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Oile article oul luis SulytIct lî. mot Ilkeiy te) acrom>lishl
aîitîhig. fuir (Ile article appearing occaisioîîaIIy. If the
<"uniitrittre, or the Cfturch, are ici carnest ini regard to this
fusil if il lias been deterinined to niake it elic-eit within a
re.1scîriable ui e, t lien thle c ii ite a rît thle Church w ii
reiluiire tg give il mlore attention. M y vîew of it is, that it
shtiild coue before ait the funtis iut the estimation of the
('lîurclh. in a% inuuh as Goti cannot blcss iîîdividu-ils or
churches, wliîch ailow the iutembers of the houiseliolti to be
çtarveti and d.inrdwhifc the), are lavish iii sending the
(ospul e) chtos.e otititide. 'l'lie Cliurch whielî justly gives
lier agents blerai m.îatieî shouid nt be satisfied to tellilier
wurn out serv.înitý, that tlle dtioî of poverty is gooti enougli
for îiei. 'l'ie viewv wilîi 1 wish to present is tlîis. anti it
is one I think iot sufficiently conbidereti, that these iniisters
have a lir%t claini uptîn the wlîole Church, not mniercly a
charitale(elle, atid (or this reason, aimart froin ail lothers -that
tlie are the bervalîts of thec wlîole '1itirciî and do work for
tile whole Churci. Fromn the day of thecir induction, they
aire toid, andtilî is a point wîe giory iii, thit the' are the
scrr'aîîý of lime whcîlc ( 'iîurch, and froîn that day forward îhey
work for ('hri,,î and 1for l>resbyteriaiîsm. Ilu ways ton
nittuîs te) be tolti tiîey serve the cause anti not mereiy the
loical Clînrc'l. *Uhuy give ici tigne, anti engage in uIany
labors for Ille sike of Christ and 1lus Church, for whiciî they
reccive no rçtturt wlia-te% r, silice pîiuubits tiîlargitig on this
pint lit-re, lh'nîgiî it coulti bu copiously iltstrated, how~
es'e'î In the reiiote%t pon'lts the best kîîowilln ire main-
tailliug .1 te%tiiutl!iy fo'r tilt (hurch andti upho'(dîng the cause
of tlt-* <'fîircl. Sac> living the case toe Church iii tc days
of tîteir iniiniity andi age slîouiti coule to thuir lielp) t an
eXttn. litluqijite Io tir tîeed.

'l'le qtecollq p.u'ît is titis. Ministers are uander tlic niost
SOl>.mîîiî obuicgatin te lalior ofi>' for tîte giory of God and
ît îe s.tîv.itiî,uî of suis *rma: is, the>' arc ta give thenmscives
to sî'critui woî ik. Tlhey arte) buh econoiical and prudent
in thcir ouîiav- 'f cr-ie. fluit aire they to inakec it au uti,
thâtwl tiietiily rea1ch the age of sixty ive. the>' ShahI have a
suflieient iuit 'nule to retire upon. I f So, if teY aie to do this,
iîc'odVS >diaiî titeir faiîuîly ant ilmeeting ail expenses
uipn tîte *iîuaii saiary tlîey reccîve, tiien t)tey miust devote anl
auî''tînt of tlin;: ant thunglit to linancial inatters that wîii
iliîCîI. trc %vigil t4icr success as illinisters. 'lletic n5fo marc
niore desi iNeti. or more word»'y to lie dîspiseti, thanl the
iumiii-msttr wi' tîitakes the gain of nianey hits cluef cuti.

Ma'aer ati eiers wotild nît lîke to sec iinîsters esigaged
In cit>îe tic) itaikiî -clientes vigil a vicw ta pros ide for thecir
recureillent. It wiii he saîti, thi' îs not uccessary. Titere

ar t,,irtlics %Cplitic5 tviitig 1<) untderlakeU A titis respon-
sibility. Tllîat is truc. But how iuaiiy (if our iîîiibttrs arc
tîertly unahie to) illake %ceiil net to these socicties as
w"bii.d uteet tlheur vase. No, vitiser ýýay 10 iniisters, you are
free te) inuiuigr- in îu''ne> ming,, se) that you îuay iive 'dien
Iv'e (-ast )oil oih. or Sa) to) tllymj l'e truc il >-our hîgil Vocation
andi G Id wîl "o less > ou aid uis, that ive Shali cout il Ibutth
a jmnîSleize andt a titîty t,> sec ifiat )ou lîa-;e a mmiid free, frôm
auiîxîty iii doing yuîur %tork, aud "heui ut is donc1 a Suilcicut
lîrV,~Isîoî, a1nti ait1 litnu,'Iid place iii the (itrcii.--). V).

CHURCHES WITHOUT A FUTURE.

%Ve have oceaNionil>1 lîrard il %aîti of a1 churcît tîtat it
11.i'. n1' fultr.*' Il tIs casv eiiough l) o tdràt.int what is

înt.u't l' Ibt Cie ;res'n It îulay live for .1 long toile, but
ît "mli liq sur let a1 -Vat c litit, %vitl lare iînlest

cc'muîiîanclcug iince ant i întîortante, large wcalh andi
îbow~cr- tu (Ii its work mit a large way. It is wtchl cnougýi for
a tu- liiri te ek foir lis% u laitle, andt for its pabtor aud
frit-ndN te rait c fier ilth>so >pie and cxsaîtng isnîlu-
t'i t?. lbut ut is. evîdefiii l tite Nery nature (if tlie case, chat
for tîte lirge p'ro'portion t I czhurcf.es; tlos cain not bu, anti
the soitiler it ui, kîîwegd andi w ItrK jirojected on
litoiter t ilt 1tii>.I ter it svill fie for ai rnicertîîed.

c slIotIî,i let: Lt if Icver) churcît mîlgltt mîtake a great
i','îmii t 'îsar,1mî qll -Ilk'' gititerîr .g sou% into. Itle king-

th1 l'à %d Il: It.k'îilt 1-t a gfn'u fugm -e>ciaiit I
-il te Il uicmihi,k r'. mî.'î, urilig tilt )>~t>Car, liecoie ne
itit a hitirctl mneuiîi'ers. 11 aIl -uverttvd, andtif m(ach ctiurch
-'f a Iiitutc-ti meumît 'Ccrs ilult îgrow laiton a loîy of a tiîousamîd

Ciristii peuple. Let cach churciî have aIl possible con-
secrateti ambîit.ion to bring lthe witole world to Christ, and
reinriuter that titis is a legilirnate ambition. But because
any particuir citurci docs îlot tîtus boutid forwart in num-
bers, and because it docs flot grow rapidly iti wçalth andi
power anti ifluence, is nua rcason for growitîg discourageti,
or for sa>'ing titat it lias 11o future.

TIhe tact is that nîost of the cîturcites do htave a future.
:''here arc coîtîparativeIv feA' titat dic. Most of theni live.

icy tuay at certain ties bc wcak andi 'iscouragcti andi
decreaseti in îtuînibrs, but tue niost of thera live aitd go on
doing good work. 0f course, sonie of therti due, because of
local changes ; but theit a great tuany stores anti coileges
anti business enterprises die. Ctîurcftes htave a future, anti
are to dIo Citrist's work in tlheir cainmutilties so long as tue
Lord destines titeni to live.

Many churcîtes in quiet towns anti ncigliborhootis arc
no stronger or larger titan they were fifty y cars ago. Thc
word of Goi litas been preachet, tc sacraitients bave been
adîiiiistercd, the influence of the truti lias been corntinuous
iii tilt! region. l'copiec!lave couic antt gone, but the number
at ixo tinte lias becut large, and the meînhership of the churcb
lias been corrcspondingly small. Andt yet from such
churcîtes htave gone one yoting matn after anotîter to hiecomie
mutîiisters anti nissionaries, ant i ll places of importance
anti distinction iu the world.

WVe coulti give tite naies of scores of churclies: neyer
large at any tinie, which have given mnceustrs anti issioni-
aries ini nuinbers iiot approacheti by tite larger anti wealtlîicr
churcli-,3 It is itot for notlting tîtat tîtese lîttie cîturches
live. A flAessing 10 tlicir own collinuUfltes, îliey are foun-
taîins froîti whmclt flow, alîîîost perenrially, streanis tliat: niake
glati lte city of Goti. Maîîy citurcîtes, too, in country
region, or iii dowît-towît cîty neiglibnrhooti, arc sentinig,
coniti.iually, tîteir cltoicest îueîîîbcrship as conîtributions to
otîter citurclies. They arc recruitîing stations, whiclî the
larger andt wealtlticr churches nîiiglit weli afforti, for ativant-
ages to accrue to t;Iîeîîselves, to foster amîd enîcourage. VTe
truth is îlîat no church livcth to itsclt alouîe. andi sontie wlîiclî
bave itot liati niuch siver or golti to give have matie their
living contributionîs, libcraliy aitt witfî conîstant lianti.

Let ito riinister think his vork onc that reflcts upozî
Itis own ality simply liccause itis clîurciî senîs to have
-no future." Let hîtti rteniher titat cacli soul to be

reacliet hy liiut lins a future, either of gIory or of despair,
aitt, wlien lie gets thîls into i lin hart witlh suflicieuît clear-
ticss, lie 'viii forget tuai tite buîldinîg lu wlîich lie nicets
witlt lus peole is itot of inarbie aitt granilte. Only let him
do fils work for Christ andi for deaîlîlcss souls. Tue years
are iias;cning lb'. Soosn we shahl standt before Hîim. It
wiil untter titen not much as to the futuîre ot tue church
wherc wvu laboreti, but it svîll îîîatter rntci as to thie future
of tue souis whiciî wcre comniîti t0 our clîargc-Hera/'f
inil 1>resbyter. - -- - --. -

THE OLD STAIRS 0F NEHEMIAH.
Tilt I>alestine Exploration Fond lias been for somne

time past carryîng on explorations on the south sitie of
Jerusalerni, the principal object being to tietermine the
exact line of the oId wali on that part of tîte town. It
oflen chances that in seeking for some particular thing
something else is foti anti buch is frequently tie case
in arch.vologicail explorations. This is what has taken
place at ]erusahenî. Nehemiah, in describing zhe
rebuiilding the walis of jerusalem, says : - But the
gale of the fouantain repaireti Shallun, the son of
Colhozeh, the ruler of part of Mlizpati ; hie built it, anti
coverel it, anti set up the doors thereof, the locks there-
of, ana lthe bars thereof, anti the wall of the pool of
Sifoani by the Kmng's gartient atnd lanîo the stairs that
go down fromi the City of Davidi." Dr. Bliss, who is
carryimîg on the explorations, in a report latcly receiveti,
announces a discovery which scarcely leaves a doubt
but hie lias found the olti stairs mentioneti by the
P-rophet Nehcmniah.

In the formier report Dr. Blîss tiescribeti an ancient
gale lie hati corne uîîion near the Pool of Sihoam, anti
wiîich was stipposeti to date (rom the time of the
Empress E udocia, but it, no doubt, was a later con.
struction at, or niens to, the sanie gale wlîich had been
repaireti by Shalluil. Trhe stair whîich bas been corne
lapon consists of no less than thirty-four large, broati
steps, ant hey descend dowrî exactly to the pool ; they
indicate a lîne of comnmiunication wvith the Ophel ridge,

852


