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AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS' FUND.
A VIEW 1LOR TIDERS AND MANAGLRS,

(S/\. 3 i«l[ C’.nrr( '.f'nll:{;‘n({, )

Oae article on this subject 15 not likely to accomplish
anything, nor one article appearing occaswonally.  If the
Comrattee, or the Church, are in carnest in regard to this
fund, 1f 1t has been deternined to make it efficcent within a
reasonable time, then the Commuttee and the Chureh will
require o give tmore attention. My view of 1t 1s, that it
should come before all the funds in the estimation of the
Church, n as much as God cannot bless individuals or
Churches, which allow the members of the household to be
starved and dishonared, while they are lavish in sending the
Gospel to those outside. The Church which justly gives
her agents hberal salaties should not be satisfied to tell her
worn out servants, that the doon: of poverty 1s good enough
for them. The view which I wish to present is this, and it
is one I think not sutliciently considered, that these ministers
have a hrst clam upon the whole Church, not merely a
chantable ong, and for this reason, apart from all others —that
they are the servants of the whole Chureh and do work for
the whole Church.  From the day of their induction, they
are told, and 1t 15 a point we glory in, that they are the
servants of the whole Chureb, and from that day forward they
work for Chnst and tor Presbyteniamsm.  lo ways too
numerous to be told they serve the cause and not merely the
local Church. They give up time, and engage in many
labors for the sahe of Chast and His Church, for which they
receve no return whatever, space prohubits enlarging on this
pomt here, though it could be copiously llustrated, how
even in the remotest pomts the best known men are main-
tamng a testunony {or the Church and upholding the cause
of the Church,  Sach bemy the case tae Chuech in the days
of their mfirmnty and age shoutd come to thur help to an
extent adeguate 1o their need.

The second pont 1s this. Mamsters are under the most
solemn obhgation to labor only for the glory of God and
the salvation of «ouls  That s, they are 1o give themsclves
1o sprtual wortk,  They are 10 be econonucal and prudent
in therr outly of course, But are they to make it an end,
that when they reach the age of sixty five, they shall have a
suflicient meome to retire upon.  If so, 1f they ate to do ths,
besdes educatiog ther fanuly and meceung all expenses
upon the small salary they receive, then they must devote an
amount of time and thought to tinancial matters that will
intetfere with thar success as minmisters. “There 15 no man
more despised, or more worthy to be dispised, than the
mimster who makes the gan of money s chief end.
Managers and clders would not ke to see tnmsters engaged
m money tahing schemes with a view to provide for their
retirement. It will be sad, thisis not neeessary.  There
are wsurances societies witling to undertake all this respon-
sibaluy,  Thatis true. But how many of our mmisters arc
utterly unable to make such payments to these socicties as
waoid meet ther case. No, ather say to ministers, you are
free toandulze i money makang, so that you may live when
we cast you off, or say o them be troe to your high vocation
and God wil so bless you and us, that we shali count it both
a puvilege and a duty to see that you have a mund free from
anxiety i dom your work, and when it is done a sufficient
provision, and an honmed place in the Church.—D. D,
McLeaod.

CHURCHES WITHOUT A FUTURE.

We bave vccastovnally heard it said of a church that it
*has nototure.”  TUas casy enough to understand what is
meant by the oxpresston, It may hve for a long time, but
itowill paver be a great chureh, with large membership,
commandyg tlience and aimportance, large wealth and
power to doats work mna darge way. 1t s well enough for
a chureh to seek for s lage Wfe, and for its pastor and
friends to crave tor at this expanded and expandimyg influ-
en oo Butat s evident, m the very natare of the case, that
tor the large proportion of churcles this can not be, and
the swooner it acknowledged, and watk projected on
proper bass, the better st will be for all concerned.

We shuald be giadof every church mght ake a great
bouud torward an s wath o gathene g souls into the king-
doot Chnste Ttweald be a glonnas thingf every chutch
of e mambors e g, duneg the aad year, become one
with 2 hundred mewbers, all converted, and af cach church
ot a hundred members might grow intoa body of a thousand
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Christian people.  Let each church have all possible con-
secrated ambition to bring the whole world to Christ, and
remember that this is a legitimate ambition.  But because
any particular church does not thus bound forward in num-
bers, and because it does not grow rapidly in wealth and
power and influence, is no recason for growing discouraged,
or for saying that it has no future.

The fact is that most of the churches do have a future.
There are comparatively few that die.  Most of them live,
They may at certain tmes be weak aad Adiscouraged and
decreased in numhers, but the most of them live and go on
doing good work. Of course, some of them die, because of
local changes ; but then a great many stores and colleges
and business enterprises die.  Churches have a future, and
are to do Christ’s work in their communities so long as the
Lord destines them to live.

Many churches in quiet towns and ncighborhoods arc
no stronger or larger than they were filty years ago. The
word of God has been preached, the sacraments bave been
administered, the influence of the truth has been continuous
in the region.  People have come and gone, but the number
at no time has been large, and the membership of the church
has bueen correspondingly small. And yet from such
churches have gone one young man after another to hecome
nunisters and missionanes, and to fll places of importance
and distinction in the world.

We could give the names of scores of churches, never
large at any time, which have given mimsters and mission-
aries in numbers not approached by the larger and wealthier
churcbes It is not for nothing that these little churches
live. A Dlessing to their own communities, they are foun-
tains from which flow, almost perenrially, streams that make
glad the city of God. Many churches, too, in country
region, or in down-town city ncighborhood, are sendug,
contiuually, their choicest membershup as contributions to
other churches.  They are recruiting stations, which the
larger and wealthier churches might well afford, for advant.
ages to accrue to themselves, to foster and encourage. The
truth is that no church liveth to itselt alone, and some which
have not had much silver or gold to give have made their
hiving contubutions, Iiberally and with constant hand.

Let no mmister think his work one that reflects vpon
his own ability simply because his church seems to have
“no future.” Let him remember that each soul to be
reached by hin: has a fuwre, either of glory or of despair,
and, when he gets this mto s heart with sufficient clear-
ness, he will forget that the bulding in which he meets
with his peole is not of marble and granite.  Only let him
do ns work for Christ and for deathless souls. The years
are hasiening by.  Soon we shall stand before Him. It
will matter then not much as to the future of the church
where we labored, but it will matter much as to the future
of the souls which were comantied to our charge—Herald
and Presbyter.

THE OLD STAIRS OF NEHEMIAH.

The Palestine Exploration Fund has been for some
time past carrying on explorations on the south side of
Jerusalem, the principal object being to determine the
exact line of the old wall on that part of the town. It
often chances that in seeking for some particular thing
something else is found and such is frequently the case
in archaeological explorations. This is what has taken
place at Jerusalem. Nehemiah, in describing the
rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, says: **But the
gate of the fountain repaired Shallun, the son of
Colhozeh, the ruler of part of Mizpah ; he built it, and
covered it, and set up the doors thereof, the locks there:
of, ana the bars thereof, and the wall of the pool of
Siloam by the King's garden, and unto the stairs that
go down from the City of David.” Dr. Bliss, who is
carrying on the explorations, in a report latcly received,
announces a discovery which scarcely leaves a doubt
but he has found the old stairs mentioned by the
Prophet Nehemiah.

In the former report Dr. Bhiss described an ancient
gate he had come upon near the Pool of Siloam, and
which was supposed to date from the time of the
Empress Eudocia, but it, no doubt, was a later con-
struction at, or near to, the same gate which had been
repaired by Shallun, The stair which has been come
upon consists of no less than thirty-four large, broad
steps, and they descend down exactly to the pool ; they
indicate a ine of commumeation with the Ophel ridge,



