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Fhe next applicant appeatswith a frown-
ing brow, and a discontented, clonded ns-
peet; his temper issullen and obstinate, or
fictfuland irntable : he wishes to know jf
any thing ugrecable will ever belull him,
fou at present heshas known only unhappi-
ness. Alas! nothing but unhappiness can
1 edict to him.  He may grow rich and
prosperinthe world, but he will ever ¢ dwell
i Mesheei  his family will dread, and
his ncighbours dishke him ; and his gold,
will never purchase that ease and content
which is the 1eward of good nature only,

Anotherinqguirer I shall stippose to be an
undutiful son, who has ever rewarded his
parent’s care and kindness with negleet,
tisrespect and disobedience.  Now, on this
case, I cau pronounce with a greater degree
of certainty than on any of the precedmg,
Some faults never appear to meet ther
proper punishment in this world ; but it is
a common remark, founded on long obser-
vation, that unkindness to parents, above afl
other crimes, reaps its reward even here,
This youth then, if he becomes a parent,
will be taught by refractory, rebellious chil.
dren, the anguish he has mflicted on his own
parent. A rebellious son, un ungratetul
daughter, must expect in due time to
become an unhappy father, or despised
mother, -

Aunother informs me he has had a relizious

procrastinntor resolve at once, that he wil
serve the Lord,—then it is obvious, that al)
my dark predictions will ba immediately
reversed.

For instance ; let us sv
of a different deseription te any of the fore-
geing. A modest ingenuous youth now ap-
proaches, wishing to know what encourage-
ment he may expect in his exertions, 1le
confesses that he is not gifted with superior
talents, and therefore dues not hope to ar-
ri eat any distinguished eminence. It ap-
pears however, that he early acquived habits
of attention and industry ; that he hus
courage and preseverance to press forward
in his undertakings, in spite of difliculties,
till e has conquered them ; that although his
real wants are amply supplied, he has been
trained ia frugnlily and self-denial ; there-
fore his wishes are few and moderate, so
that he has always his mitc to spare for the
poor and destitute. He cannot Loast of
rich or powerful patrons, but his temper is
swect, and his manners obliging, by which
he obtains the good will of his neishbomrs :
moicover, le is a good sor and a kind
brother : and having been taught that ¢ the
Leginuing of wisdom is the fear of the Lord,”
he has already found « Hig ways to be
pllcasantness, and his paths peace.” Now,
without presuming to guess whether this will
be arich man, I hesitate not to pronounce

ppose an ingnirer

cducution, ahd that ke isin a great degiee
aware of the importance of religion, and of |
the value of tus sonl; moreover, he intends |
before long to give it the attention it de- |
mands ; but Intherto he has delayed to do !
s0, from time to time, hoping it would bLe,
less difficult at some future period, than 1t !
appears now ; so that, at present, he is as
far from being truly religious, as he was
when first he began to think upon the sub-
Ject.  New, it requires little sagacity to
foresee the probable consequences of this
temper. I solemnly warn him that the
same disposition thathas hitherto prevailed,
will, unless stronaly counteracted, continue
and increase ; while he is intending and

urposing, his heart will grow harder aud
ﬁnrder, until it will finally be said of him,
¢ Cut it down, why cumbereth it the
ground 1"

1 fear I shall be regarded as a gloomy
prognosticator ; but 1 dare not depart from
the rules of my art, which are founded on
universal experience, and on the established
laws of cause and eflect. Iowever, lest
1 be thought too discouraging, I am happy
to proclaim, that, these destini_es are, by no
means, at present, o he considered as un-
changeable. On the contrary, if the indo-
lent should be roused by a dyrecad of the con-
sequences awaiting his disposition, to be«
come adtive-and industrious,— the extrava-
gaut, moderate and frugel,—the indulgent,
sel-denying and abstemious,—the ill-tem-
pered, mild and am able,—the und.utifu‘l,
affectiongte and tractsble,—~and if tho .
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- an affectionate family;

him a happy one : he mav encounter,
dsfficulties, and pass through tiials, but ¢ his
bread will be given him, and his water will
be sure ; especially ¢ that bread whigh he
casts upon the waters will return” to hum,
when it is wanted, though ¢ after many
days.” Itis besides this, more§han probable,
that he will eventually be successful cven
in his temporal affairs ; that he will be
*¢ blessed in his basket and his store ;” rear
be beloved by his
by all ; finally, he
lust «* enter into the

{riends, and respected
will die in peace, andat
Jjoy of his Lord.”

It is not ynusual for fortune-tellers to
predict the day ofdeath ; and although, as
1 said, 1 make no such pretensions, it may
Yet be expected that X should not be totally
silent on the subject.  And while they who
piesutie todo so ure miserable decervers, I
can with the most absolute certainty foretell
what is much more importart to know,
namely, that < it is appointed uato all men
once to die;” the day and hour is indeed un-
huown : and yet each one may, for himself,
louk forward to a period not vaiy distant,
when he may be quite certain that he shall
huve reached his ** “long home.” To hnow
that we must die one day, 1s a far more in-
teresting fact, than to know what day ; and
this isa circumstance which, surely, wemay
all foretell for ourselves,

1sit notstrange, that the grandest event
of our existence,—that part ot our fortunes
whuch it is of infinitely gréater consequence
wve shyuld forckuow than whether we are to
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be'princes or bogpars,—w
inquire ubout, although it 15 more vusily s,
certained than any question respeeting gy §
temporal aftairs 2—1 mean, whether we ape
going to heaven or hell | Now to kuowR
this, we have ouly to sk whether or not vel
are  Christians " if conscience allows g,
humbly to hope that we are 50, in the scrip. |
tural sense of the word, then we are stire}
that the Lord is gone ¢ ¢ ’
for us” among the * man
father’s house.”
are not true (hristians,
ing to hecome such, then, the awfyl proba.
lulity is, that we are doomed to the Placc .
¢ prepared for the devil znd his angels,”

. A new yearis now commencing, let every §
one inquire how they have besuu it. Js it |
with a resolution to” make renewed efloryg
to overcome their bad habits, and to im-
prove theic manners and charecters ? and I8
have they actuslly begun to make suchef- BN
furts ? then I prophesy a happy.new year to §
them ; and that if they persevere in ther
vesolutions it will be the happiest they have [
ever_kuown ; hut if on the contrery they @
ure begining it in the old way,~not more
attentive to business, nor watchful of }a
their tempers and conduct, not more con-
cerned tor their intellectual and teligious I
improvement than heretofore 5 then,althon.;; i
1 they may very likely have had amerry chriyt. i
s, 1 cannot wish thein a happy new year,
! because 1 know it would be in vainto do so,
« For the saying is as trup as it is trite, that
| to behuppy we must be goud. Fhe knew. N
'l ledge of this, is, in fact the grand secret of B
my art, and it is by consulting this simple &
tule, that every man may be his own Jor-
tune-teller. )
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‘ NEW-KJEAR’S Ay, \
‘ A happy New-year to you, littls IR
Readers 7 PRy i you

‘Thauk you, Sir!

Stop a little. 1 want to talk w
+about a few things of some importance, &
' Now let me have your attention,—This is i
I New-Year's Day-—how many years have §

you passed already ? ’ -

Six—S8even—Kight—Nine—Ten—Ele- B

ven—Telve,

Well then, let me enquire what accournt §§
'you are prepared to give of time pus’ gl
How have these years been spent ?

W hy do youhang down your heads, and §§
why are you silent 7 can none of you givea §
good account of yourselves ?

Still ne answer.

Alas ! alas! I must th
you know you have noti
time as yon ought. I trust, howerver, you |§
are sorry farit ; your silence seers to show K
that you feelshame, and if you think aright I
you will feel sorrow too. Now only look B
back and think of six—seven—eightnin B
—ten—eleven—twelve years unimproved. &
| Why, mafew years you will no Iongerbe &8

ith you, @

n suppose that @
mproved yourpast §




