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C"HE CRITIC.

HOME AND FARM.

‘The caro of shoep exerte an importaut influence upon the quantity and
quality of wool. Tho influence upon quantity has only been dotermined
within limits, It is much oasier to seo the defects in quality. Tho atten-
tion of shephords has not beoen called to this matter often enough, although
it lowors the pricoe of their wool. Tho way wool is purchased in mapy parts
of tho country rather sets a premium on carelossnass,

Uudoubtedly that animal produces the most and best wool thet is in the
most perfect health. No one will deny this. Within certain limits sick-
ness can Dot bo said to affect soriouely tho quentity of wool. A chronic
disonse may and usually will reduce the total yiold cousiderably. Dut thuse
slight attacks of colds, fovers, ete, exort no apparent influence on the yield.

Not 80, howover, with their effcct upon the quality of the wool. Every
cold however alight is registerod indelibly on every fibre. Tho wool natur-
slly grows a certain size when the sheop is well, but whea anything is wrong
it becomes wonker and of o smaller dinmoter. No mattor whether the illness
was o chill simply, or a aovere sickness, it will leave its mark. If the ani-
msl is only sick for a short timo the chango can scarcely bo detected by tho
oye, but if the fibre is pulled slightly it will givo way at that point long be-
foro it will anywhore else. The whole fleoce may often be parted in this
way, and this part would show to where the wool had grown when the
animal was taken sick. 1f tho sheep were sick coustantly the fibre would
have an even strength throughout, but would in wost cases be inforior to tho
fibro when in good health.

Tho manufacturer wishes the tibve not only as long as he can got it. but
as strong 88 possible. When there is a weak point in the fibro it often ren-
dors it unfit for nuy but tite cheapest goods .\ poorer fibro but ovon in
strength throughout, is much to ba preferred to a finer oue with weak spols
in it.

“fo produce the best wool, the sheep should be kopt in good health, not
100 fat, nor too lean. But especinlly they should not be exposed to storms
ror sudden changes of woather, Lvery effurt should be made to keep them
under as favorable conditions as possible. Rains, cold rains especially,
should be avoided. ‘The large flecces of tho sheep absorb an imnmense
amount of water, and this i3 hold there a long timo after the storm is over.
In order to sppreciato the injurious effects of this it is only necessary to rea-
lize what it moans and how it would b if any otber of our domestic animals
had to endure it. Houce, instond of leaving the sheep out in all kinds of

weather, and to shift for itself, it is economy to give good housing and pro-
per care.

FENCE POSTS—THEIR DECAY AND PRESERVATION.

No subject is so difficult for tho average farmer to solve as that of cheap
durablo permanent fences, of all those vutside of his rogular work in connec-
tiop with his crops, They are expensive and belong euntirely to his expense
account. They bring in no income but anaually or sewi-snuually require
attention and repairs. The less there are of thew upon the farm the better,
for not only aro thoy a constant source of expense, as has beon montioned,
but they occupy valuable land, are 1n the way in tillage oporations, and de-
tract from the beauty of the Jandscapoe where there is any.

Whero stock are pastured some such permanent fences seem necessary,
but they should be few. Most of the fences upon the farm should be tem-
porary, casily moved and set up, and of course durable and effectual. As
long as the law remnins as it 1s, £0 long as farmers have to fence against
other people’s stock and not simply to keep their own in, z0 long will it bo
necessary in most neighborhoods to have a permancnt fence around the farm.

Most of the permsnent fences require posts.  Ono of the weak points
of all theso fences is that tho posts will rot  This is duo to the growth of
minute plants it them. Stronge as 1t may scem 1t 1s novertholess wrue, that
the universsl caueo of tho decay of theso posts is thoe growth ot these littlo
plants, 30 swall that tho highest power of the microscopo is required to dis-
tipguish their pazts. They belong to the fungi. It is to this cluss of plants
that smut, rust and a host of other injurious diseases appertain. Some of
them feed on tho living, while others obtain their food from the dead planis.
Others again get all they require from the air.

In order to grow, there are certain conditions which these plants must
fulfil. Tho most important of these aro that the material on which they feed
shall be moist and not too cold. They do not grow during the winter, but
a8 S0on as warm weather comes on, thoy begin their work and do not coaso
as Jong a8 a propor amunnt of muisture romains 11 the matonal.

It niust not beinferred that these planta are altogether injurious. A
plant that is injurious in one situation, or under cortain conditious, may be
beneficial ia other circumstances  This is the case with theso fungi. Thoy
are very valuablo in hastening the decay of stumps, roots, old logs, ctc., but
when they como {o attacking posts in their indiscriminate manner, thoy be-
come a nuisance.

If any ono notices carofully, ho will sec that tho post begins to rot from
a few inches abovo to a few inches bolow tho ground That invaiiably it
comnmepces hero and oxtends both ways, but that most of its work ia undor
the ground. That at times the post may b rotted complotely off, even with
or just under the surfoce of the ground. That when old sticks are placed
just below the surface they readiiy decay, but when placed deeper they will
Jast a long timo. 1f theso fucts are taken 1ato consideration along with the
reraarks in a previous jarsgraph on the conditions mest favorablo for the
growth of theso plants, it will bo seen thut theso.conditions are best supplied
just at tho surface of the ground. I tho decay can be stopped at this point
tho post can bo preserved indefivitely.

Threo mothods presont themselves by waich this may bo accomplished:

=

Theo first is to romovo all moisture either by drains or by raising a ridge, 4
" dike”, ,and placing tho posts on it. Both thess mothods nro: practice
throughout the conntry, and are valuable as far as thoy go, but tho soil wi|]
always retain enough moisturo to supply those plants for some considerably
timo so that, while thoy tend to obviate, they do not entiroly remody, the
difficulty. Tho eccond ncthod is by oxcluding the wator from tho post o
this point. This may bo accomplishod by thoroughly oiling tho dry post
for six inches abovo and six below the surface of tho earth whon they qre
set. ‘I'his mothod is effectual, ond when combined with the procediugy it
will proserve ordinarily sound posts o life time. Matorial may also be used
for posts in this way that would not be suitiblo ordinarily. It isto bo ob
sorved that tho oil is not nocessarily applied to thoe top nor bottowm of the
posta, for if proporly made thoy do not usually need it. Thoy should be s
mado that thero aro no holes, cracks nor knots for water to sottle 1, If
these oceur it will bo necessary 10 ronove thew as fav as possible aud they
oil the posts thoroughly. “the third method is by the use of some substance
that will kill tho plants which causo the trouble. This is ounly partially suc.
cessful at the best.

IWhero tho ground is stuny, & very good way to gut rid of the stono, and
al the simo tinio to pluco tho posts in tho vory best possible condition tobe
presorved, is to dig a trench deeper than it is proposed to set the posts. Ly
a draip, then fill the trench with the stones aud set tho posts at the same

timo in tho trench of stones. As no earth is in contact with thom to rotain
tho moisture, they will last a long time.

JOHN CHALMERS MORTON.

John Chalmors Morton was born in the year 1821, in Gloncestorshire
Lng. o was the son of John Morton and his mothor was tho sister of the
colebrated Di. Chalmors. He was educated at the Merchiston Castle School,
Edinburgh, and recoived instruction in agricultute under Prof. Law, At
pineteon, ho was called home to superintond the Whitfield Model farm,
which ho did for the next four years. In 1844, the dgricultural Gazette
was established and he was chosen editor. This position he occupied duting
the remainder of his life. e died very suddenly May 3rd, 1888. For the
above facts wo are indobted to the dgricultural Guzelte.

Bosides editing tho Glazetfe, ho also collocted and edited the * Encyclo-
pedia of Agriculture,” and was the actual editor of the Journal of the Royal
Agricullural Souciety. It would bo impossible in this short space, however,
to enumerato all tho useful works in which he ongeged.

He will bo best known as editor of the Gazefle, to every roadet of which
ho has endeared himself by the strongest ties  Ho soomod « personal friend
to every one, and all lookéd to him for encouragement in their work. * It
will all come right” were the wards most ofton on his lips. Iow ofton he
had to use them in theso times of depression in sgricultural matters in Eng

land. They fitly reprosent his nature, which was always hopeful.  Agricul:
ture has suffered a sorious loss in bis death.

NOTES.

Thero is no time so well adapted for the killing of weeds as when they
are small.  If the smull weeds aro killed thoro will bo no large ones to give
trouble This is too often lost sight of, and tho weods are allowed to grow
until thoy shade the ground and choke the growing crop, then all handsturn
in and oradicatothem. What istho consequencal Ittakes ton times aslong
to remove thom as whea thoy were small. They hsve also done u sertousm-

jury to the crop in that thoy have shaded the ground and tha growiog stems,
and used plant food that was needed by the crop.

Plan to do as much weeding by horse power, ané as little by hand labor,
a8 possible. The eultivator will remove woeds a groat deal cheapor than the
hoo. A bright boy with a horse and cultivator will remove more wends in
a day than ten men with hoes. Vil it pot pay that farmer who has noze,
to got a cultivator instead of hiring men to hoo?

The following was seen latoly : A man leading a horso, the horee draw
ing tho plow and another man holding this. Here is cconomy for yoa!
Two.10¢n snd one horso to plow one acre por day at the outside, and prols-

| bly not that. Ilow much better would it have beon to have had two hori

and one man and have plowod two acres that day ! But if it had beon men
tioned to theso men, they would havoe said that they could-not aftord it. Ba

could they really afford to do as they were doing? The account would staod
about this way :—

For nlowing two acres.

Two ren two days at ouo dollar per day....... 34 00
Ono-horse for two days st 75 cts por day...... 1 60

Total 25 50
The other account would stand :

Ono man onoe day at one dollar per day. .......31 00
Two horses one day at 75 cents por day........ 1 50

Total 82 50 :

Or, in other words, it would cost over twico as much to plow the i»
acres in the one caso as in the other. A rich man could not afford this, 5&
a compatitively poor wman who owned only o fow acres was trying it. The,
ho coroplains that farming don't pay. Such farming does not.

Yoob vor CoxsuMmiIves —Scott's Emulsion of Cod Liver 0il, with Hypophosptia
is a moat marvellons fuod and medicine. It lieals the fmitation of the thmat aod ey
and gives flesh and strength quicker than any other remedy known. It is very palaisin
having r:ono of tho dinagreeable taste of the crndo oil. Put up in 50c, and 81 sizes




