I

'3y

THE CRITICOC:

A Raritime JProvincial Jourual,

DPEVOTED TO

Commerce, Manufacturing,

Mining and Agriculture.

o A=

Lov PER ANNUM, }
SINGLE cOPYs ¢s.

=

HALIFAX, N. S., DECEMBER 30, 1887,

{ Yol

_— R g Er—— =

CONTENTS OF CURRENT NUMBEER,

Luttomag.
188

Whow ‘Ilie MavesWHthal, ... . .., frer e e aiaes veee o 2

Halifax Nuisance.... ... .. . R . .9

NMet civnne seee svves v oe aus Ceeere o erce b eerereaee s 1
Miscrrranzovy,

Chit-Chat aud Clcklea. .. ., . e ee e . ee . 3

News of the Week. oovvvenn . on. .. .-
Portry--Ring Out, Wild Bells ...,

o ee e e e - . A 1
Musical Echoes . ... ... .., .. DU ]
Industrinl Notes..... ... Cereees ce eee e e e e . .9
COMNerCIal et i cliiit ciiiiiiis 4 eeeerenensasies  cnsesereneanes il
Market Quotatinong. ... . iiiiis veiniinnenne ceees 9
Mining ..

B et iee thateneatens nen e et —— RNt T

H0we and Farmn ..o ciiiiniiiiiinninnenennas 14
Religionns , iioiiiiiiiii iinn cenennnnnns veevases 10

— . a—
—— —— . —

- —

THE CRITIC,

by vy -

Published every Friday, at 161 Hollis Streef, Halifax. Nova Scotiy,
BY
CRITIC PUBLISHING COMPANY.

Kdited by C. F. FRASER.

Subsoription $1.50 per annum in advance. Singie copies 3 cents.
& SAMPLE COPIES SENT FREE. -&s
Remittances s}zould bemadeto A M.FRASER, Dusineys Mavacer.

The editor of THE CoiTicis responsible for the vicws axpressed in Editorial Notos aud
Articles, and for such only : but tho editor is not to be understnad as emlorsing tho sentis
ment- expres~ed in the articles enntributed to thit journal.  Ouir readern are canabie of
approving or dirapproving of any part of an mticle or conteats of tho paper: and after

exercising due caro as to what ia to apprear in oue calumny, we thall leave the rest ta their
intellizeut judment.

- m e e v, - —_—— -- — - — - -
e s e — e — -

EDITORIAL NOTES.

There must be somne mismanagement and want of forecast in the P. O
Depariment, when there have been no five-cent stamps at the Halifax
Office for at least (10 our knuwledge) u week.  Of course it is not a matter
of very great importance, there being no unbearable hardship in using a
two and » three ; 81ill, it should not be.

We have frequemly referred to the rabbat pest in Australia, and the
extent of the nuisance seems stll o be on the increase.  One station in
New South Wales, for which the Government received in the form of rental
814,000, was last year a charge upon the provincial treasury to the extent
of §55.000, expended in exterminating the abbns. A roward of &125.000
15 nuw offered to the inventor who discovers some means for ridding the
couniry of these prolific bunnies.

We suppose it is pretty well known by this ume that the European
news furnished o the cis-atlantic press i1s unrehable.  * Europe,” says the
Britisk Amierican Citizen, ** is in 2 state of chronic unrest, because London
corespur dence and New York newspaper bogus cable despatches are
manufactured to suit the American market. There is no industry in which
5o much care is taken to suit the customers” taste as this of newsmongering,
and none in which so much humbug and ignorance is displayed in the
trement.” .

R

1t would appear from the following description of their new infautry
arm that the French have not been idle in equipping their forces with an
improved weapoh. “ The ncw Leble gun is described as very effective.
Itis a repeating rifle. throwing a small stecl-pointed ball, which is pro-
pelled by 2 newly invented smoekeless powder of great power.  The balls
revolve at the rate of 1,000 1cvolutions a minute, and arc eflective at a
divtahce of a mile ard a half. In recent tests bullets at 500 yards penc:
trated 3 biick wall cight inches; and, it is said, that at a mile they will
pass through a man as cauly as at ten paces.  The cantrides are so small
that a soldicr cun carry 200 rounds.  Oune hundred and sixteen rounds has
herofore been the maximmun®  This sounds formidable, dut these are
some disadvamages about a very small bullit, and we feel the waut of
details as to the effects at short ranges. Very likely, howcver, the new
rifle is an effective arm,

A collection of Irish musie, magnificently bound andfilluminated, is to
,be sent to M. Gladstone from New York.

No wender that the people of Cuba yearn for Home Rule, and covertly
advacate annexation to the United States.  Within the past ten years Cuba
has paid into the Spanish Preasury about 8376,000,000 and even the loyal
Spanish residents cau scarce plead an excuse for maintaining a union, tho
advamiages of which are so unquestionably one-sided. Cuba has a popula-
uon of one and a half million persons, and soon she, with her white and
colored citizens will, if Uncle Sam keeps a bright look-out, form part of the
great American Republic.

When the Comte de Paris issued his manifesto we remarked that the
indifference with which it was treated by M. Grevy's government indicated,
possibly, a consciousness of strength in the Republic.  The result of the
late crisis, which mizht have been so formidable, goes to coniirm our u}ca
that republican institutions have really acquired a firm hold on the mind
and-sentiment of France. We partly based this opinion on the fact that a
whale generation has now nearly grown to years of maturity since the
overthrow of the Empire. .

‘There is sometimes a goud deal of-—as it scems to us—unnecessary and
offensive fuss made by the strect-car conductors in hurrying up passengers’
farcs.  When the cars me over-crowded, as they often are, it is frequently
a matter of quite a livtle time and manccuvring to get your fare passed up,
or 10 navigate to the front to drop it into the box yourself, or to get change,
and as far as our observation—which is pretty continual—goes, passengers
are for the most part carcful enough, and as expeditious as is at all
necessary.  The street cars are, on the whole, well conducted ; let their
authorities guaid against any offensive nonsense.

The Gloucester Fishery Union recently passed  scries of resolutions,
one of which reads as folluws . —* Resolesd, That we neither use nor desire
1o use Canadian waters for practical fishing, but simply ask that our
commercial rights thers shall e defined by our own Government, and
when defined, maintained " The contrast between theory and practice
strikes us as being somewhat marked. llowever, the Gloucester Fishery
Union evidently thinks itself quite virtuous and magnanimous in insisting
that “ we will cheerfully conform 1o whatever copstruntion our wien (italics
ours) Government shall place upon existing treaties and legislation ¥

‘The coal beds of China are five times as large as those of all Europe,
while pold. silver, lead, tin, copper, iron, marble and petroleum are found
w the greatest abundance. Owing to the prejudice of the people, the
mines have never been worked to any extent, it being the popular belief in
Chna that if these mines are opened thousands of demons and spirits
would come forth and fill the country with war and suffering.  Some day
China will rise and cast oft her superstitions, and there arc signs now
visible of the coming awakening. When she does, she will be a great
power in the carth.  Who is it that says the world will be one day Teuton,
Slav, or Mongol?

“I'he Dartmouth ferry boat crossing from that city on Friday, encountered
a boat with two small boys who had lost their oars, and were benumbed
with cold. The ferry-boat is not the handiest of craft to manwuvre, but
she wnanaged to effect a rescue a‘ter some time, during which the most
remarkuble part of the business was the vociferous cxcitement of the male
rasscogers, venty of whom shouted themselves hoarse with as many
afferent c: . ortations to the poor boys what to do. The scenc excited
seme talm speculation on the part of soms ladics who were in transit, as to
whether as many of their own sex would have lost their heads, and
behaved as ridicuously 2s the "Lords of Crestion—such specimens as were
prescut.

Bad taste is by no means confined to the individual. Public bodies
ficquently commit themselves to it, and sometimes ‘whole communities are
inoculated with perversion, The Board of Admiralty often misnames Her
Majesty's men of war “in a way we despisc,” but the most rotund instance
we have become aware of for a loag time, is the craze that has scized the
jconle, legislature, and premier of New South Wales to change the nzme
of their colony to * Austraha.”  One is at a loss to understand the state
of mmd which not only admits, but fights strenuously for, an idea so
innately and patently ivappropriate. ‘The Times devotes an amusing and
sarcastic leader to it, and the other great colonies seemn hardiy o koow
whether to take the presumption as a jest, or to be seriously angry aboutit,
Perhaps N, S. W. will by-and-by return to her senses.




