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? The xtra expenso of procuring purdly bred males
{18 the cause of a large per cunt. of stock raisers
! using scrubs of a poor grade instead, and the re-

. ) i sult 18 that no perceptible improvement is made,

Th"’ Oxford iz n‘bx:ced of ouly somo thirty-five : \)ep un cxpenditure of a few more dollars would
years' standing, obtaiued originally by crossing 8 jayve purchinsed a siro that would have loft an in-
Hampslurfa Down ewe with C?ts\\'old ram, and  3olible impress of improvement along with en-
then the issue of that cross with a Southdown i yanced value on hundreds of animals that would
ram—the ‘‘topping off” with tho Southdown | com gfter. Qur breeders must understand that
being particularly atlended to.  How far tho Ox- ' jiky produces like, and that breeding scrubs to-

ford Downs may possess the merit of prepotency ‘ gother is n waste of time; that breeding from

SHEEP AND SWINE.
OXFORD DOWNS.,

tv another, and is casily restraned by fences
which would prove no barrier against the en-
cronchments of othar farm stock. 1its light troad
and love of repose wurraut its access to fields and
pastures where the tramping of cattle and the
tearing of hogs would not be tolerated. It wastes
less food in proportion to the quantity consumed,
and will hunt end utilize much that would other-
| wise be lost to the farmer. Yielding a return in
| both flecce and flesh, it furnishes its owner with
. the double advantage of catching a good market

is not very clearly brought oat in the evidence,
the fact being that the Oxfords are little known
in Canada Mr. Cluy, of Bow Park, whose ac-
quaintance with the Oxfords is that of an English

as well as a Canadian farmer, gives the Oxfords |
on the whole the preference, agrecing at the same .
time with the other witnesses as to the size and

character of the sheep required for the English
trade. He seems to be coufident, too, of the
transmitling power of the Oxford. He says:—

 The Oxford is not a pure-bred sheep to begin
with, but it Las been bred sv cousistently that 1t
now gets the name of being a pure-bred sheep,
and the best proof that it is so is, that it is used
to cross upon animals that

- poor grade sires in this enlightened age is little | for his produce, requiring less water, and disposed
better than shiftlessness—something no wide- | to work for its food. It is without a peer when
, awake man would bo guilty of when it can possi- | summer's drought taxes the farmer's resources for
bly be avoided.—Selected. i enabling his live stock to maintain an average of
. T m T thirst and flesh. All that can be said in behalf

SAVE THI Goub 1 ’S. . s T
AVE THI GUOD BROOD SOW | of feeding live stock on the farm, as distinguished

Corn is high, pork is lngh. It costs much more ! from tho soit apoverishing policy of placing the
to winter a fullgrown sow than it does a spring | raw grain and grass upon the market, will be
pig. The old sow, if she has reared a litter of | found to apply with double emphasis to the farm
' pigs, probably is not so attractive lcoking os are | that carrics as a part of its outfit one or more
the best of her sow pigs. All these thiugs may , sheep per acre. No, the animal returns more fer-
tempt vne to fatten the suw and keep one of tho | tility to suil in proportion to the amount exacted
pigs for breeding purposes.  To all contemplating | for its support, while noue eyuals it in the evenness

witk which the droppings are

sre not pure-bred, so as to
improve them. The great ob-
jection to the Southdown is
its want of woul. It 1s au
imporiant item to raise a con-
siderable fleece of wool in
this oountry, and the Oxford
Down has the fullest fleece of
all the Downs.”

Alr. Benson, although not
speaking very confidently,
leans to the use of the Oxford
or Hampshire Down in order
to obtain size.— Repart of the
Ontaric Agricultural ¢ommis
sion.

DNON'T RAISF SCRUBS.

Oae of the most senseless
and expensive practices in
which too many of our farm-
ers induolge is the breeding
and rsising, year afler year,
of scrubby, mengre] stock.
They in scme way fail to grasp the idca that each
animal maintained on the farm is 8 laboratory io
which is to be worked up the products of their
fields into cornpact aud marketable form. In fact,
the farmer who raises we will say cattle, sheep
and swine, becomes = manufactarcr, and erdivary
business sagacity would suggest that the best
machinery for those purposcs weuld be the wmoest
profitable. In any other manufacturing enter
prise the map weuld be preperly considered a
lupatic whe invested in meachinery that would
tarn out only the lowest grade of preducts, to be
a drug on the market st prices that yielded little
or no profit.

People who buy their meats are every year be-
coming more fastidicns as o quality, and in the
leading markets it is only the best that c-mmauds
the bighest remunerative pricos ;| and v~ be atr ast
of the competiticn: that will be enccuntered cvery
wher, we mast prepare curselves W furnish pro
ducts, ot of the common or medium quality. bat
the best. The best are in demsnd in every
marke! st paying prioces, and of the lower grades
there is always ap ~ver ropply that goes begging.

If the guestion arises as to the steps necessary
tn inasgumte some of the veeded impr-vements,
¢ wonld indiate, Gimst. using & betler clasa of
sires, something beitar than the cold blooded
sc7a' e s0en on (if we must say it) the majority of
farms; secondly, farnishing all kinds of stock a

distributed. Notwithstanding
the evident advantages an in-
crease in sheep culture brings
the agriculture of a country
generally, and especially en-
uring to the benefit of such
farmers as incorporate it into
their systew, the fact is appa-
rent that sheep are not so
pumerous or so cvenly dis-
tributed as they should be.—
DBreeder's Gazette.

WATER FUR SHEEP.

How many farmers totally
neglect providing water for
their flocks except in very
kot summers, when grass
and everything besides is
barnt up? But there can
scarcely be a doubt that pare,
fresh water ought always
to be within access of a
this course, we feel like giving Punch’s cclebrated | flock of sheep, whether they sre thought to want
advice tr thosc contemplating matrimeny. This it or nut.  The most experienced and observant
was summed up in the one word, “ Den't™ . of shepherds cannot always tell when this ought
As a rule, with few «xceptions, 8 matured sow to be furnished, for some animals may be in a
will rear more, stronger and better pigs than will | conditivn to require it and others not. The only
en unmatured one. In case a sow skall have safe rule to fullow, therefore, is never to allow
proved herself undesirable, there is no question the deprivativn to be experienced, by providing
that she shruld be slaugltered, but if her past water so as to be within ready access at all times.
perfonzance has been satisfactory, the fact that This is what Mr. R. Russell, the successfal breeder
she is two years <1 is &<t a sufficient reasen for in Kent, dues. one invansble rule which he fol-
sending her to the butcher. Some of tho best | lows, both in summer and in winter, being, never
brocd sows we have kuown bave been in active to allow any animsl on his farm to go a single
service until they were half a dozcn years old—in |, day throughoot the yjear without baving ready
" some cases cven longer. access to two things—pure fresh water and salt.
Persistenee in the cnst.m of breeding frum —london Farm and Home.
yonug and immatur. parents can bardly fail to
t'nd 4~ weaken the . n:tituticn of the stxch. It Pror. StaLxsr, of the Iowa Agncaltural Col-
may ter1 to further devel.p carly watarity, but | lege, @ives to the Homatead the foilowing care for
tVis may br gained at too great acost.  I'readwr’s . foot not 1 shecp. * The following will apply to
Fazetle . the majonty of cases of simple foot rot: All
, loose flakes of noru should be candully pared off
o i and the hocfs trimmed to s proper shape. Tho
The crving need of American agncalture to- | foot shuuld be thoronghly cloangd acd carefully
das s & mere guieral wncorporauon of the sheep dono up in & tar bandage. We simply puton tsr,
into the farming economy. Mere prolific than , 3nd bandage with a bi” of strong cloth. If there
, hurses or cattle, as well as more tractable, sub- : 13 much oleeration, s chromic soro having been
.msung en scantier herbage and requinng less : formed, touch the surface with a solution, one
supervisicn, 1t claims the additional advantage of | part sulphuric or hydrochlerie acid, and three
i * paying for its raising " in ’nnual instalments of [ parts water. Dress as above. Tho animal shonld
" marketable flever, pending its growth to maturity. ! be kept wherens little wet and §ilth as possiblo

OXFORD DOWNS.

SHEEP.

move ponerons supjdy anld ;~ stes varisty of jood  I¢ is more readily travsferred from one weiosure | will reach the foet.”
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