
TIIANS-ATLANT[C RETROSPECT.

owçn cotroded surrace, and hence imngine ail the world to ho lilco tlienîselvcs.
Others, froin peculiar.ty of teinperamnent, are disposed to tako the dark side
of tic picturo and are îîlways in the glooni. For theso, and for a]l, nothing is
so braexng- and checring as to, enter bearffly into tho work of tho gospel in
tbc various spherce thoy occupy ; for, as Cowper says of' complainers,

"Wec lîilf the bronth thns vinly speni.
Tu hanvec in supplication sent,
Your choorfuil song would oftenor bo,
&Sec wliat the Lord lins donc for me.'

Lot the Chîristian then learn that his proper position ie to bo fervent in
spirit, serving tho Lord,--this will raise bis hope, strcngtlion hie fliith, and
encourage hie heart; and whiîo e bcvill find that tho Lord whoin hoe sorves
will ind a field for Al his energice, talents and experience, lie will find the
prospects beforo hini briglit as the promises of God, and thlat, he wiIl have no
occasion to say unwiscly Ilthe former times wcre botter than these."-

D. m.

We are -lad to find that the "lexploit" of the British fooet ini Japan-the
burniîîg of Kagosimia, a town wit.h three times the population of Toronto,
suddenly, without warnitig, and without cause-e calling forth tho indignant
protest of A wlmo love their religion ns weil as thoir country, and do flot desire
to sec f he one blaspheuied by pretendcd devotion to thc other. The fluets
havre been so fully stated inu the papers, that we need not, repeat theni bore.
Pailiate and excuse it as we may, it wili romain a barbarous and horrible
transaction, and, unless disavowed by the B3ritish Government, and reparation
made as fully as possible, will ho an indolible stain on the national eharacter.
Mr. Cobden lias written a letter to the rliimes, eaxuestly dêonouncingc he t,
ûud ifilng upon the people to disowa it, and refuse to ho idontifled with so
gireat a crime. He saTs:

"Nov, let me asic you to consider for a moment what ie rcally implied by thc
destruction, with incendiary shells, without previous wvarning, of a eity of even
100,000 inhabitauts. There are always in eac'h towns hundreds of infants at
their mothers' breasts, thoneands of ebjîdren under five yenrs of age, hiospitale
with tlueir siek, and numnbers of aged and infirm tottering on the brink of the
grave ; there, too, muet bo ivomen over whomn the puinge of i.etteriiity ý-a r npend-
ing,.and tiiere will be found homes filled with mourning for the dead whicli are
awaiting the rites of sepulolire. Such is the normal condition of every large eity
whether in Asia or Europe. Now, picture this great commercial entrepôt, with
all its contents, reduced in forty-eigbt hour8 to a heap of ashes; try to roalige in
imagination the fate of its population; and thon asic yourself whnt great crime
thiey had coinmitted to bring on themeolveB this havoe and destruction ? To our
abame and confusion, the anewer must ho that this is the way in wbioh English-
mon, under the command of Admirai Ruper and Col. Neale, administer justice
for the nuorder of an individual 100 miles away, of which crime the inhabitants
of Kagosinia were as guiltle>.Ei of ai Jcno'wlodge and coniplieity as your own
neiglbours in Rochdale. It is preeisely as though an enemy should lay Bristol
in ashies hecause an individual had been murdered on the bighway betsvoon Lon-
don and Brentfurd. And the chief antors in this outrage on humanity, instead
of expres-;n- one word of regret or even emotion, cooily lay dlaim, to the appro;.-
bation of ttieir Government.


