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before an impartia. tribunal: there must be every opportunity
for making a defence. The executive and judicial functions
are not to be combined; and the like principles ought also to
be applied for the punishment of violations of international
law.

MNr. Hall seems ta have regarded, and no doubt, rightiv
regarded. international law as a sort of agreement between
nations wo observe certain rules of action. sul'WeM ta an
implied proviso, that if at anv time the observance of such rules
were thought to confiiet with their interest they would not
observe them. But, unless it cani be lifted ta a more exalted
and binding status than this, it is, as we have suggested, only
Iaw in naine, but not so in deed or fact.

It is, therefore, ta be hoped that the conclusion of this war
mav see a distinct advance in tlue binding and obligatory
character of international law; and this, it appears ta us, can
onlv be eff ected by in some signal manner bringing to justice
those who have authorized its violation during the present
war.

The murder of the subjects of a 1,eIigerent. in violation of
international law oughit flot ta be condonied, even though
perpetirated in time of war. TIhe eriminŽils guilLv of such
crimes. whoever they bc, and even thoughi sitting upon a
throne, should be mnade ta answer for the offence befare some
impartial tribujnal, and if faund guilty should *3r lianged like
any other mi.rdaerer, thcn international lav- wouild v,ýecome a

.1IECIIANICS' LIENS AND THE REGISTRY ACT.

WVe have lately had occasion to comment adversely on
somV e<ceision-' oi the Appellate Division which appuared ta
us ta fail ta intIerpre,ý corrùctlv, the prvsin of the Mcaia
Lien Act (R.S.O. c. 140>).

Sanie of these decisions appear Io m, mare like judicial
repeals of provisions in the Act than intcrl)retations of thern.
On.e of th 1w ost recent cases to whieýh ibis object ion rnav be


