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Amongz the most interesting atatistics given
in the report are those showing the distriba.
tion of railway faulities in this country
and abroad. These statistics show that
the United States is exceptionally well pro
vided with tho wmeans of transportation. In
the list of the states best provided are Now
Jersey with 27 71 miles of line per 100 syuare
miles of territory, Massachusetts with 25.99
miles, Venosylvania with 22,77 miles, Con-
necticut with 20.77 miles, Ohio with 19.GS
miles, Iliuvis with 18,25 nales, New Yurk with
16 19 wiles, Delaware with 16.10 iles and
Towa with 15.12 miles. It appears that the
only cuuutries in Europe which have mure than
10 miles per 100 & uare miles of territory aro
Germany with 12 44 miles, Gieat Britain with
with 16.42 miles, France with 11.06 miles, Bel-
gium with 28.23 miles, Hoilwd with 1373
wilea. and Switzerland with 12,10 miles. Of
the Eurupean countrics nooe, except Sweden,
has 10 milea of line per 10 000 ishabitans
while bat two states in the Caiva have less
than that proportion of railway faulities to
population —DBradstreet’s,

Toronto Markets.

Wheat—There were more cuquiries for
wheat to-day, but in very few instances did
buyers and scllers come together on values.
Vhite and red are worth Glc to 63c outside.
Spring sold at GO cast. There were several ca-
quiries for goote at 55 to 56: outside, No. 1
hard nomibal at 80c North Bay; No. 2 hard
zold Nerth Bay at 78c ; on call 64¢ was bid, f.
0. ¢.. Fort william May.

Barley —There is a denand for No. 1, but
buyers and sellers do not ugree on prices. No. 1
is held at 48c oursido

Oats —Quict and rather easier. Oa sprt May
are wortt. 283 to 294c. White offered at 27¢ on
the C. P. R, middle freights.

Grain sud Flour—Car prices are : Flour (T'o-
ronto freights), Manitoba patents, $4.30 to
84.40; Maaitoba strong bakers’, §3 75; to §3 90
QOatario patents, $3 40 to §3 50; straight roller,
$2 95 Lo §3.30; extra, $2. 60 to $§2 70; low grades
per  bag, S to $1.25. Bran—$1150 to
$12.00. Shorts—312 50 w§13. Whnoat—'straight
west and north poiots)—\White, 61 to 62c;
spring, 69 to Glc; red winter, 60 to 62¢c; goose,
55 to £0c; spring Midland, 62 to63¢; No. 1 hard,
North Bay, 79 to 80¢; No. 2 hard, 77k to 7Sc;
No. 3 hard, 70 to 7lc; No. 1 frosted, 59 10 60c ;
No. 2,531055; No. 8, 47 to 48c. Peas (Qutside)
53 to 5Sic. Barley—No. 1, 50 to 5lc;
No. €, 42 to 44; No. 3 oxtra 33t039¢; No. 3. 35
10 37¢; two-rowed, 53 pounds, averaging about
No. 8, extra in color (outside), 30 to 40c. Corn
—57to58c. Buckwheat—Outeide 39 to4le. Rye
~52 to 34c.  Oats~—29 to 30c.

Egus—Thero is a brisk demand for all the
ftricily {resh eggs vffered at 20 to 22¢. Or-
dinary stock sclls at 18¢, and limed at 143 to
153c.

Poultry—Commission houses wereinclined to
make conceasions carly in the day, particu-
larly in the price of turkevs, which were in
heavy supply. At the closing the ruling
price was, howover, 103c. Ducks and chickens
were very firm all day, owing to their scar.
city.

go!atocs—'l‘horo is not much doing; car lots
aro held on rpat at 70 to 75¢  Ous of storedeal-
ere get SO 10 85¢ per bag for small lots.

Honey—A fuir jobbing deimand is reported
for extracted honey at Sto 10¢  There 13 not
much demand for comb.

Beans—JAro yuiet, but fiem; local dealers ask
$81.35 per Lush for small lots.

Hides, otc~Cured remain steady at 5 to 5ic
in car lots; green scll at 44c.  Skins—Offerings
are light; sheepakins scll at 95¢; prices for calf-
akina aro nomiml;

Dressed llogs and Provisions. - The demand
for dreracd hoga was 1ot 30 active owing to the
holidays, but the offerings were light and
values twere firmly wmamtained. Packers
bought broken liteat $7.50 20 §7.75, but they
averaged §7.60.  Quotations are. Mess pork,

Canadian, $17.50 to $18, short cut, 818 to S19;
bacon, long clear, per b, 8% to 0Ofc; lard,
Canadian, tierces, 10 to 104c, tubs and paile,
10} to 11:; compound do 73 to 9 Smuked
ments —Hame, per 1b, 12 to 124¢; bellivs 12 to
23c, rulls, por b, 9% to 9i., backs, perly, 12
to 123c.

Butter—Thoro was no change in the market
to day, The matket contives to be well
supplied with large rolls asd the local
euyuiry is active. Prices cange from 16
to 17¢ for the best rulls and 13 to
14¢ fur commun to guod. Dairy tub bLutter
is in muderate supply aud fiem at yuutatious,
Quusaiivns are. Bulter, good tu chuies seledted,
dairy, tubs, 16 to 1S¢ , mediam, dv, 13 to 13¢,
latge roils, guud tu chvice, 16 to 17¢, medium
du, 13 to 140, creamery, in tubs and viucks,
2310 23e.  Cleese, choice colured, jubbiug at
11 to 1tlec.

Apples per bbl, SL75 to $2.25 , Ulited
States parties are buyivg Jdried apples freely up
this market. Several wholesslo grucers Jears-
Bl ou; theic stock this week at 43e.— Emynre,
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Home vs. Imﬁted Goods.

Following is from tue "Toronto Merchant:
*“The people of this country are gradually get
ting weaned of the idea once 80 prevsleat,
that nothing native is good. Time was when
the fact that an article was British, French
or German was sufficiont recommendation. A
fow Getman letters on a label, & Freach ticket
on a piece of goods, or the wonderful words,
“Birminghum" or “Shifficld,” stamped some-
where settled it Surely Britain, France and
Germany could produce only the best. If Ca-
nadian soap bore the English trade mark, al-
though mixed with sand and otheringredicats,
intended by the British manufactures for the
thick epidermis of the heathen, we had to grin
and bear it,— for it was **Euglish, you know.”
How the beautiful Canadiau complexion has
suffered from foreign sosp, tome future adver-
tising poet laureate will surely sing. Then
there are foreiga baking powders, backed by
long extracts tiow the analysis of some analyst
to His Roys] Highness the King of Humbug.
We have suffered from these; our cakes have
somctimes tasted like . cross between un-
slacked lime and washiong soda, still there
are the words of the zzalver aud the edi-
torial in the Glancet, or somo other paper, tel-
ling that the powder was purc—*‘pure as the
angels,” as the funny advertisement wnters
puc it. Then our fis vst cheese hal to bear
the foreizn label, aud for a villmnous com.
pound of smeils and skippers, imported cheese
surpasses anything in the eatalogue. Qur cur.
tuins and bats slso had to come trom Paris, our
necktics from London, and our laces from Swit.
ze'laud.  We are geadually gettiog over al
this, but it is a slow process. What deception
has been practised only those in trade kuow.
For a long time the native manufacturers bave
had to put up their goods in foreiyn labels; even
at thisday an Eoglish toilet svap that is very
cxtenaively adverused, is manufactured and
put up in ths aity for the Canidian trade, and
sold as the Foglist article.  Tho Caoadian mna-
nufacturer has to pay & handsome royalsyy for
this privilege. The same i3 truo ot cigarettes,
pickles, mastard, patent medicine , baking
powders and somo lines of fancy gooda—foreign
labels must be used.

Now, itisbelieved that the day is not far
distant when theGanadian consumers will come
to the coaclusion that whatis Canadian is good,
and what is forcign is cheap and trashky. Qur
table cheese, put up io glass jace, is fast driviug
the highpriced, forcign, fancy-sinclling article
out, for 1t is Letter.  Our soaps and our wines
aro cqually as good as the best that can be
made apywhere. Thesameis true ic every
other department. Qar Canadian manafacturers
can make as good an articlo as can be produced
avywhere, aud just as cheaply, quality and
tinish coosidered. Wy then shouwid all our
Caoadisn manufacturers bo protected by a high
tariff, pay royaliics, and substitute labels?

There must be some reason, and wo tiunk it s
this, in plain Baglish—~our manufuacturers aro
tuv much afcard to spend moncy i printers wk;
they would rather bleed fur royaltes, poduce
fur the pulitictans, aud hembug the pavlic by
substiuuayg futeiga labels, than sit down and
educate the peopls of tius country to buy Capa-
dian gouds.  All great fuctunes have been mado
by the vastinted use ot pionters mk. It prin.
ters’ ink were used more hberally by our native
waoufacturers, there wouid bo less need tor
protection and tanff wals, Paaters 1ok beats
proteciion and compotitian hollow, Lry 1t, and
ste for yourselves,

Lhece 18 much teath i whav oue Toronto cone
temporary says about a fovlish preference for
certan tmpuited arucler.  In sowe hines m-
purwd guuda are cerlatniy superior lodolncsuc,
but thetv ate vther lines in which the home
guods aro dectdedly better vulue, nothwithe
standing which rmpuried goods are favored at
the cxpeuse of th: domestic arucle. We
could vame several uiher hines besides those
mentioned by the Turento paper, 1o which
thare is a false preference for 1mported wares.
Even in eigars, for which there 18 such a great
preforence for imported goods, the preferenco
i3 largely scotimental. A great deal of rubbish
is smoked because it is sai.t to be imported, and
in medium priced cigars, the domestic acticle
is certainly better value.

The Monetary Conference.

The Brussels Monetary Coufercnce adj jurned
on Saturday last to meot again in May next.
Before adjourning it adopted a reso'ution re-
cogn ziug the great value of the arguments eet
forth in the reports presented and of the dis
cussions held in the plenary sittings, auod, while
reserving finsl judginent on the qaestious sab-
mitted, expressing gratitude to tho United
States for affording an opportunity to study
aunew the present position of silver. The con-
ference further expressed the hope thai the
wembers woullstu ty the questions involved in
tho interval with the view of arriving at an
vlumate agreoment. The American dilegates
arc quoted in cabled reports as expressing con-
tent with the work of the conference thus far.
They are reported as saying that the conference
has achicved all that could have been expected;
that intevesting discussions have leen had,
valuable information dissemicated and preju-
dices removed, and that there is hope that a
second seasion will achieve practical results of
much moment. The various plaus prescnted
to the conference wiil, it is understood, be
laid beforo the various gavernments represen-
ted, and the hops is expressed that the con-
sideration of these plans may lead to the for-
mulation of one sacisfactory to all governments
reprgsented, or at least to a majo.ity of them.

¢t appears that the cptimisuc veiw of the
results of the conference taken by the Ameri-
can delegates is shared by Sccretary of the
Treasury Foster. Heis quoted as saying that
it is a grave mistake to assume that the cou.
ferencs wall prove to be a failure ; that the
taking of a recess til May was expected by the
administration when the Amcrican dolegates
Ieft the country, and that there is every reason
for expecting the conference to reassemble in
May. Tho Secretary ssys that the fact that
Rothschild made any propostion for the in-
crcased use of silver, coupled with his de-
claration that unless somethiny were dono to
insuro 1ts better use amoag tuc nauons very
scriour consequence would follow, was in itself
a hopiful indication that the piominent ban-
kers of tho world felt the necesaity of reaching
an agreement of such a nature as would sc-
curc an approximate umformity in deal.
ing with the silver question the world over,
and that tho general feeling of the con-
ference was even moro favorable than was an.
ticipated. It nced scarcely bo said thav these
optumuetic viows of tho Seceetary ¢f the Trea-
sury and tho American dolcjates aro not very
widely shared eitner in tho United States or
abroad.—~Bradsereet’s,
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