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Div.inity, c~cigcelibacy and poverty of their benceficmnries ; others,-in the
Rennaissan<e pcriod-place classical studies iii the foreground ;soute betray
a Prov incial, others a more Catholie spirit. But '.vitli all tluis internai. div.er-
si ty of organization, it lias beeni found flot impossible to combine, tiue unity
essential to7 University govertiment ; nior do we find ail instance in-ii hih any
formidable effort w-as made, by a particular College, to shakc off'the superior-

iyor stipe rintendence of the Uniiver>,,ity.
Th'le Oxford founders, mnay bc div.ided iinto those who flourishied before, and

those sinc, the Reforination. In thc former period, fouirteen of the Colleges
auid ail the five halls were founded ; in the latter six Colle-es wcre added to
those already existing. The first series of founders coimmenced with M'alter
(le Merton, Bishop of'Rochester, and Lord Chancellor, in 1264, and ended -with
Cairdinial Wolsey, Lord Chancellor, at the tinte of' the foundation ot' Christ's
Churcli, iii 1525. 0f the latter founders, Sir Thomas Pope, Court Phiysician
to Queen Elizabeth, bis friewul Sir Thomas White, a London Merchant, and
tlie Eari of Pembroke, whio founded the College of that namie, mnay be Coli-
sidered the principal. But the glory of Oxford lies largely in the first period.
Whatever we may think of its reiiown, in the doubtfül days of King Alfred
or the my thical days of King Memphirie. (who reigned precisely 1009, B.C.,)
it is impossible to banish from its anmais, the great names of those celcbrated
Churchînen-Chancellors, Wolsey, Chicele, Williami of Waynfleet, William bf'
Wykeham, and Walter de Merton, who, if they came, most of themn fromn very
humble beginnings, to tlue inheritance of princely revenues, knew how to cm-
pioy their means, in a manner most worthy of Christian Prelates and Peers of
the Realin.

0f aIl these great men, no two exhibit points of character in more striking
coutrast, than the Chanceliors, William of Wykeham and Thomas Wolsey,
aud no two represent more fully the relation of Oxford, to each age. A cen-
tury lay between tleie. Wykehain saw the outbreak of the wars of the Roses,
and Wolsey saxv their close. The niethods by which they proceeded whcen
valiing into existence the great Colleges which venerate thein, as founlders,
were characteristie of the men, and their times. Wykeham, whose original
tnrn was rather to architecture than to polities, (and whose genius as a build-
er stili speaks in Windsor Castie, in his own Cathedral at Winchester, and
bis College-"1 New College " at Oxford), seems to have emp]oyed, so far as
we can now judge, no other arts, but honest arts, in the acquisition of the
vast sums which hie expended on his favorite establishments. As Warden of
the King's forests; Keeper of the IPrivy Seal; Secretary to the King, (or
Chief Secretary of State), Chief of the Privy Council, (or Premier) ; Gover-
nor, or Chancellor of the great Couacil of the Nation; Dean of the Chapel
Royal, and Bishop of Wiuchester,-and these were ouly the chief, not ail the
offices, he held-his income was enormous for that age. lis ecclesiastie
revenues amounted before lie was Bishiop of Winchester to £842 per annum;
Winchester itseif, which lie held for forty years, was one of the richest sees in
England. lis emoluments as Lord Keeper, Warden, and Chancellor, must
aiso have been very large. Personally, lie lived temperately to an old age
extended to four score; though lie seems to have well known what was due to
the honor of his office when occasion required, hie was hiabitually moderate
and frugal, in his personal. expenditure. His birth is as obscure as Wolsey's,
whether the surname of Wykeham was hereditary or a local designation, is
undeeided ; his rise, thougli less rapid was equally marvellous:. but the re-
venues he derived fromn ail sources, lie husbanded as a steward simply, regard-


