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THE COMMERCIAL.

Manitoba.

The Local Legislature will meot on Lhie 4th of
Maych.

As high az 78c has been prid for wheat at
Pilot Mound lately.

A number of Winnipeg hotelkeepers have
been fined for opening their bars on Sunday.

The gross earnings of the C.P R, for the week
ended Feb, 14, show an increase over the same
week Jast year of $19,000.

The immigration season opened last week.
Euglish, German, French and Hungarian sot-
tlers have wlready arrived.

Mr. Spence, formerly clerk of the Local Leg-
islature, is preparing a pamphlet on the the
resoutrces of Manitoba aud the Territories.

Dakota farmers are said to be murketing their
wheat at Gretra, Man., after payirg a duty of
15c per bushel, prices heing more than that
much higher on the Canadian side.

S. Parish & Son, Brandon, have been award.
ed the Government contract for supplying 5,-
000 bushels of barley to the Prince Albert set
tlers who lost throngh the rebellion.

D. Hope, Wionipeg, will send to the Coloniul
Exhibition, a drawing.room suite made of Buf-
falo horus, very iageniously arranged aud form.
ing most unique articles of fucniture.

A movement is oa fout to secure a charter for
a railway running through the county of
Beautiful Plainsaad having for its termini Bran-
dou and a point on the Hadson Bay Railway.

A meeting has been held at Brandon for the
purpose of agitating the matter of railway con.
struction to the southwest. A commitlec wes
appointed to canvass for stock for the proposed
road.

‘The amount of property ia Winnipeg exempt
from paying taxes is as follows : Ward 1, §7,-
600; ward 2, $715,600; ward 3, $£25,000;
ward 4, §666,700; ward &, €1,162,500 ; wurd
6, $149,000. Total exemption, $2,729,400.

Mr. Alex Begg C.P.R. inmigration agent in
London, Englaud, it publishing letters received
by him from tbe woaren of the Northwest, giv-
ing their experiencze of the countyy.  The ac-
counts aie said to be most favorable.

The Hudsons'’ Bay Company’s cluim against
the Government for supplies, transportatiou,
etc., on account of the Northwest rebellion,
mouuts to $2,000,000. This does aot in-
clude the claim of the company for lossestheough
the 1ebellion, which wiil be heavy.

At the mectivg of the Proviacial Board of
Agriculture, held in Winnipeg last week, C. J.
Brydges was clected president, and Wm  Low-
¢ll, of Turtle Mountsin, vice-president. It was
decided to hold the arnual exhibition for 156
at the grounds in St. Roniface, from September
27th to October 2ud.

The Rockwood Naisy Co., held their annual
meetipg ot Stonewall last week.  The company
made theiz first chicese on the Sth of Juue and
closed for the scason on Sept. 25te, operating
the factory for three months and seventeen days,
They received from the patrons during thas
time 418,325 pounds of milk, from which they
made 43,120 pounds of cheese, or an average of
onc pound of cheese from 97/10 pounds of mulk.

Of the ebove amount 36,239 pounds were placed
in the Winnipeg markct, whilst the patrous for
home consumption consumed 6,881 pounds,
The price averaged in Winnipeg was 9hec,

*
The Territorles. .

The thermometer registered 52 ubove zero at
Buttleford, on Feb. 6.

Lafferty & Smith, bankers, Culgary,
build new premises for their business,

Sheriff Chapleau is to be appointed Deputy
Miuister of Agriculture at Regina.  Dr, Tacle
retiving on account of ill health.

will

Mr. Doddridge, of Brockville, hus been
awarded the contract of building the new jail
and court house at Prince Albert.

The mail which left Battleford or Feb, 6. was
the largest ever sent from that place. There
were about 2,500 letters, of wlichh over £09
were registered.

The contractors who went to Medicine Has
Yast week with the intention of putting up ice
for the C.P.R.. found the Saskatchewan river
a flowing strcam, instead of a field of ice.

In the vicinity of Maclcod last weck the chi-
nook had about sucseeded in cleaving all the
ranges of snow. There is none to be seen in
cuy direction, and the thennumeter has been
over fifty in the shade for several days.

Dan Reeves, engineer at Gleichen, reports
th:t the Indiaps enter the store at all hours
and deliberately help themselves to whatever
they wart. It basaid that a detachment of
police will be moved ta Gleicisen on March first.

A, C. Sparrow of Calga~y aas be:n out on
iy 1ange for the last fw days looking over the
condition of his stock, aud states thac he has
found twenty or thirty cows with good heaithy
calves, aud all of his cattle in most excellent
condition.

In a great majority of cases the ferling is
that the claims aave been uaduly cat down,
and an eifoit will be mnde to have many of the
cases re-opened when the commis.ion comen
heve to settle the losses of merchants and others
which were not taken ap by Mr. Muma.

Reports from the range bLestween the Old
Man’s and Willow Cicek are to the effect that
cattle are in splendid fix. ‘Lhere hes Leen some
suffering amorg peor and youuyg cows, which
calved late in the fall, and there have beena
few dcad ones found in the vicinity of Willow
Creek.  Uhe generality of cattle from onc end
of the raunge to the other sie reported in the
best possible condition.

Speaking of the countiy around Medicine
Hat, the Z'imex of that place says: *“ That tiis
part of the Northwest is going to hca great
stock couatry, & geaerslly conceded. The
short wiuters, light snowfalls and baliny chi-
vooks, ull tend te make it the wtockman’s para-
disc. Several capitalists are now in correspond.
ence with some of ovr citizcus, w.th regard to
bringing in cattle for breeding and otber pur.
poses.  While we do 1ot profess to be prophets,
we Con't mind vecturing the opinion that hefore
five ycars the whole couniry from Swift Cur-
rent to the Rocky Mountains, will be covered
with heads of cattle and flocks of sheep.

Delegates from the Northwest council ar’®
now at Ottawa for the parpose of pressiag cer-
tain claims upon the Gavernment. Among
other tuiugs they ask that the couvcil have
power to incoiporate companies baving purely
territoriol objects; that the Government should
uae its influence to have the freight rates on the
Canadian Pacific Railwey reduced, especially
on lumber fromn Britieh Columbia ; that food
supplies for the pulice and Indians be purch:sed
in the Tevritorics ; and the esrly seitlement of
claim3 for'compensation for ~ebeltion loases, and
tie paymeot of settlers and merchants who
furnished supplies to the troops in good faith.

The Battleford Ilerald says: Last mail
braught a little over forty.eight thousand dol-
lars to Le disbursed on accovnt of rebellion losses
claims, being about half of the amovat found
due. Mary of che claims have been very largely
reduced, apparently on stock. If so, then the
prices has been fixed at a figure far helow what
a similar grade can be imported, to say nothing
of the loss of the season and the natu-alincrerse
of the year. A numnberof names of men well
knowu to have been lieavy losers are not on the
schedule, which can only be acconnted for on
the supposition that the present ‘ist will be
followed by a supplementary one as soon as the
elaims have been passed upon.

British Columbia.

Tug Albion Iron works at Victoria, British
Columbia, has employed 100 to 150 imen during
1583, and its out-put for the year has reached
£300,000 in value.

Samuel Gray has secured the contract for the
erection of wharves aad houses for the torpedo
boots, ete., at the Esquimalt navy yaid. The
expenditure wilt be in the neighbovhood of
£30,000, and will give employment to a large
number of men.

We understand, suys the Nanaimo Free Prezss,
that Mayor Bate has received a letter of inquiry
from a firm in Eastern Canada as to the pros-
pects of tarting a woolen mill in Nenaimo, to
embrece the manufacture of hosicy and ready-
mude clothing as well as Jloths and other woolen
textures.

For the month of Jasunary the customs re.
ceipts at New Westmiuster were as follows:
Customs, 81,772.19; other revevues, 34.44;
intal, §1,806.63. This is a decrease of $4,074.59
from th: same mouth last year. The interrup-
tion to navigation and the smow blockade on
the American railways acconat for the very
large falling off.

The Victoria Standard in advocating an sp-
propriation by the Local Government for the
purposc reierred to, aays:—That we have fisb-
ing grounds of great value atound our coast is
almost a certainty, as the presence of the finest
fish of the cod species in our water indicates.
The sooner such fishing grounds, if any, are
discovered the better, and if they are in exist-
ence ficre, every day must count against those
whose duty it is to find them out. That
lobsters can be grown here admits of scarcely
any doubt, and mogey cxpended in this respect
will have been a venture that but very few will
gainsay.




