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LA BELLE CANADIENNE.

I'vo roanied oor nany & foreign clime,

And sipped the glowing:cup of pleasure,
And proyed the folly muuy o ime

Of Tovitig fo repent at leisure,
T'vo sech the filrdst English maids,

With azure oyes and golden tresscs,
And liugered midsp tho suany, glndes,

Where Ytaly the grape expresses.

Tho lovely ones of Spait and Franée,
Circassinn, Russian, German ladies;
Tve geen th' Egyptian Almas' dance,
Cashiere, where many o beauteous woid Is;
And mem'ry soou reca)ls the past,
Each tender séenes In groves Arcadian,
And wand'ring fancy’s fixed at lagt,
The lovellest. mald's o falr Canndian,
R Y Y ORIpee wgrd
For in her lovelliiess you'll find
Tho sweetest themo for lovi's digcussion,
United with a.glowing inind,
The charms of English, French and Ruasiun.
And thes by walk and micn at first,
Or by the tasteful way she dresses,
1s the feeling of admiration nurst,
'T'ill o snagic power the heart confesses.

Enraptured with her ¢asy gmace,
. 'The poetry of every motion,

You risy yoyr qyes to seeshen foce,
And t.ndly yow a Jife’s deyotipn ;
While swift as shg retyras tho glance,
Your acnses reel in blips Klyaian,
She's the darkly liquid pyes of France,

And seeme to be'a fafr Parisfan,

And when in costly furs acrayed,

Sho skates along tho frozen waters,
Or softly whigpers not afmyid,

With sil\'ﬁry Jaugh of England's duughtera
Aod down the elippery ¢ong you gpeed,

0, who can paint the thrilling pleasure,
Whilo soldter-Iike you duro the deed,

And boldly kiss your lovely treasure.

The gracefal strength of Russian holles,
Their pliant form and noble bearing,
Caunadian Toveliness excels,

And well she loves 2 talo of daring.
Her throbbing bosom heaves, and thon—
With portcg tips and melting glances,

She pleads to heat it o'er agein,
In accents that the soul entninces.

5o tho' I'vo travelled many a mile,
And et with wany charming beautics,
Am. fancied that X loved the while,
Nor gave a thaught to mnrried dutics.
§ There's only oy I truly lovo,
With purest lovo of stylo Amadian,*

CONFESSIONS OF A RIFLE
VOLUNTEER.

——

Rousseav wrote Confessions, aud why
shouldn't 1? It's true I'm not likely to be-
como 60 famous ns Roussoan, but I hopo 1
shall not bo so infamous either. My style is
undoubtedly yvorse, but my mprals, T hope,
arp better than his, I never descended to
actual thaft, at least in the vuigar souso of
the wond ; dand T am uot going to publish,
for Scandal to gloat over, the mental weak-
nessos and the bodily diseases of my dearest
friends. Let it not be supposed, then, that,
though rl should Lo sometimes obliged to
make mySelf appear ridiculous, I wish to
hold up to ridicule the Volunteer movement.
1t dosen’t follow that Lecause | wn myself
knock-kunee'd, the rest of my company
should be also. Why, we've some of the
Landiest-legged raen in our company that
van be seen in the world; and very
‘auch I admire their marching, though T ind
it impossible to imitate their m vements,
and I will state Brst of all why it was that 1
Joined the Volunteers. I'm notat all blood-
thirsty, nor am I particularly comrageous ,
nohody ever observed of me. as I once
heapd o ¢ ludy’ remark of Jones, that ¢ I had
guite the air millingtair;” but I am very
dyspeptic. Sitting over a desk forsometimes
ten consecutive hours has a tendency to
make you sq, particularly if you never take
apy exercise beyond getung into and out of
bed ; and that was all 1 had o chanee of tak-
ing, unless I could have managed to get up
a little carlier, which was umpossible withmy
sleoping faculties, o to feel less tired when
1 left business, which never once happened
to me.  As soon, therefore, as 1 heard that

drill was good for the peptic organs, I felt
an inclination to serve my country ; when
it was snnounced that Volunteers wounld be
allowed b leave business o few hours eavlier
on Saturdays, my inclination was transform-
ed intodetermination; whon 1t flashed across
oy mind that, as scon as 1 displayed a mih-
tary spirit, ther could be no objection to
my wearing & moustache (wiuch ornament
for the upper lip haud always been to me an
object of ambition), iy determination

And 'gainst a thousand knights I'li prove
2 Sho's Loveicyt, aud o fair Canadian,
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amounted to & positive anxiety ; and when I
caught o glimpse of one of the Vietoria
Rifles in full uniform. with braid upon his

s rap—

bosom, and a sword at his side (though I
never knew exactly why that corps should
wear swords), my anx'e!’, was heightoned to
longing. But, alas) wio Vietorins wore Le-
yond niy reach ; they required more leisure
and more money than T could command ; 50
I was forced tn*put up with & less expensivo
body. 1 joined the First Lowersex, and I
got my holf-holidny., Of courso tho first
thing I did was ‘o order my uniform, for !
had alwnys undcrstood that the chief requ-
isite for a soldier was a uniform : it 18 un-
neceseary to spy that 1wy notion was wrong.
I put on my uniformn as soon as it came
home, and T am bound in common honesty
to state, that I didn't Jook m the leastibi-
tary + whether it was the peculiarity u my
legs (mentioned above). or a deficiency in
chest and shoulder (to whieh [ 1nust plead
guilty;, or an unfortunate habit of stooping
(to which T am addicted), or the want of
taste of those who originated tho uniform, |1
cannot sy with any cortainty: but I must
conscientivusly aflirm, that 1 bore a wonder-
ful rescmblance to the errand Loys at the
telegraph offices, with a slight dash (about
the cap) of a school-bay at thoso establish-
menta which are conducted upon the French
model,

As soon as T commenced dnll (which, of
course, I did not attend at first in uniform),
I proceeded to the second important step—
to wit, the wtlt of a moustache. 'This
was a very difficult and unsatisfactory task:
for either from carelesk and unartistic shav
ing, or {rom snyc erucl freak of yature, the
bristles came out with extreme irregularity
—here a bunch and there » bunch—and
each bristle turned in a different directior ;
while, such was the texture and color there
of, that [ was sometimes inclivied to believe,
as was suggested by an impertitent street
boy, that an old tooth.-brush had growed
through my lip whilst T was engeged in the
process of teeth clenuving.  However, perse-
verance will surmount all difficnlties, and by
care and attention to the kindly hints ot
comrades in the like situation, and by topi.
ous application of remedies proposed by a
confidental hair-dresser, T reditoed the obsti
nato hain to some degree of order, and even
inducedd them to grow in an clegant curve
fram the corner of the meuth to join the
whiskers ; but theyre patchy, very patehy.

Oh, but the drill! How can T deseribe
the horrors of the first fewdnys’ drilt ! The
days were yot short when 1 jomned the carps,
and as I could not go until after bunness, 1t
was dark when I arrived at the shed where
the scone of forfure wos onacted. T was
alone ; 1 camo late, and had no brother in
affliction. Thoso who were sufficiently ad
vanced, were marching, and wheeling, and
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