
PERMANENCY OF VIE PASTORAL RELATION.

While cases mnay exist in ,,viiel change of location n.ly a1fftrd tlic Christian
Pa.stor the mieans of addinig tii hi8 fitriess for the work (if instruction, liY the
acquisition of somiething of which lie nîighit not, otherwise have 80 cobnveîîieliîly
made himseif master, <'ur impression iti strong tlîat; its urdinary etlèct is the
reverzse of' tliis. Speakirîg gexierally, growth in adaptation for thec performnirce
of duty is lîest securcd by tlue effort ro %whiclh, in tlue case (if ant Iion,îurale mîind,
its habituai performance prompts, especiaily where the miitters deait wvith are o>f
a chiaraeter to nlford free scolie for mental action-a conirditioin which hiidï lire-
eminetitly iii the case of' the Christian mitiistry. Take off tlie straiîî %liielh
neceSsîty imposes, and the love of ense, Si) natuiral to us, is in danger of 1 îroducirig
interînissqion of the effort whiclî is the grand condition (if imprîivenieîît. Chiange,
frequent chanîge cspecially, would s-Qeii tuais to cadanger tlic work uf inîstructionî,
by interféring %vittî the reqîîîsite quai ificat ions for it.

We coneeive, moreover, tlîat Ït can liardly fail further to operate muisc1ulievousiy
by the undue narrowing of ics range.

The Scriptures present flue w'ork of Christian instruction ur-der the very sigiii-
fleant figure of building up,-wliih includes the erection of a superstruuctre, a
'weli as the 1 iving of founautions. cissigning, as they do, to certaini first pririci-
pies, the doctrine concerxîing Christ, by m-ay <'f enuiince, tue place of fo'ulîdatiîan,
they cati on u.9 to direct Our attentionr flrst to these, and to urge theui with il-.I
affection and earnesîness, aad with fuliess, and frequeney of' repetitioin. 'J'le
value, however, of tliese prinmry truulus and considerations aritSing out of the
relation ivichl tlîey bear Wo utherd %vilîih forai their eompiement,-or to keep top
the figture, constitute the superstructure-the presentatiun of these latter iin dite
proportion is essential t(i the %vliole. Iletiee, we are exhorted, leaving fir.st îîriîici-
pies, tri pass on to perfection. The saeriticing of1 the latter to thie former, or their
iaegl"ectlor fluem, is Fpîîken of as at once a nîisfu'rtune and al repronch,--hle eximience
Of a necessity f'or it xnarkinig iaferiority oif conuiîtioîn. But this is a task too largo
to be overtaken within a limited p.istoritte. Il' teiiching is to have in it aaiythintg
of sym rnetry or compieteness-both of %vhich are requiziite to eficiency-i ts ran go
and plan of procoîlure must ho determned la viev of the tinme with cali ho
devoted to it. Where that is, iimited, ruany tripics hi shoul l he icue
inust bo ûither left out or dealt wvith ii a vcry perfuinc;torv mai.nner-eitlier of
wvhiclî courses wvilI interfere seriousiy wvith tle kno%,Vledge required for the >eaithly
deveiopmeîît of the Christian 111e. Thle repetition of a sirnilar course hy tiie Pats-
tors wh1o successively fulfil ilîcir brief career naust dvrarf those whoim the Master
would, have doveloped to tfle size and strength of full-gyrown nianhood.

Suppoîse the instructor, on t hoe otiier Iland, tri base bis plan on the %vants of
bis charge, irrespective of the timte whlich lie mnay alloiw hinise)f or have aihîwed
hlmi fuor carrying it out, the instruction tfley receive will ho ini danger of beiuîg
fragmentury, as a premnature, ?ossil)iy an abrupt termination inay he put tii iz.

Nor is this the îvhîle <-f tlîe hazard to %vlîich a shiftiig Pastorate expoîses thosor
who are eo unfortunaîe as Wo ho suiijected to it. Iluere îs risk of its iduoing
confusion, as weii am failin- in fiilness and svmumetry. 'rie nîca dibvn asoiu
please, there xviil be atingc thein differen:es of viev, si) tlîat tlîey wil lii ceri.ain
pointsq give different expia ations; of the saine creed. Shitid these diffor-euices hoe
in iueuuslçes utiltinportant., their existenice miay still lieget uncertainty on Oieo
part of thise under insrrriiî(,n, or lcad thieun to the hoîlding oif noi)oiuns îîcîuîsis-
tent iviuhi one another, and tendçing rather to muttuai neuitraizati>a than wvorking,
harmuuuiously togyether. Instances <if tluis sort may bc fiiuuîd îîrîîabi; tii exis;t
everywhere, there being so niany sources luesides the Pui1 îit wvhencc ile;1 iîre
drawn ; but %ve have been zztruck ii tlueir frequenicy liere. When these diffecr-
onces obtain in relation to the more imlportant maaurs- whiciî they înay do, o?'
course-tUe cons-equences wiii he s0 much the more sariîius.

In addition to the instructiion o'f tUe peopie, the Pastor's, %vnrk incetldes a1s is
end tUe formation and develiîpment of their Christian character, %with the cultiva-
tion and employunent of ilieir capal'ilities.

Ttis also is a prýceqs which rc<juires time, iniplying, as Lt dries, the persevering
use of mecasui es careftuliy aduîpted. to the dispositions anud circut-nstatîces of the


