
\'Vi ti the adv~anceiment of mneteorological ktloledgc
much lias been donc, locrto bring about a de-
sirable change. Conv'enient naines which have a definite
application, inore conimonly uscd to desigmiate thec différent
kinds of clouds and it thus becoines possible to describe an
appearance of the sky in such a mnanner as to corrcctly represent
it to a l)etson whvo lias not secni it. Iii order to dli>tinguisli the
different classes of clouds it*is nccessarv to consider liow~ thicy
are forrncd.

The atmosphere, likze a sponge, cati absorb a certain arnount
of ivatcr. Thius the w~ater evaporateci from- tlie strearns and
pools, wliich dry up in summenr, pa-isses into thie air, cerlviii
the forrn of invisible vapour.

Tlîc atm-nosphere also can hiold more water \%-len wvarrn thani
at a colder temiperature, and it becornes colder the fardier it is
rciwoved from tfliceartlî.

Accordingly as the wvarrn air riscs fromn the eartlî, it becornes
cooler and the moisture that w~as before invisible is seen in the
forni of minute floatingr droplets, and a focr or cloud appea-,rs-
accord ings to the high«t at wvhiclh it is devcloped. l'le degree of
teniperature at whicli those appear is callcd the dcw-point, and
the licighit at wvhicIi this is reachced is marked by the lowvcr margin
of tliose clouds wliich have even base lines.

If the clouds risc so high that the tempnlerature fails bclow
the frczing point, the vapour is chîanged to snowv or icy particles
wliicli probably, constitute the major:ity of clouds.

The up'vard inovement of the air, whlicli it is xîece ssary to
consider here, is, like the wvinds, causcd primarily by differences
in the temperature of the air. Tlhis ascent of the w~armcr air,
wvhiclî is known as coizvection, assumes a vorticulai or %wlîirlinig
motion and is oftcn vcry rapid. It may be observed on the eve
of a thunder storin wlien the cloud knoivn as curnuless cati be
scen rolling upwvards wvith astonishiing celerity.

Having tlîus'bricflv treatcd of .tue causes of clouds, thîcir
différent classes may bc taken up. These arc distin guishced
,chiefly by their form but the altitude is also considcrcd.
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