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If iearxxing hath no royal road its owni,
Thero is at least a soeiIIng choice of way

To rcach the goal of thiotugt--to witu the crown
That oriauîents the soiul's activity.

As rny readers have already been iîiforrned, the retreat 1
have chosen foi' myseif beyond the turnioi of the greaL city is
by no ineans a mere sohitiffe, Nvhere care, as it were, sits in n1y
presence broodilicg over whlat iniglt hiave been. Besides the
one or two friend s wvho visit nie regularly, I have niany acquaiL-
tances wvho drop im occasionaHy to exehiange ideas with mie on
this or thiat question, just as it arises iii our desultory cou-
versings. In(leed, hardly a week pases in wvhichi sonie incident
does not occur, imiportant as it .iay be, in connection with
these friendly v,.isits, to xvile awvay the tiiîne in soîne intellectually
interesting kind of a way, or to strengthen me more and more,
the older I becoînle, to avoi(l whiat lias been called a set way of
thinking about things.

For instance, iiot very long ago, thiere wvas a pleasant littie
gathering at the cottage whici xnany of my readers may possibly
care to hear about, inasiuchi as the conversation at the table,
by sonie chance or other, found its way towards the discussion
of the opinions enunciated in the precedingc chapter of this
narrative. To describe the party, as some wvould have called it,
is no business of mine. \Vere this a novel I arn writingc, of
course 1 would have to pause over a minute description of all
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