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oUj~(f tue Roman Cathiolie Chiurcli a t
- 'ariiamueiii. e KI W Wilt IS ab-

LILIIU~1~R~ro ns Occil. Witd rgaïd co
lus ~lausoluLteaUULnullty, Wlue .gL u0

rîa juuigment, tue liourty ' t oîscus
luOCtriiCb btiuore the laity, auti tilt, prac-
tiUC oi jinngi comuon prayer anti
Pr*ai8e witil tliose outside oi iLs uwn fbld.
Jroo)ablà, it %voului stili assert in words
'tS u lti position.8 on tulose points. But
its aUlh-reunts ii1 judge, as everyune
JUdges, flot o)y wous but uy deetis. Ihere
111 a very rigorous logic la îacts, and a
'logic that is understoutl and presised home
"' the commun peuple. If Cardinal,
AVC»eL'>shOps, Bishups, anti priests mnay
Uflite in religlous services on a communi
Platiorm w-îi umen anti womien of othier
'Ormns 0i taith, wiîy imay not the îaity do
tle saine If it is riglit to iliquîre, to
ifiVestigate, to compare~, to hiear courte-
OU81Y -%vhat we belleve tu be the erron-
eouls beliefs of others in the Hall ut Col-
Umubus, how cau it be wrong in any oth-
er hall,! Every mnorning tue vast audi-
enice Uiited in praise. N\eyer did 1I hear
the long metre Doxology sung witli more
lervoulr. Then, on the îirst day, Cardinal
Gibbons,ý led us in hie words of the Lord's
Prayer. On anothier day we were led by
et Iresbyîterian, on anotuler by an Angii-
cant,0on another by a Melhodist, and su
On. 1I enVy not the man whose heart
"111<1sOul ùid îlot exult with juy as lie
jOued in tiiese devotions, or the man wlio
WOuil seek frum themi only the gr4tifiCa-
tiOn ut denominational pride, or use lhemn
for the purpose uf taunling others wilh
il1 cn3stency. There are inconsisten-
Cdes for which xve shoulti oniy lhank God
andi praise men. Anti I mention the at-
titude ut the liberal party in the Roman
Cathoîic churcli in the Unitedi States,
Slln1PlY to praise it, anti becausti it puts
tO Shaine the reactionary attitude anti
toile uOf inewlîo cati themselves l>res-
I)Yterian. To quote language wblch I
liset Ini my secondl addrcss anti whiCli was
liMtenedti l respectfully by Bishops anti
I)riests on the platformi anti in tlie audi-
ence: "'TIîe Democratic principie hias
ÎIOW triumplied la the Churcli as well as
inl Society. The most dcspotic andti he
OlOst aristucraticaîly constituteti Churcli-

eS admnit il andi îay humage tu it as the
remît king. Can we ask for a more signif 1-
cant illustration ofthie tact than this
Parliaîjient ilseif ? Anti now Ihat De-
Mfocracy lias triumipied, the question lis,
81hal the cliren ut those wlio fouglit

d b < lled in its cause, who s00(1 by it
lthe tlark and(l loudy day, wlien nu inan

reýidebe afrai -ofut ilor taise lu il,
ýv1leII perbaps tlîcir aid is needed mnore
tiiiifl ever ? For, Democracy does nut
Iflean disorder in Churcli or in State. It
'Uhlist i)e organîzed, andi Il cries for leati-
ersllip -ind organization ; but it demantis
t1it thlose w-ho would be its guides shall
trust il for tlîey wlio (do nol trust may
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*Wliy lndeed, anti therefore I begin,
1-e-, begin my: introduction, andti ien-
if ]not exlîausted-my subject, for is8flot
the saying ut what you have nul time

t5 sy, the way ut telling wlat you set
,ýut lu hell?

Ulaving iati occasion lu viSl Nova
FscOtia, tihere lias tallen upon me tiie ir-
resiistible desire to record my impres-
13l0ns. Why nul ? Every traveller lias
ilnpressions, even Ihougli the guide-book
gie the inspiration, both plenary anti
verbal, andtihie sleepfing car rounds al
Off Nwith its dreamis. I hati impressions,
ani -%y shoulti their iight be pdti under
a busiiel, wlhen in the columns uftIhe
Can'Irada Presbylerian they may shine
fOrthî, from vibere the Atlantic bhluws
rol1 lu owhiere the waters ot the PacifiC
SleeP ? Tl\en tirsîîy (bard lu forget
the sermoniz!i hit), as 1 have nuthlng

4'[ yel own either the car or the road.
Th'e rond-bcd appears to be ln goodi
COnd(ition, anti nu reasonable man coulti
ftsk f or a less fatiguing railway jour-
'ley than we enjoyeti. We, ah hleast,,
ll" no fauhttho tlnd with the Intercol-

nl management; flot even wlth the
buftor, dining-rooms;.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.
As the roati skirts thie Soutliern shore

oft tue irouatining -t. Law.rence, itul
its tidlai wvai,erb, tue eye travels uver

amnpie variety Lu saLisi>'utany tastes
ooîU ileaulanuis, them blue lhue oî distant
Mils, at tiîmeis scarcely Lu be tiistinguishl-
ed irom tue horizon cloutis, the wiîden-
ing river anti rucky islantis, ouglit to
cuarm the artist's heart anti inspire
luis pencîl; the shutient uf nature cean
meditat-e upun the long spent forces tilat
cut tiiose rocks mbnt fantastic shapes,
anti clotheti their surface wiîli succes-
sive rounds of varieu hf e; our impres-
sions w-ere matie in sumlewhal uthier di-
rections. We notedti te human tiweil-
ings, anti wontiered as we crossedtiite
(iaspe leiglits, as hiere andti here amidbt
thîe vasle uf rock anti scrutbby spruce,
a sim qgie log cabin appeareti, what'kinti
ot lite do lauose souitanies live? Dues na-
ture hymin a tiaiiy chorus, or as the grey
lichens on the rock's side, do they live
an aimless lite, sustain a luCre existence'!
IIuw many existing Chlristians there are
wvhose nev lite id a solitude, who live
apart anti waste Iheir sweeness-if they
have any-ofl the tiesert air.

The villages andti owns on the route
t111 the Lower IProvinces are reacheti,
present une aspect ln commun: smali
tiwellings ut an atniost unitorm type,
gathereti arounti one impusing structure,
the parish churcli. Man's humage lu
thie greal Unseen, a comment ln stone
uponi the truhhi, that-, nul bv breati alune
duoes lie ive. Yel that condition speaks
ut a sacerdotal system, whuîch exacts tu
the lasI farthing, religiuusly keeps the
pour ever present, anti cuttivates ignor-
ance as the incentive lu devoîhon, anti
here, where il reigns iiupreme, may be
studieti the tree by thie fruit il bears.
We passedtihbrougli arthe lime utfliar-
s-est. Men were scarceîv lu be seen ln
thetieltis wiiere the r"penhng grain was
standing, away we jutige, turking or
pliiting rafts; women duing the bar-
vestlng, cuthing the grain withi the uhti-
tashioneti reaping houk, anti carrying
the sheaves intu thie barn un an ox
siedi or one-borse carl. Nu doubh hliere
is a kinti ut cuntentmenh in this state,
reminding une ut Tennyson's Nurîherli
Farmer:
"An' a towd mua my sins, an's toithe

w-ere due, an' 1 gieti il in hunti;
1 dune muy duty boy 'um, as I lia' dune

boy the lonti."

Nevertlieiess, as returning, we entereti
upon thie busier, more progressive scenes
ut our Western lufe. We turn uveî- the
leat uft he volume, anti reati approving-
ly:
- Betler, tltty years ut Europe Ilian a

cycle out-Cathay."
Tiere ivas lieroism andi atvance in

tiiose w-ho tirst planhedtihe crucifix on
thiese wihd, inliospitabie shures, but Ils
constant shaduw- las stunteti promising
gruwth, anti reareti ecctesiasthcismn at
mthe cosl ut impuverishing the peuple. On
Ihis continent, Romanisin is stili the
statcsmnan's unsulveti prublem andtihle
political Sinbati's Man ut the Sea. 'Hutti-
ing forth tile Word ut Lite," is the truie
attitude for the Christian Chiurcli.

Passing alung ln the vicinity ut Truro,
the singutar alppearance cf the banks ut
the streaims, attracteti attention. Wavy
siopes ut slîining muti; for the moment
we were perplexeti. Skirting those
banks, luu, were winding dykes ut carîli
anti turf, whiich aI thie first glance
seemeti eartbworks:*.liae w~e sighteti
suine olti Acafllan encaînoment? As sev-
eral sucl ifleldis sweph across the filelti
ut vision, 'we reniembereti some tales uf
earhy setîlemenl, ant ioLw the sehîlers,
nul entirety ignorant ut lanti, reclaimeti
f ron thie German Oceami by the ingenu-
îty uft heir olti Dutch neiglibours, lad
un a snîatler scale, haklng ativantage ut
the Bay ut Fundy's tides. rechaimeti from
thue tidal rivers ut Acadila, large tracts
ut marshlî and, Nwiihafler a century's
cropping. stili retain thîcir tertility.

We have finishetiOunr lnhroduetiomi.
Our Impressions wl corne next.

Tu the Editor uf The Canadla Preabyterian:
ir--meweeks ago il was annonc-

eti iroui tue puipit oîith lihurcu that 1
attend, tInat iîvte new eiers were nieces-
kary, andi tuaI the election woulti be tilly
pruceeueti with. Thîsi annouincement set-
ne tiiinking-nul for the f irst lime-on,
the office of elderslhp.

We nlave iluneteen eltierë ah present:
They are ail, su far as I know, o)lame-
less men, comportang themiselves in a
mianner beitting "piliars ufthIe Clîurcli."

Andi, as I have aiways counitieredti liat
nineheen legs are quite sutticlent lu pre-
serve the equilibrlum ut any Churcli, anti
tuiat ours especiatly, lhuugîi large, seems
sleady enuugli, iL lias extremneîy puzzletl
mie why f ive mure props were wanîed.
Su, I have been lrylng tu tinti out whaî
elders do besides giving dlgnity anti sha-
bility lu the Churcli, anti wlatlei ex-
pectetiofutlhem, antiwliy tliey are su0
necessary u the well-belng ut a Pres-
byterian congrégation. I have asked
minishers, eltierts anti managers, anti alh
shuake Iheir beatis. WIll The Canadn
Presbyterian or sume uf teilscrrespun-
dents, entiglîten a bewildered Young
mani ? 1 sloulti ike lu hear somne ex-
pression ut opinion on the subjecl ut
eldership, anti some discussion as ho the
dulles the Churcli attaches ho Iliat of-
fi!ce. Perliaps "Knoxonian" will con-
sider this subjecl worthy bis attention.

I have been active in cunnection wth
1w-o Iresbyterian churches, anti have
been a memnber for some lime, but bave
neyer yel luel "my eltir*" excepl as 1
meet any uther man. I have only known
whom tliey have been by reference lu
the annual reports. Even my commun-
Ion card is lefI by a messenger. Ahi
olliers lu wliom ' I have spoken to, have
liadtihe same experience. Is thîls slale
ut things general ? Whal bas the Churcli
lu say about Il ?

Some ut the eiders I have known are
active as Suntiay-school teacliers, pray-
er-meetlng leaders, anti in uther ways;
but not as eiders. No practical duties
seem to atlacli t-o Ibat office, as view-
ed by them.

I have in my mmnd the picture ut an
eider, who Is truiy Ilie suli-minister ut
his district, wliu knows ecd family, anti
every member ut it, body anti soul. If
a tamily is in want, lie knows ut il, anti
thie causes ut it, anti brings the proper
remedy, su far as tint is withln bis
power. If a youthlîei becoming vicions,
lic knows ut iL, andtihle causes uf ti, anti
concerne himselt souul it. If a man le
out ut work, lie knows of it, ant Iolaready
wlli counsel anti hein. He le a man, a
parent, a brother or sîsher can consul
with. Hie Io ready ho hake lime from
bis business, andti l lose thcreby, thal
lie may gain a betler thiug. is elier-
slip Is a réal business, andtihtic ag cutis
ut bis lime won'l du for Il. Il miglit
be answcreti, 'this requires mucli expen-
dihure uftihme, much wtsdom, anti much
spirituîallty; anti, besîdes, 1h is almusl
Impossible ho establisb sncb relations
nuw-, anti where are tbe men ho cume
f rom ?" Unto wvlat w îre we baplizeti?
anti inlu whah office is an eider urtiain-
cd? Surely there arc lu cvcry' large
churcli ah least 20 or 30 nmen liavîng
capacity. Of them, Christ asks all
tlis or nuthlng.

The Clurchle i rapitily becoming lu
be regardeti by insl men as au Institu-
lion liaving nu réal part ln praclcal
lite, anti work ln connection wlth l ls
despiseti as benealli hhe dignihy ut men
ut abilly anti standing. Anti su long
as tlie Clircl's off icers consider that
their duhles are limihedti o passlng round
the élements at communion lime, ut fer-
ing an occasîonal prayer at a meeting,
anti consultation withhhle minîster on
petty malIens; su long as they alhuw
sucleties ut dîfferent kIntis, anti chance
benevoleut pensons ho do wbal prachi-
cal goti there le dune, thc men ufthe

thIngs, but teel tiemseires lielpicas. Cxan-
nul a better shate of thIngs be ? 1 am
respectfulIv yuura, W.w-.

Montiay, September 25, 1893,
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Cbrtsttan Enbeavor.
FAITH JN JESUS CRRIS.T.

BY 11EV. W. S. M'TÂVISH, B.D., ST. GEORGE.

Oct. 8th.-Rom. 3: 22; Lph. 3 17-2X.

The toplc indicates that falth must
be defineti. Varlous detinitions have
been given oftlil. One says that taltli
is assent anti consent. Another says It
is the assent 01tIhe will andtihle con-
sent of the understanding. &tII an-
uther says Il is the result a sulent
interview between the spirit ut Goti anti
tlie spiri t man; the forraer taklng of
the things ut Christ, and sliowlng îiiem
to the latter, anti the latter glvinig thle
assbent. ut the underslanding andtihle
consent.ofuthIe affections lu this demon-
stration. This detinition la more salis-
factory Iban the others, because il lm-
plies that tailh is the gifl ut Goti. Dr.
Chiarles Hotige says, "Failli la a convic-
tion of the trulli toundeti on test!,-
mou3., Dr. A. A. Hutige says, "Falli,
ln the most general sense ofthIle word, le
the assent ut the mind to thie trulli ut
Iliat uf which we have nul an Immediate
cognition." The authur outIhe Epîstie
lu tbo Hebrews says, "Slow failli is the
assurance uft tlîngs hopeti for, the pruv-
ing uftlh.lngs not seen." (lIeb. il : 1--

>So much for falthl n generai. But
what is failli in Jesus Christ? Let tlie
Siiorter Catechisni answer-"Faiîh lu
Jesus Christ ls a savlng grace, wliere-
by we recelve anti rest upon Hlmaloue
for saivallun, anti as Hi laut eredtiluus
iin tht- Gospel." The Confession uof aithl
says, "The principal acîs ut failli are
nccepîing, receling, anti restlng upon
Chritst alune for justflcatlon, sanclif 1-
cation, anti eternai lite, by virtue ut the
covenant ut grace."

By failli we recefive anti rest alone up-,
un Chritst for salvati;on, as He Is uttereti
luous ln the Gospel. luw Is He ottereti?
Aýs a Prophet lu instr'uct us; as a I'riest.
who once off ereti Hlimseit a sacrifice for
sin, anti who now interceties ah the Falli-
er's riglit hanti; anti as a King whose
rîglit PLIo lu reiga over us. By taltQb
w-e surrender ourselves loUHlm, as a
cl ln r the window uf a burnlng iîouse
wuuld lhrow himselt kilo the arms ut
ami eider brother.

How dues Ibis talîlli Justlfy a. sin-
ner ln the sighît tofGuti? Tlie answer
lu tluis qnesti'on Is presenleti su fuliy,
anti yet su concisely Ln Ithe Larger Cat-e-
ctîismi, that we slîall quote il. '"Failli
ju-stifes a sinner in the sigli tofGuti,
mot because ut those other graces whhchî
du atways accompany il, or ut god
wurkH that are the fruits oft Il, nor as
if the grace uf ta.ith, or any acI thereof,
were iml)uledto lu hlfor l'Itsjustifica-
tion; but unly as il Is an Instruniente
by w-hichli e receivelli anti applletli
Ch rist andi,.,11,s righiteout3nem8 "

This statement shoulti be carefully
pondereti by us ail. It la naîurai
lu US ho take credil lu ourselves for
w-lat we are. There is aiways a danger
limatw-e may be exaîteti above meaý
sure, especitly when we compare our-

stant nor as speedy progre)s tuwartiu il
as we Zouuttidesire, Yeî faitll sours,
anti by tlie exercise uft Ilal falli, we
can uvercorne the obstacles, andi sur-
mount blie difficulties wlilcl lie before-
Us. Tlius, whi.le failli keeps us humble,
îî Inspires us wllli courage.-


