
THE COMMERCIAL.

The Bankruptoy Law. ai the' details af thte merchaut's business affaira.
As ant evidenceofa tho importance attaclbed ta Il la ciaimcd Ibat by iuitiatlng ail insolvency

tho subject af bankruptcy legisiation by the procetulings lu tho courts andi continuing thora
mercantile world, il la itereating ta note tuat there under its suptervisian till il givea its de-
distnibufoîfeuigte propor iegisiation raid cision inaccordaucowlth fixed mules, bankmuptey

disriutin f etac8aro *at tito preseut lime o tlo.a odl tbcldad a wld
beforo tue epresentitirca ai tho Dominion 'lo ieillinigiy souglit by any ne, silîco lte
anti ai the Unitedi States, twhite Ieadiug finan- diBcita.-o coulai aniy be obtaleti by a~ judicial
ciai autitorities lu Englandtiure advocatimig the decision nat depending lu any way an the lu-
adoption ai saine efficiaus remnedy for the exst dulgence or caunivance ai creditara.
ing cruls under the present statu af affaira. Thoe are many abjections, il la truc, ta the
Ablo and influentiai journala that may bo con- camnpuisory intervention ai tbo courts, andi ai
siderei lthe expanents ai mercantile feeling on course Ian-yens trill àdci lte caste, dciay andi
titis subject express tîteir sensu ai the import- uucertaiuty ai litigation, but it la conceivablo
anceofa sncb legisiation by claimuiug ']at the titat saine simple proceas me piossible ta bu de-
fir8t insgtainints lowarda lte praposcd inercan- viseti ta obviate the grealer part ai these draw-
111e catie ougbit ta consist ai a national batik. back-.s. Sucit simplo inacbiuery anti speedy <le-
ruptcy law. Tiiere eau bo no question but that cision wouid prove tbe beat menas ai meaiizing
tite present staleofa affaira la in.satisfactory lu andi diatrihuting tbe assets ai the insolveul.
tite extreme, too inucit latitude beîng alloweti The creditors' trustea wouiti then bo an afli-
ta tite dislioncat tradter iii evatîîng pi'yîenî <,f cial ai the court, and wauld ha actuateti hy a
lusi juat debite, and tea inuitl dclay andi expense liveiy sense ai bis reaponsibility. Ris powers

bcig icuretilu be restîtmueiioi a <la.wouid hoe curtaileti andi ]lia :conduct controlleci
tributing tbe deb)tar' estate. by the B3oard ai Tradte. IIis conduct ivouiti at

Tite aubjeet ai bratkmuptcy iii aile tuaI cou all eveuite bu froc faont tbe contrai ai the dubt-
certis the genenal comntunity as weîî as te ors, antd as lie %voulti ho paid hy saiary, the
mercantile chas, for tîtotigi lta provisiona ai iniquitaus fc iouiti ho doue away witii.
auy law an titis subjeet trili ho conflucti ta If liowevcr, ail iinsoivèbncy inattena reiegatcd
tradens, tito gencral public are conceructi toa ta the courts as auy ardinary nîattqr lu litiga-
iatimateiy witis that ciass uat ta be effecteti by lion ticro wouid ho good graunti far te icar ai
their standing and probity. However, aînottg expense andi delay. Tite iawycr as wrou as lte
lthe varlety ai cauaes tbat bning about insol- afficial a"sguc sitouii ho excludcd as macit as
vendies ltere muat bc meckoneti tiionesty on possil 'e iroînsctajamns ll ult d
lte part ai lte tiebtar andi snch a recklesa abuse iniluistration ai lte law titat lte Engili sys-
ai credit as ta ainouint ta a violation ai lthe toum la deictive, anti tithout praper atiminia.

lwofcommercial nîoralily. tratian the beat liîvs are usces or .verso ltai
lats aiuseleas,

Theso abuses ara difficuit ta oradicate, cati- hsalymcie i itofhwrt

oirersgt ai lteycredita thenîseles, no a- featurca ai 31r. Beatty'a bill nor beforo lte
ovesihtof hecrditrsthnislvs,%vie l-House of Coinn aI Ottawra. '*%ith rhe

loirlte debtan ta perpetrate tvitl iinpiiiiity liglîl lbrown tipan tito aubject by lte agitationt
acts ai fmauti agalual lite body ai creditars le ieUieiSae ndnEgath iset

thili f due aiard' ay ~mtie ndiidultempte t l fraute a measute to suit Canadian
ivoulti mccl wilh prompt puislimenl. Tira affaire, but lias muet ritit aucit 11111e succoas ltaI
debtar whio makes frauduient assiguniente, con- ii measure scouts te au-ve evokzet grcat appo-
voyances andi debts piays a boiti but nal a daon- sition lu tae larger cilles lu tho East. Its pra.
geraus part, fo>r lus deceil, if il ho nal diacov- visions are voluminona but somneiriat cmude anti
ered, irili enabie hlmt ta caucel has delt, while 111 arrangeti, witiI caîttemupiatea ;hit ra-
if tilseovereti andi proved ]lil no worae off titan duction ai a complieatedl ant ediaus legai pra.
before. Titis is becauso luec lie ci ate ta put cees ltaI Muat mililate againal ite efficieucy.
ho iaw, loulent a il la, lu farce againal iin. The trustee's pawer la nal aufftcieutly limiled,

WViat lsaeybody'a business is nohody's huai- nml t eivt rr u nlec ilt
ness, and uaually ltae deliuquenl escapes bc- nrtla i t -iin eceoilthe infcuere ft e

cause no ana ivili lake lte trouble anti expense proedingaunat l ecnysatei-l recils te beiîîg

ta h pnoseeugitm.a ly onafaic ta supposne an army ai guardians, anti iil! Icave mucit ta
litaI ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~b liacmuiyeumldu iesl-ne-h eicideti by. the prescription ai lte jutdge,

est or public spirlt"of any body ai creditara ai course tifter application ta hlm by soule bar-
cither ta enfonce ltein civi rigite or la vinai- ritr aea iedfet a erneî

caletitso i lte ublc a lage.Titma s c in l camiittee beforo lte bill passes lte Fouse;
deuliy a grc'wiug desira ltaI lte disparity ex- but il ivoulti perbapa ho advisabla ta lakeo lune
iating belîreen lte certaiuty anti severity ai la consider ite ivitolo bearing, anti lot Il lie aven
punashmenl meeteti ont ta lte ceaimanitîef till nexî scasan. Na mensuire est ail la botter
anti tue frauudlulcît trader sitoulti cease. But titan a, measuro taI iouii ltrow iusolvcncy
penn]l latra againtta mercattile frauti touiti bc atjustuicut int a étate ai chaos Ibat wauld
next ta useless, unless ltere la a centaiuly ai evcntually uct ta bc reviacti anti amcmtdcd.
tem upplicalioti. To secuire titis la lte chiai
difficulty. At presentit is net donc, anti under Britishl Finances.
lte aid banknuplcy net maltera trnc iu a slill Tite report ofitmCiîaîtcllor ai lieExcituer
worse condition. Tite metiiot the.. litas maet laid befora lte Brillith Hanse ai Comunts
w 11h ltme mnoal guttural approval la la titroi a a feîv dsya ago, shtows ltaI the revenue for

udicil. Éolcmnily aven lusolvenl proccedings tite fiscal ycar cntiîg Mardi 31, 1883, iras
byluci lte tuai o natter n ute hanti. of thp j£S9,004,000, xcecdine. thei estintates by £4,-

Qoljrt- W gpopoiling thý fuljç§ý dIis ure of-, 069,0W. Th~çict r cr S,0~99

ahowing a surplus of £08,000. A reduction af
£5,000,000 iras accaaioned bytho decreaso iu
tho cansuimptian of spirite. The oxpenses of
the war in Egypt, inxluding the amiount cou-
tributed to defray the cest af tho Indian oi-
tingent, wcra £3,893,000. Tite present admin-
istration lirad inherited £7,850,000 war charges.
There wec no arrears ta report on accounit af
i'ar cxpcuditures ineurred by thio present gov
oruracut. The exp(nditure foi tha eomlng
year la estimiatedl at £85,789,000 and the revu
nue at ' £88,480,000 During the pat ypar the
national clebt wb- rcetd( by about£7,i00,000,
and for the current year, it is o 'xpected, il
aniotmît ta £8,00,000. In tbd next twenty
yeara MNr. Childcrs oxpecta ta sc the debt ru
duced by £ 172,090,000. Ainonig the chaniel
lor'a recomnindations arc proposais for tho abh
alition af the tax on railway carninga -wherc
the lares are amall ln amaunt, for tho recluction
af tho rate for telegranis ta Od. cach, and for
the reinovai ai a portion ai the incumo tax.

City Water Supply.
Dr. Richtardson, a wel*knawu satîltarian, iii

a recent article in ac ai tho lcadîng muagazincs
laya partit lar stress ilpon tho necessity oi hav-
ing tho %% ater suppiy for doiuestie purposea
brouglit ta a dcgrco of soituesa and kept at aIl
semsons ut an equable temnpera 'turc. M'ater
ta bo fre froin iujury te heaitit should not
have more than cighit or nine degrees ai liard.
ncas, and when it exceeds that hie saya that il
sioula bc treatcd by the lime-soitenitng proceas.
Ho lias no doubit that a bard ivater taken as a
drink la the irequent cause ai constipation, dys.
pepsia and ather ticrangements ai tho system.
in Cantevhury, Engiaud, teo pracess ai soiten-
ing the water lias been carried out an an it
sive senealo ith inoat aatisiactory results, and
nto doubt if adopted lu mnany sections ai this
country its cffoécts would be beneficiai.

During the aututuer season the walcr auppiy
ai ail large towna rand cities in Ibis cimate bc-
cantes liented, causiug the decomposition of or-
ganic matter, and causcquentiy aggravatiug the
intestinal diaturbanco îvhich la oilcu prevaleut
in aultry weatbcr, andi whieh, carnies off ûery
year ao large a part ai tho infant population.
To reîuedy titis evii Dr. Richardison urgea ti
ingenioua plan deviseci by the sanitary cagi-
neer, Bldwin Latham. 'ti bringitig the %vater
inta bou;ses hy a pipe wiiich lias been annk iuto
the earth ta a point whitre lte letuperature is

caustant.ly loir. At ail sems te waler titt%
drawn iuto the hoeuses la cela, andi, what ta af
mare importance, la ai equai. tenhperaluire. This
woula invalve only maderate coat; but il ta
hardly ta boe expecteti that lndoreis, as a Sen-
oral ride, ill hiasten ta thus introdu.t e cviii
water inta every itaure, natwithstanding that
the expeuse wvould be balanceti by lte ccoaomny
ai ice it îrould affect. As a aanitary ncasure
il augitt also ta commenti itseif ta the attention
af persans itaviug in charge lte water suppiy
ai towns and cilles, as weil as ar.-hitects, build-
ers andi others wltoae immuediate busine sl ta
useoevery known device for bcttering tue lhcalth
ai lte dwveilers in the huuses titey crect. The

englucer liaa a great ziew fleiti af cinp3iîent
b ara hin andtheli subject eirpeslly ienînds
iiunçq4lýç attention,
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