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THE COMPLAINT OF THE SPARROWS AT
THE ROYAL ARTILLLERY PARK.

[Suggested by seelng—-a.- flock of them flying
round and round, in evident distress, after the
closing up of the Royal Artillery Park.]

Dear friends and fellow Sparrows,
I've some welghty words tosay, :
As they affeot our future prospects,
Stand ‘ Attention,” here 1 pray:

1’ve whirled about the Park—
I've whistled ¢ where oh, where,”
‘There’s a terrible big desertion,
To me seems very clear,

The handsome, frowning citadel,
The key to all the rest,

Bought, i they say, with life-tlood,
Stands like an empty nest.

And our Royal Park, .

‘Where we've 80 h1pny been
Carod for and loved and petted
By the big guns of the Queen,

I8 1ike a silent graveyard,
‘With monuments of shame
For England and her honor
‘Will be an empty name.

‘When she deserts herchildren,
Her strength, her pride, her famo,
And allows tﬁe ¢ mighty dollar” 3
‘With ¢ gordid” her name to staln—

I1love old England, Brethern,
As much as any ol you,

And what affects her honor
Isa thorn in my breast too.

But she needn’t cut the bough
That held us to the tree,

We loved the very shadow

Of the land of liberty.

They say we'll turn to Frenchers

- And have to lez vous,
For friars will get tho barrack,
Long the home of the Royal Blue.

Some talk of turning Yankees,
And say its mother tongue,
Because from the same great nation
Both they and we are sprung.

Don’t hop with angry twitterin
At what I now hagvre sgaid; &5
Matters are very serious;

They affoct our dally bread.

Let’s fiy to Colenel Rhodes
And tell him about our cheer,
He never meant desertion
‘When he brought us over here.

And ifsomething isn’t done,
Starve we surely will,

For since the “Orontes” safled,
Not a cramb’s been inside my hill.

The sparrows were brought from England by
Colonel Rhodes two or three years ago and have
over since been carefully looked after and petted
by the men of the Royal Artillery who provided
them quarters in the Artillery Park.

LORD MALMESBURY ON THE HOUSE
OF LORDS.

At the annual dinner of the South Avon
Agricultural Society, held at Christ church,
the Right Hon. the Earl of Malmesbury pre-
sided. In replying to the toast of *The
Houses of Parliament,’” his Lordship de-
fended the House of Lords from the charges
recently made against it. In the course of
his speech hesaid: Itisa very important
matter in this country to know whether the
House of Lords is of value to the nation or
not, and before you can decide upon that
int 1t is necessary to read and learn and
inwardly to digest the history of England.
. That, I venture to say, has not been done

by those who acouse the House of Lords so
" vaguely-and so lightly. [Hear, hear.] It
is not for me at a meeling of this kind to go
back and take up your time by quoting and
recalling to your memory various moments
at which the Peers have been the saviours
of this country, when they were the first to
assert the liberty of - the people against the
tyranny of the Crown, and when. later, they
- defended the Crown against the tyranny of
the people. (Cheers.) This is ndt the
place or the occassion for such historical ree
views, but, speaking personally of the House
of Lords as 1 know 1t and have known i,
baving attended it with great care and per-

severance for thirty years, I maysayI do
not know any body of men who aitend to
the business whiciiis before them with great-
er altention and perseverance than my col-
lengues do in that EHouse. (ear, hear.)
They -are, asit may be said, ou of sight;
but two or three times in a session a debate
springs up, the galleries are filled with ladies

{and gentlemen, and the newspapers report

speeches, which, I may venture to say with-
out vanity, are second to none that can be
spoken. But it is not of that which I would
spenk; it is of the committees that sitin
that House ; it is of the arduous and careful
business-like manner in which private bills
and public hills are sifted in those commit-
tees of the House ; and these are not seen.
I wish to speak most respectfully of the
House of Commons—as respectfully as any
body of men can be spoken of—but I say,

‘and.it is impossible that it should be other-

wise, owing to the great mass of business
before them, the late hours at which they
sit, and various other ciroumstances, and
reasons, 1say that the bills they send up to
our House are constantly so very rough and
unshaped, and it is so totally impossible for
any action to be taken upon them, that un.
less there was n second House of Parlia-
ment, whether the Houso of Lords or any
other House, it would be beyond the power
of the law to take hold of those bills and
put them into any kind of form. If you
did not recollect the vast business of the
House of Commons, you could have no pos
sible idea of the blunders and the extraor-

dinary shape in which some of the bills come

up which we are told to pass as laws of the
iand. There has been one great complaigt
made of the House of Lords this year—that
it has donenothing ; that when a great ques-
tion--I mean the Ballot Bill—was sent up
at the end of the session, the House of
Lords rejeoted it. These are the words of |
those who wish to attack the House upon
what I may call a false indictment, and
make use of the word thal it # rejected " the
bill. ‘The House of Lords did not reject the
bill ; they never considered it.  They said,
¢ You send us up this bill, important as it
is, which has taken you four or five weeks
to discuss before you could settle what its
details should be, and expect us to pass it
in three days—a bill so important to the
country, changing so0 completely the char-
acter of the English voter that it requires
at least ten times that number of days to
cousider and arrange it in a useful form,”’
(Hear, hear.)’ The House of Lords, there-
fore, declined to consider the bill this year,
but they never rejected is—they never re

fused or declined, or said the bill was not
worth considering. And so it has been with
other bills sent up to us, We unfortunate-
ly sit there perfectly ready to do our work
from the beginning of February to the end
of July, and from some cause or other which
it is not tor me here to explain, last session
we remained sitting without anything to do,
except as regards a few bills which origina-
ted in our House. They were practical
measures, and these in the great Babel of
politics, are not eeen or known, but they
are of immense importance to many dis-
triots of this country and to its main inter-
ests, You may depend upon it, if you only
give the House of Lords wark to do they are
perfeotly ready to doit. In proposing ano-
ther toast his Lordship spoke of the land
laws and tenant right: Awmong the other
changes which are proposed, such as these
we have lately alluded: to, it is said the land
laws require to bo altered. What do they
mean by the “land laws?’ They mean to
alter that great and noble system of confi-
dence between landlord and tenant which

axists in this country, and in no other like
it. They wish to interfere, and no longer
to leave the landlords and tenants free
agents in their respective contracts with one
another, I consider it is an insult to any
inlellectual person to be told that two
grown-up men—the landlord "on the one
side and the man wishing to take a farm on
tho other—should not be able between them-
selves to come to a fair agreement as to the
time and conditions upon - which the one

lets and_the other takes the land (Hear,”~

hear). I know nothing of Ireland except
that the habits of . the people are- perfectly
different as between landlord and temant.
from what they are here; but this is what I
suppose has started these opinions that such
and such laws should be made®for this coun-
tiy as have been made for Ireland. Now, I
am quite convinced, if such laws as were
assed for Ireland two years ago were passed
or England, they would be perfectly futile
both to the tenants on one side, in many
oases, and the landlords on the other—but
less to the landlords than-to the tenants,
If the landlord does not retain sufficient
personal Interest and power over his estate,
he will not look upon it as an heirloom,
where he was born and where he means to
die. He will not look upon his tenants like
80 many brothers, as it wers, who are to go
through life with him, both gaining & fair -
profit from the estate which belongs to him,
but, as we see in France and other countries
he will look upon the estate as a mere_in-
vestment, and himself not being amused
upon it, and having no personal power and
interest in it, he will depart from it, and
either he will, if he has capital, farm his own
estate under the care of skillful agents and
middlemen, or if he does not do that he
will let it out at once tosome tiublim company
which would spring up on the speculation
of taking large estates and cultivating them.
to the best profit they could. (Hear, hear.)
There would be an end to that invaluable
race of men—~ that olass which Lord Derby -
used to call * the backbone of the country’’
—the tenant farmers. (Hear, hear.) There- -
would be no longer that feeling which
makes the strangth of this country wherever
you find it, whatever distriots it may be di-
vided into. I cannot sufficiently recom
mend to you a oontinuance of that system,
acting together, consulting together, and,
above all, of being plain ans straightforward
with your landlord, telling him all the griev- .
ances you have, and coming to that under-.
standing which two Englishmen of common
sense ought always to be able to accom.
plish within half an hour. " (Cheers.) With
respect to this government or any other—of
course I do not allude politically to any-
thing—I have only oné prayer to make to

themn and to the Hoiise of Commons and

that is, leave usalone; leave us to our own
good seuse and our own industry ; leave us
to the laws regarding landlord and tepant
under which we have lived hitherto, and I
am perfectly certain the system: cannot be
improved in any way, (Hear, hear.) The
landlord and tenant are now both under the
surveillance of publio opinion, and if they
dispute they have what is better than any
written law, the custom of the country to re-
aort to. :

The Army and Nuvy Gagzette hears that offi-
ocrs have sent in their papers by ‘¢ hund.
reds and hundreds.” In one cavalry regi-
ment one major and six captains and sev-
eral subalt(ras seek to retire. The Dublin
Brigade Office is reported to have had 400
applications to retire, and we are afraid to
mention the number reported to have been
roceived at head-quarters. >
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