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The Advisory Council, cailed by
Plymouth Churcli, to deai îvith certain
questions of discipline invoived in its
recent action in relation to Mrs. Moîxi-
ton, and Deacon West and others, met
on the l5th February, and continued its
sessions for about ten days. One hun-
dred and twenty-four churches were ne-
presented by pastor and delegate,
besides whicli there were present twelve
ministers personaily invited, niaking it
the largest Council of' sucli a, charac-ter
ever convened.

The first two questions subynitted to
the Concil reiated to the teaching of
the Seriptures concerning the niethod by
the which connection of inembers of a
churcli can be terminated; in regard to
which the Council decided, " That a
church nîay declare itself released from
ail respousibility for a member : (1) By
finally sepanating huîn from its fellow-
ship with censure, after giviing Iiim a
fair trial and using all reasonable inca-
sures to bring hini to repentance. (2)
It niay do the saine ivithout formuai
cereniony iiimary cases, iii îhich a per-
son signifies by his acts thiat lie lias
abandoned feiiowsllip ii the church
in doctrine, or worship, or Christian
sympathy. (3) The case may occur that
a rneinbcr sliouid openly and notonionsly
abandon ail communion with the dhunch,
and aiso be charged ivith a scandalous
offeuce, either by public rumour or by
specific; aliegations. ln such a case the
church inuay, to avoid greaten scandai,
use a wise discretion in selecting the
offence, on îvhich it shall separate lias
from its feilowBhip, and discharge itseif
froni ail further responsibiiity for bis
conduet and chaýracter."

In respect to Rule No. 7 of Plymnouth
Church, the Council suggested tînt it is
deficient iii not providing that notice
should lie given, when practicable. In

the ordinary practice of the church, the
Concil foundl nothing to condeiun.

In regard to nienîbers who, for vani-
ous reasons, deiiberately, purposeiy and
permanentiy absent theinselves from the
services and meetings of the ehurch,
without ask.-ing for letters of dismission,
the Council declared their conviction
that sucli a course is aitogether schismna-
tic and uncliristian. The exampie is
destructive of ail church organization.
If a meinber is so far dissatisfied with
the decision of the chureh. that he can-
not share in its feilowship, hie should at
once ask for a disniission in an ordenly
way.

It further declared that any one who
persists in makingr charges or insinua-
tions of gross immorality against other
members of the churcli, and who declines
either to affirin or deny the truth of
sucli reports or of such char,ges, ought to
be cast out fromi the fcliowship of the
churcli.

To the fourth question, viz., " Ouglit
Plym~outh Chiurch to have caiied a
muntual or other council of churches, for
the purpose of investigating the charac-
ter of its pastor, when requested to do
so by a mnember of the churcli who has
neyer snbniitted any charges against the
pastor, and whien sucli request is mnade
for the flrst time more than one year
after an investigation lias been had
by the churcli itsel f, and the pastor bas
been sustained by a unanimous vote? "
the Counicil reply, that the local
churcli is the tribunal appointed by
Christ for the investigation of the of-
fences of its niembers, and that in the
case supposcd, " a Council cannot proper-
iy be called uniess the aggrieved person
has submitted specifie charges against,
the pastor and can furnish prima facie
evidence that hi o in ake them good. "

The Counil also decided that the com-
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