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Asgociation in a lecturs. Your roply that you have .he uso of the
Il only on Sunday avening, at u time I am otherwise employed,
ronders needless furthor correspondenco on that point.

Your invitation to a discussion i1 vespectivoly *zclined, for tho
very good reason that I never have advocated the proposition thay,
“'The world owes its civilization to the religion of Christ," Yon
certatuly did not expeet me to affirm it, for no sane person blieves
it. My position was that ** The voligion of Christ, as taught in the
Now Testamont, was and is, the orviginating and controlling causo
of the political, social, domestic, intellectual, moral aud roligious
suporiority of Christian civilization vver all other civilizations.”
Thove i3 a wido differenco botween tho propositions,

Again, I am accustomed to being paid for my labor, and aot to
paying for the privilege of working.  You cerlainly did not expect
e to «bandon work forwlich I am paid, lose my time, and pay for
the privilege of working. Thero aro othor reasons, but these avo
suflicient reasons for declining your invitation.

Respactively yours,
Czark BzaDEN.

PRE-HISTORIC TIMES.®

TRANSCRIBED FROM THE SHORT-IIAND MAGAZINE.

BY JORN T. HAWKE.

Half a contury ago, if an antiquarian had been asked whero the
most ancient monuments and remaing of the buman race wero to
bes found, Lo would unhesitatingly havo referred bis questioner to
Egypt and the East. Nowadays tho secker after archeological infor-
mation would receive an answer of a very different character. He
would bo told that he could prosecuto his reseacches without evon
crossing the Channol, because on the banks of fawiliar English
rivers, and within tho boundaries of commonplace English villuges
he would find undoubtablo traces of human habitations reaching
up to an epoch 20 remote that compared with those primitive
childron of Albion, the shepherd kings of Egypt are as men of
yesterdny. It is almost Judicrous to contemplate the position of
gomo archeological enthusiast of the last generation poring pain-
fully over a coin, reverencing it for its extreme nutiguity—a pal-
try two thousand years or so—whilo all the while beacath his vory
feot there lay Luried tho cmblems of a raco of men who Lad seen
Ahippopotamit basking in tho mud of the Thames, who had tracked
the statelv mammoth to his lair in Epping Forest ; and had hunted
tho wools 4aired rhinoceros on Bluck-heath.

Sir John Lubbock classifies tho annals of pre-historic men in
four leading divisions—first, the paleolitkic or old Stone Age. The
emblems of this period aro rudo and unpolished; no traces of
metal are discernablo; and tho climatic conditions of Europe var-
ied considerably from those now prevailing, as is shown by tho ex-
istence of animals unsuited to the presont tenperatures, and which
bave since becomo extinct. Tv this and tho succeeding
epochs a very high degreo of antiquity must bo assigned, considor-
ably transcending the ordinary mundano chronology. Second,
Tho noolithic, or new Stone Age, cxhibits an advance in civiliza-
tion, Jlany of the weapous and instruments, of this poriod are
beautifully wmade, bus no metal appears to have been known, ex
cepting gold, which was sparingly used for ornamental purposcs.
Third ; next in order comes the Bronze Age, in which bronze, a com-
pound of copper and tin, was used for arms and cutting implements
of al) kinds. Fourth, In the Iron Age, bronze had been saper-
ceeded by iron for cutt'ag purposes.  This period is distinguished
from its predecessors, not mercly by the uso of iron, but by other
tokens of advancing oivilization.  Silver and lead wero in use,
letters had been invented, and coins struck.

It will be easily understood that these several eras ave not separ-
gtod from each other by any hard ard fast line of demarcatiou ;
on the contrary, thoy overlap and irwrmingle. Human naturo is

® Thia catract has been transunbed from an abrndgoment in Phonograptue
Shert hand, of & rusiew ®iadl, appearced un the Lunden uies ot Sirdohin
Lubbock's celebrated work, entitled, ** Pro-historic Times."—J. T. H.
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too consarvative to allow an old contrivanco to bo readily vai.
quighed by a new invention, Bowsand arrows wero in vogue long
aftor tho discovery of gunpowder ; steamn vessels Lave not yet rue-
ceeded in drivingsailing ships from the sea, and so stone aud
broazo imploments wore in use during the ago of ivon, And as wa
do not know when these trausitionnl stages of human progress tw
gun, 0 neither cun wo say whor thoy respeotively torminated. I
fact, theio ave savago tribes, such as the Andavan Islanders, whidk
avo still in the Svono Age.

The Iron Ago can hardly bo regurded as pre-historic, for ing e
countrics—Demorara for exsmple—it is reckoned not to have set
in till after tho commencement of the Christian era. Sir John
Lubbock, who prefors to trace our pre-hittoric annals in an upwird
direction towards their source dwells very briefly on the Iron Age,
which on account of its comparitive modernness, is less interesting
than its prodecessors, but no affords a conclusive proof, that the
Ago of Bronzo superseded tho Age of Iron, Some men ask, how
it eamo to pass that the men of the Bronze Agoe prefaired copjar
to iron, scoing that iron is a far commoner metal, and much better
adapted to cutting purvoses, The answer is, that ivort being almost
invariably found in the form of ore, would not readily attract the
observation of ignorant persons ; while copper is found often in a
native condition, its ores aro striking to the oye, and it would be
much more amenatlo to the efforts of a primitive hammer-man.
We may observa that the word “brass"” which occurs thirty-eight
times in tho Pentateuch should be translated **bronze,” brags beinga
compound of copper and zine, an slloy unknown to the ancients.
The difticulty is to decide where the primitive people got their tin
from. Some have supposed that they used a compound ore con-
taining both copper and tin. Unfortunately this convement
theory is opposed by the fact that e«ch ores are extromoly rare, and
that thoy cannot be assimilated 80 as to form a metallic compownd.
Wo aro therefore driven to the conclusion that the bronze men ob-
tained ther tin from Cornwall, the only tin mine in the world of
any importance, except that found in tho island of Banca in the
Indian Archipelago. Sir J. Lubbock supports this view, belivving
that the knowledge of bronze was introduced into Europe from the
East, and that the Phonceeians were the purveyors of tingfroa the
Cornwall mines.  This supposition opens up & very interesting
viow of European commerco at a period certainly not later than
1200 8. C. Wo may be suro that the Phonccians did not under-
take that perilous voyage to the Lizard Point for nothing ; but tha
they charged a pretty high price for their merchandise, What
did they take in exchange from the Irishimen, the Swiss, and the

' Danes ; and how was tho imported tin introduced into an inland

country like Switzerland? So much locomotion and intercom
munication implies a high degree of civilization ; for tho savage races
of modern times can show nothing of the sort, and yet judging by
relics they have left behind them, these bronze men were no fur
ther advanced than some of our modern savages. The only way
of escnpingfrom the difticulty is by supposing that all the civilization
belonged to the Phonaxcians ; that they had their charter partics, and
bills of lading, and energetic commercial men who waded through
tho Irish bogs, and sealed Alpine ronges for tho sake of doing
business, while their customers bore the same relation to thew
that an Ashantee chief bears to the Liverpool skipper who buss
his palm oil in exchange for gunpowder and IIanchester prints
The chapter dovoted to American Antiguities wilt be 1ead witk
great interest by Europeans. Americans need no longer allege
that thoy must visit Europo in order to sce the ruins of former
ages, for their own country teems with monuments of the past
Theso antiquities may be arranged in two great divisions—imple
ments (including ornaments) and earthworks. Tho bono and
stone implements closely resemblo those of Europe, while the me
tallic implements consist of almost pure copper.  In Ainnesota an
ancient copper minc was discovered, ronsisting of external excavi
tions, often twenty-five or thirty fect deep, aud extending over an
area of sevoral miles. 1In theso shafts the stone mawls and ham-
mers of the primitive work:nen were found, and more than one gen
erativn of grgantic forest trees had feund timeto flourish and decay
upon the mounds produced by the rubbish thrown up from then




