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and this action of his colleagues touched hlm to the quick. ln
high indignation ho immediately resigned lis post. Canadians
themselves thouglit it strange that the Governor-General's con-
duct should liave been considered so unfavourably by the British
Parliament. A great meeting of protest ivas held in Quebec and
votes of confidence passed& But Durham remained firm, and set
sal for England in November.

While on the ocean, inspired by a spirit of justice and of
patriotism ho composed bis famous report. It may be suînmcd
up in flue following words: The Union of tlic two Canadas, an
Executive Council absolutely responsible to the people-i.e.-the
National Assemnbly, state-aided immigration, the repeal of the
laws pertaining to the Clergy Reserves, and the construction of
an Intercolonial railway.

Time lias shown that the report was a noble and far-sighited
plea for autonoliny and cquality. It clearly exposes Durham's
great wishi-to transform Canada fromn a barren and injurions
sovereignity into one of the brighitcst ornamients of the Queen's
Crown.

The reception of the report by the British Parliainent mark-
cd the beginning rf a new era in the relation of England to hier
colonies; it was al.so the commencement of the agitation for the
ideal goverument, under whichi the Doininion of Canada now
prospers. The acceptance of the report by the HFomue Goveru-
ment in part at first, the bill introduced by Lord Johin Russell
for the union of Upper and Lower Canada, and! later on almost ln
its cntirety under flic governorship of Lord1 Sydenhamn, showed
that thc authority of flue Mother Country restcd on other tlîan
inaternal ascendency.

Lord Durham did not live to sec bis great 'vish realized. B3e-
fore Ieaving, Canmada his health had been very poor. The tedious
voyage across flic Atlantic and the constant brooding ovcr bis
censure, hiastened the end. Hc died six months after his return
to England, at the age of 48 years. It has been truly said of
this noble lordi that ho made a country but marred a career.
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mCUe are flot infaUtible, flot even tbe ponnoest fresbmaii.


