkest
and Jeepest recesses of oblivion than in
the least degree be instramental in pirobing
the wound so as to renew the sore. Lot

|by-go:w then be forever such; and com-



