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CHARITY.

Mcok nnd lowly—pure and holy -
Chlef among the blessed three,
Tuming sadness into gladness,
Blost art thou, O Charlityt

In such unadorned terms, and to 2 melody
as simpleas the wordsare artless,swoet voices
sometimes recall to us oven in tho hour of
relaxation and mid Innocent gaiety, a yet
loftier testimony to tho supremacy of the
lowiy Queen of the Christain Graces.

Nor does the Nazareno alono accord to her
adeep vencration. For the joy in Heayen
which attended tho record of Ben Adhem's
meek desira to be written only as “one who
loved his fellow men,” attests the equal
reverenco of the Moslem far the cardinal
virlue which is said to cover 50 great a mul.
titudo of sins.

If.thenit be not permitled us in individual
cases {o doubt the efficacy of charity to-
wards our permanent welfare, wecannot but
hope much, if vaguely, for the futurecofa
nation which has been pre smisent in its
practice. Nay, move. If advantage be atten-
danton the recognition of an agglomerate
virtue, it would not seem unreasonable to
suppose that a portion msy fall to the lot
of each individual of the aggregate.

How enviable, on this hypothesis, is the
lot of an Englishman! For is not England,
of all the kingdoms of the world, foremost
(if not—as of yoro—%in tho battle's yan'')
at all events in tho boundless exerciso of
that most excellent quality? What, there-
fore, may he not hope, not only for his coun-
try, but for himself, in the great hereafter?

For have not the benignant administration
and tho ndmirable providence of the
sachems of his nation already l2id up for
him a sort of balanco in advance, consisting
of his share of the national virtue, which, it
is presumed will bo available to bo placed
to his credit in the day of his need at the
final balancing of accounts.

And not only, let us trust, may the Eng
lishman, but the Colonist—even tho Cana-
dian—amid all the humiliations of a nation-
al policy whichinduces tho irreverent taunts
of the worldly cynic, find—under the wmgis
of an empire whoso rulers, if they be not

always guided by tho wisdom of thoserpent,
moro than cmulato tho meekness of the
dove—the higher consolations of the right
eous, For there cannot exist a doubtof the
quality of tho charity on which he may base
his ealm relinnce, a8, although it includes a
liberal Lestowal of goods to feed tho pour, it
is, essontially and above all, of the kind
without which the possessor of all other
virlues is as sounding brass or a tinkling
cymbal,

Conspicuous, however, as is the charity
of England, it is yet, in ono respect, ad-
mirably tempered with somewhat more than
the serpent’s wisdom, Tor the serpent does
not always pause in its spring to consider
whether its antagonist is strong cnough to
give it battle, whilo Britain is fast becoming
famous for a wise discretion in tho picking
of her quarrels, The union of valor with
dlscretion is doubtiess a happy and most
respectabic one, and England asserts high
claims to all the praisc which may te duc to
the combination.

But it is of course only cavillers who will
insinuato that British honor was cheaply
vindicated by the assumption of a lofty and
threatening attitudo towands the effete
power of Spain—to the rablle of Greece—to
tho petticoated mandarins of the Flowery
Land- -0 the two sworded D.imios of Japan
—or to the astute and resvlute savage who
lately ruled mn Abyssinii—whoso ignorance
of .he appliances of modern civilized war-
fa ¢, however, alcno prevented him from
proving a * foeman worthy of her sleel.”

It is of courso only the narrow minded
wbho will dare to hint that tho sensitiveness
of British honor is marvellously quick-
cned, when the British Taxpayer can be
mado to realizo that the luxury of its asser-
tion is attmnable atlittle cust and at less
danger.

It isof course only the ribald and the
groes who will puint o the disemberment of
Denmark, and with shallow and heartless
nialice, scoff at the Christian meckness
which characterized the action of vut woblo
and virluous mother country un that occa-
sion. 1t is true tho wrath of 'russia and of
Austria would have been a more serious
matter than that of Denmarh, Boi what of

that? [s not discretivn a pearl of great
price?

Said we, unguardedly, that Britain's largo
hearted counsels were unguited by the wis
dom of tho serpent? Let us hasten tore
tract; and let us in no wise asperse the per
fect beauty of her faultless charity ! For s
it not a wise and a wholesome preverb wluch
inculeates that charity begins av home?
And are not our frank and honurable con
sins of tho States “ bone of our bone and
flesh of our flesh 7"

How graceful is concession! low heaven
ly the spirit which, when one clicek 1ssnut
ten, turncth thoe other to the smiter—which,
when thoe rapacious thief masterfully seizes
tho cloak, begs him also to accept the coat!

Not, alas, in thisspirit did wicked Prussia
awail tho onset of Francel! And what a
chanco his sho allowel to escape her of
edifying tho whole world by the true great
ness of a lowly and Christian national frame
of mmd! How differently does England, to
the ndmirntion of her neighboure, and the
joy of hor dependencies, utihize the stuitla
opportunities so abundantly furmshed 1o
her by the k adly readmess of the United
States, of displaying the orname:tof a mech
and quiet spirit.

There yet remains on the face of the earth
a class of fossit whose purbhind visivn fancies
1t discerns in tho teachings of history that
tho forecign policy of nauons cannot witl:
safety boe modelled on the apostolic type.
That security lies in the readiness of tho
sword to spring smiftly from its scabbard 1n
defeace of national rights, national digmty,
and national honor. That the tirst lessun of
the diplomatst should be unbendsmg tirm.
ness in tho maintenanco of Ins country s
rights, and that of the citizen to set asudeall
consuderations, even that of hife nself, at the
first intimation of aggression.

And it 1 even true that tus tone of ua-
tioral aund made Rome tho lawgiver st the
world, and raised cven tho small republics
of Greece to Le a glo.y to themselves and o
dread to zurrounding tyranmse. Itis trne
that theso principles *sixty years.inco
raised Franco to the piunacle of Lurop.ia
groatness, and havo clovated Irussia to the
same altitude today. [t s true thatCliso




