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s-s;r onr-Lord?csn-s.(:hri-sl; by wliom the werid is Crucified to me, and 1 to

the world.—St. Paul, Gnl, vi, U,
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CALERDAR. -

Marcu 7~—Sunday—T1I of Lent.

8—Monday—St. Joha of God, Conf.

9—Tuesday—St. Frances Roman Widov:.
10—\Wednesday—Tlhe Yorty Martyrs.
11—"Thursday--St. Agatha, P. and C.
12—Triday—Five Sacred Woundsof our Lord J. C.
13—Saturday—St. Hyginus P. aud M.

{THE * CAKE AND WAFER™ HISTORIAN OF THE
_ GUARDIAN.
~ We promised last week t9 givea testimony o1 two from  Pro-
testant writers, on the real nature, and chliaracter of monastc
Institutions, from which it will he seen that the *¢ Presbytenan”
Correspandent of the Guardian, tius great hiterary ** mauin the
“iron mask™ and bottle-hulder in ordinary, to the “aggravated
rcriminal,” is not so profound an lnsterian as he imagin-
ed. We warrant him that there is much more then lie
{ dreams of; to be said on the other side of the quesuon, and in
! behalf of those neble Tustitutions to which the worid 1s so much
Eindgblc_q.
3 Dr. Tanner Bishop of St. Asaph in the time of George 1I,
Eand who is repeatedly quoted by IIume in his mendacious Ins-
 tory of England, publishicd 2 Buok entitled : * An account of!
iall the abbics, priorics,and friaries, formerly existing in England
- and Wales” from which we take the following remarkable
§ passage:
b *In every great abbey there was a large toom cailed the
Scriptorium,where several writers made it their whole business
to transeribe books fur theuseofthe libsary. They sometimes,in-
deed, wrotz the leger books of the house, and the missals, and
other books used in divine service, but they were gencerally upon
other works, viz : the Fathers, Classics, ilislories, &e., &e.—
John Whettamstead, abbat of St. Alban’s, caused above eirhiv
bopks to be transeribed (there was then no printing) during his
abbaey. Fifty-eight wero transcribed by the care of one Abbat
at Glastonbury and so zealgus wero the Monks in géneral for
thistwork, that they ofien got lands given and churches appro-
pristed for the carrying of it cn.  In all the greater abbies, thero

iwere also persons appointed 1o 1ake notice of the principal oc~

. reurrenees ot the Lingdom, and at the end of every year to dis

gest themaate annais.  In these reeords they particulasiy pre-
served the memoirs of their founders apd benciactors, the ‘years
and ¢y of therr births and deaths, their marnages, childsen
and successars 3 so thst recourse was sometimes had to thentfor
provine poraons ages and gencalegies ; though itis to be feared
that some of those pedigrees wero drawn up from tradition only;
and that in most of their accounts they w232 fovonrable to their
fricnds, and severe upon their cnemies. The constitutions of
the Clergy in their national and provincial synods, and (after
the Conquest) even Acts of Parliamen, were sent to the abbies
to be recarded 3 which leads me to mention the use and advan-
tage of these religlous houses. Tor XIRST, the choicest re-
cords and treasurcs in the kingdom were preserved i them,—
An excmplification of the Charter of lihes tes granted by King
Henry I _(Magna Clarta) was sentt. ..mo abbey in every
county to be preserved. Charters and Inquisitions relating to
the county of Cornwall were deposited in the Priory of Bodining
a great many rolis were lodged in the Abbey of Leicester and
Priory of Kenilworih, ill taken frcm thence by King Henry
II. King Edward 1. seat to the religious houses to search for
his title to the kingdem of Scotlaud, in their leigers and chrogi~
cles, as the most authentic records for proof of his right to that
Crowu. When his sovercignty wes acknowledged in Scotland,
he sent letters to have it inserted in the clhironiclesof the Abboy
of Winclivomb,ard the Lriory of Norwich, and probably of ma-
uy other such-hke places. And when he desided the contro~
versy relating 1o the crown of Scotlund, between Robert Brus
2nd Joha Baliol, hewrotc to the Dean and Chaguer o0 St Paul’s
Lendon, requiring them 1o enter icio their cavonscles the exem-
phfication therewith seat of that decision. Thelearved M. Sel
den hath lus grcet evidences for the dominion of the narrow seas
belong to the King of Great Britain from monastic record.
Tho cvidences and maouey of private families were oft times
sent to theso houses to be preserved.  ‘Tho seals of Noblemen
wero deposited there upon their denths,  And even the King’s
money was sometimes lodged in them. SECONDLY, thoy
wero schools of ledamug and edneation ; for every convent had
oae person  or mor¢ appointed for this purpose 3 aud all whé
neighbours, that deawed it, might havo their cluldren taught
grammar and church music withont any expense to them.  In
the Nunneries also young womem were taughtto work and to
read English, and sometimes Latin also.  $o that notonly tho
lower rank of people who could not pay for their learnirg, but
most of: the noblenien's and pentleman's decghters were ed-
ucated in thoss places. THIRDLY, all the monaawrics vare




