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all theinconveniences of the itinerant
system less the systematic advan-
tages.

We have been frequently in the
habit of paralleling the relation of!
pastor and church with that of mar-:
riage, the pastor being the husband.
In view of the facts to be present-
ed, we submit that if that figure
of speech is at all appropriate, the!
system of divorce is assuming pro-
portions rivalling the action of di-!
vorce laws in some of the neigh-
boring States where really oncof the
problems of social life is to discover
whether one is married or not. We
draw our information from the Ycar
Books, and make our statement
with some care, though from im-
perfect acquaintance with many of
the fields we have come to the con-
clusion that in the present form of
our tabulated statistics we can only
approximate.

The first number of the Vear
Book bears date 1873, Of fifty-two
names of ministers settled in On.
tario and Quebec only seven ap-

'tricv:\bly lost by a conlidence that

pear as remaining in 1880 in thelr
old charges. Al the rest have
<cither dropped out or changed their |
pastoral relation m the seven years.
Of fifty-five names taken from‘
the statistics of 1878 and 1880, 1
tweaty-seven remain in the last vear

as they were reported in 187801
twenty-eight  have changed, of

which twenty-cight have dropped
out altogether, and from present
appearances the ratio is not de-

creasing,. Have these  changes |
been for the most  part  bene-
ficial > Let us sce.

then., our pastoral relations com-
pletely change in every six years.
Of the pastoral tics thus severed, 1t
is safe to say that in every case one
of the following contingencies pre-
vatled on the part of the people:
Either the separation was viewed
as a happy release, or with indiffer-
ence, or as a painful and invelun.
tary severance.  In the first two
mstances  there  was something |
wrong which told of weakness and
decay; in the other case, unless the |
cause were strong, discouragement
and even resentment would serious-
ly interfere with the church's pro-
gress and stability.  In compara-
tively few cases would the change |
be viewed on all sides as for the
glory of God and the upbuilding of
His cause.

That changes are called for and
effected with benedit, both toa faithful
pastorand aworking people,we know;
but we have not vet brought our-
selves to believe that the frequency
of our changes has Dbeen either
beneficial to our work orinseparable
from our polity. They arc either
an element of weakness among us,
or the effect of a cause whose pre-
sence denotesa disintegrating power
detrimental to our advancement as
a part of Christ’s Church militant.
<an any one determine which? We
are not pessimists, having faith in
God ; nor have we implicit faith ina
sentiment sometimes given in our
columns of correspondence that we
need never expect to be a large
denomination. \We naturally ask, if
we hold New Testament polity, why
not? The real question is, have we
the moral courage to face our weak-
nesscs, confess and mend them? To
understand our weak points is to be
strong as we cover them. An ap-
parently impregnable position at

Virtually, |
f

Spitzkop bravely won, was irre-

kept not constant watch.  Sccure in
our work as Churches of Christ we
call attention to what
manifestation of something wrong, |
before we return to it again we should
be glad if some thoughtful friend, lay
or clerical, would indicate in what
dircction the evil (for in its present
proportions cvil we deem it to be),
which we have pointed out may be
met and minimized.  We have con-
tented ourselves just now with noting
the foct, will some give us the why
and the wherefore?  \We pause fora

reply.
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The subscribers were invited by special
circular to mect in the Lectureroom of
Emmanuel Church, on Tuesday, Feh,
15th, to reccive the report of the Com-
mittee, and to decide on the form n
which the ‘Testimonial should be pre-
sented to Dr. Wilkes.

The meeting was duly held at the tme
and piace appointed, with Mr. Henry

is to us a

Lyman in the chair

1. The report of the General Com-
mittee was read by Rev, Dr. Corsisn,

on. Secretary, amd the audited state-
mient of the Preasurer was presented by
Mr. Groker Haot b, Hono “lreasurer,
whereupon, it was

2. Moved by Rev. Javes Rov, M,
AL seconded by Mie NOBL Cowsr,and
resolvsd unanimously . i

That the Report, wlich has now heen |
read, be recened and adopted ; and that,
together with the Treasurers's statement, |
and Subscription lists, 12 be printed for the |
information of subscaibers tothe Fund. ;

3 It owas moved by Mu. Jauis|
Baviass, sceonded by Mk Groxror
Haut ke, and resolved . - ;

That this mecting, whilst expressing s

gratufication at <o successful a termination
of this undcrtaking, desires to tender its
cordial thanks to those friends i the
Mother Country, who have by thew liberal
oufts contributed so largely to ths success;
and at the same tume to record 1ts grateful |
appreciation ot the essential services ren-

dered to the Fund by James Spcer. Lisq..,
and the Rev. W. S, H. [iclden, the,
Treasurer and Secretary of the Columal |
Missionary Societv, London.

4. Itwas moved by M. Co R Bk,
scconded by Rev. Dxe Sievexson, and
resolved -

1 hat the best thanks of the subscrbers
are due, and are herehy tendorad to the
Rev. Dr. Cornish for his Laborous services
in connection with the Testimonal Fund,
and through which, to a large extent, ts
success has been assured.

5. The Committee further reported
that arrangements had been made for
holding a public meeting of the sub-
scribers, and all others interested in the
matter, in Emmanuel Church, on the
evening of Thursday, Feb. 24th, for the
presentation of the Testimonial to Dr.
Wilkes, and that they had requested Dr.
Cornish to make the presentation, which
action was sustained, whereupon the
mecting adjourned.

There was a good attendance at Emn-
manuel Church the evenming of the z24th,
to witness the presentation of the Public
Testimonial to the Rev. Dr. Wilkes.
Mr. Henry Lyman occupied the chair,
and on the platform were Revs. Dr
Wilkes, Dr. Stevenson, Dr. Cornish, J. S,
Black, H. Wells, Theo. Lafleur, Robert
Wilson. James Roy, Prof. Shaw, ]. L.
Forster.

The Rev. Dr. Stevenson opened  the
meeting with prayer, after which the
Rev. Dr. Cornish said he had received
letters of apology for inability to attend
from the lord Bishop of Montreal, Rev.
Principal MacVicar, Dr. De Sola, Rev.
A. B. Mackay and Rev. Dr. Usher, they
being absent on special duty clsewhere;

and from Rev. Dr. Jenkins, Rev.
Principal Douglas, Prof. Fenwick, and

Mr. James Court, for being  absent
through illness,

The Treasurer of the fund, Mr. Georse
Hague, reported that the amount reeon
cd altogether on account of the Testn
monial  has heen $8.196 25, of whih

245270 had been received from Great !

Britain . $1.884.57  from  Montreal .
$449.50, from Ontario, and $y19.33
from miscellancous ~ources. The en
penses of ¢ollecting, cte, has been $oae

53 leaving a Iahee ot $8.084.72
which was accordingly vewdy for pres ne
ation to the Rev. D Wilkes

The presentation was made by the
Rev, Dro Cornish, who spoke as (ol
lows .

<My o DPuak e Wik, Tt affords
me steere satisfia tion to be the w sdiam,
on so notathle an o vason as this, of
tendering to vou, on the behallt of vou
friends and fellow Ctizens, ther congrat
ulations snd  tokens of respuct and
esteenm. Onmany grownds isthe occas
ion notable, but chidly becaose it is the
lot of but few public men, espedially in
new country where chance and change

are so frequent, to pursue thar career |

for well nigh Falf a-contury in the samwe
place,and ministering to the same peop! «

To still fewer is the happiness qranted of

doing this with growing sucioss and
approhiation as the years roll o Sudhy,
however. has hecn your happs lote s a
public man and 2 minister of the Goapl
it this community . a fact which the
proceedings of this evening testing mare
clearhy thanany words of mine could do.
To the loval mnster of the Gaapel of
Christ, the approval of the Master whein
he serves s the highest meed of hanor

and rewand that he looks torwand 1o,

Neat to thais comes the approbation of
his own consdence, springing trom
well assured conviction that, howaver
poor and tnperfect may hase been his
senvice. his dominant iotive has been o

man's Coas Eonce v ie sight of God.™”
Yet, inministers even thore 3 much of

human nature : and it s, thercore, no

matter for wonder that they shoshdl Iike |

other man, be sensitne to the onnions
which others may farm of therr charater
and of thar work, There s, wmoreover,

in society a heen discernment of moral |

worth and of unseliish senvice, and of-
times 2 readivess o appreciate and re-

'

wiven by vour numerous fricnds in the
s Maother country and i this ey, and in
“divers parts of this Donunton and the
Umited States: given, too, with oft -
ovpressed wishes that all that s good and
blessed may ever surround vour path.
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In reply, the Rev. Do Wit ks spoke
as tollows
DR, Corvasi, Dthank youthe Come
mitter andd the many friends vou re»
presaat for this mamiticent ostunonial,
Betore adverting to the matter generally,
Vet e offer to sou indwaidually, to the
CAdting "Treasarer amd to s e others, all
of whom  have ovpended an immense
amount of Labour 1 geting thns Testi-
moniil, the cvpression of my  hearttelt
s gratitude for such zenerous senvice,
My first wpression s the futhfulness
and loving kindness of Gaod. No one
"need be arand of laving lamself ot 1
service rendered in His name, on behaif
of tellowmen, athout any reference to
"potuniany reward. Let him trust inthe
, Lord and do good, and venly he shall
be fud  Fhe moaey value of this gift is
large. and by oo means unacceptable to
myselfand fanaly, ospecally at a time
when dircamstances, over which we have
had no control, have caused  consider-
able dimmuation of @ moderate ncome,
and whien albso the bread-winner has
| bassed beyond the threescore vears and
“tenand, yet. let me say that the reports
,which have reachad me ol the readiness,
the cheertulness and the liberality ot the
response made to the apphication of  the
Committee and it~ officers, raise  this
it far above any moncy value, and
evhibit it as ~sach a testimony of regard
A CORSETHeS 1L a0 procwns tevw ad for
sucn services os T have been enabled 1o
tender i the caise ot truth and night-
catisness during 535 vears,
Phiv s a = Jubilee Tesumonml”™ At
Cthe jubidee sonviee m Zaon Churech in

Pdo it faehfdh and = by maniftatation of ) Octobier, 1878, there were present a con-
i the truth cortmeading himsdl 1o Gvery | sderable number of old nesds of vor

1ot churches, who had bocn the com-
pemions in former davs i such work as
we were called to do together 1 lavenot
a list of the subsenhers inmy possession,
rand Jdo not vet know most of the names
; that are oa the bst, but T happen to know
that the s aresomeamong thon some who
were buvs ain miy Sunday-schoo! dass in
| Moatreal 35 years ago. At that carly
“pentod of my manhovd we had a Mis

I

cognize  these good  qualities  in g stonary Society, of which T was Secretary,
public - man- and in your  case.  composed of Preshyterian,  Baptist and
Iam happy to think, has this fouad an | Congregational dwellers in the city, the
avemplification. For nearhy 50 vears,  design of which was to precure and then
vour face has heen amonyg  the most  tod i the support of well-qualified
famihar and best known i this com- . nunisters of Chinst in the destitute parts

munity. and vou huve been willing dur-
ing all that time to give yoar weady
senvice to yvour fellow-itizens, not in the

pulpit only, but in all other public ways .

in which a minister of the Gospel can,
compatibly with his ngh calling. promote
the best mterests of his country. Nor
has this service, o <heertully rendered
on your part, heen overlooked or un-
appreciated by those on whose hehalf it
has been done.  And now in yvour de-
clining years, and when your work is
near its close. those who have long known
vour character and the value uf that work
have felt it to be their duty, as well as
their privilege, to give public expression
to the regard they have for you, and that
too, in a way which, they trust, will
do something to add to the brightness
and comfort of your remainming days. It
is, I am sure, the sincere desire of cach
and all that these days may yet be many.

and that as the shadows of hfe's even-tide -

gather around you, they mav be made
bright by the felt presence of Him whom
you have loved and served so long, and
cheered by the growing respect and
esteem of all among whom you live.  As
a token of the strength of this respect
for you, in the past and to-day, I have
the honor to request you to accept
this T'estimonial, which has been freely

ot Upper and Lower Canada.  In the
sermon dedivered on the ovcasion of  the
jubilec senvice just alluded to, mention
is made of my reasons for relinguishing
commeraial engagements here and  pro-
ceding to Glasgow, Scotland, for the
purpose of being prepared in the Univer-
(sity and Theological school there for
~the waork of the Christian ministry.
~While thus engaged the interests of Can-
,ada were not forgotten @ and ministers
| were sent out to labor here for their
i Master.  The summer of 18332 was spent
in Canada: the voyage out buing on
Ibonrd the brig  “lFavourite,” Captain
I James Allan . the work of the summer
had reference to educational and mission-
;ary plans and movements. Nor were
i the interests of Canada lost sight of dur-
ring the three following years of my
ministry in Edinburgh, Scotland. But in
rthe yeur 1836 T became one of the reg-
ular ministers of the city, having a small
| yet intelligent congregation in St
Maurice street. Without at this time
t alluding to the various forms of denomi-

national action and work which fell
into my hands, it is but natural and
proper that T should speak of more
general work done by my feilows and
myself in the interests of the community.
We were a small but united band of .



