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L
tude of the Koman Catholic Chureh at
tue purilament., we Know what iws ac-
Hluae guinerto aas peen witil regard Lo
WS own avsolute wuinority, the c.guu Ot
Private juagment, tne 1perty TO GIsCUsSs
Jdoctrines beore the laity, aud the prac-
tice o1 jomung in common prayer and
braise witu tnose outside of its own fold.
Yrovably 1t would stili assert in words
‘Ls old positions on tnose points. But
8 adherents witl judge, as everyone
Judges, not py words but oy deeds. ‘Lhere
18 u very rigorous logic ia facts, and a
logie thut 1s understood and pressed home
by the common people. 1t Cardinal,
Archibishops, Bishops, and priests may
unite in religious services on a common
blatform witn men and women of other

lorms o1 faith, why may not the laity do’

the same? Ii it is right to inquire, to
lovestigate, to compare, to hear courte-
Ously what we believe to be the erron-
€ous beliefs ot others in the Hall of Col-
Umbus, how can it be wrong in any oth-
er hall? Every morning tne vast audi-
€hce united in prawse. Never did I hear
the long metre Doxology sung with more
fervour. Then, on the 1irst day, Cardinal
Gibbons led us in the words of the Lord’s
Lrayer, On another duy we were led by
4 lresbyterian, on another by an Angii-
¢an, on another by a Methodist, and s0
on.
nd soul Gid not exult with joy as he
joined in these devotions, or the nian who
Would seek from them only the gratifica-
tion of denominational pride, or use them
?01' the purpose of taunting others with
!nconsistency. There are inconsisten-
Cles for which we should only thank God
and praise men. And I mention the at-
titude of the liberal party in the Roman
Catlolic Chureh in the United States,
Slmply to praise it, and because it puts
to shame the reactionary attitude and
tone of some who call themselves I’res-
byterian. To quote language which I
Ied in my second address and which was
listened to respectfully by Bishops and
Driests on the platform and in the audi-
€nce: “The Democratic principle has
1Ow triumphed in the Church as well a8
In Society. The most despotic and the
Most aristoeratically eonstituted Church-
€8 admit it and pay homage to it as the
real king. Can we ask for a more signifi-
cant jjlustration of the fact than this
Parlfament itself? And now that De-
Mocracy has triumphed, the question is,
8hall the children of those who fought
and bled in its cause, who stood by it
in the dark and cloudy day, when no man
Tegarded, be afraid of it or false to it,
When perhaps their aid is needed more
than ever? For, Democracy does not
Mmean disorder in Church or in State. It
Must be organized, and it cries for lead-
ership and organization; but it demands
that those who would be its guides shall
trust it ; for they who do not trust may
'“«tl‘{],y,"

Queen’s College, Kingston.

NOITES BY 1HE WAY.

Why indeed, and therefore I begin,
Le, begin my introduction, and then—
if not exnausted—my subject, for is not
he saying of what you have not time
to say, the way of telling what you set
out to tell? » }

Having had occasion to visit Nova
Scotia, there has fallen upon me tne Ir-
Tesistible desire to record my impres-
Sions.  Why not? Every traveller has
lmpressions, even though the guide-book
8ives the inspiration, both plenary and
verbal, and the sleeping car rounds all
off with its dreams. I had impressions,
and why should their iight be put under
4 bushel, when in the columns of the
‘anada Presbyterian they may shine
forth, from where the Atlantic billows
Toll to where the waters of the Pacific
Sleep 2  Then firstly (hard to forget
the sermonizing habit), as I have nothing
Yo expect. from the Government, and have
Mot fed on its pap, it may be permitted
Ine to tel]l my “impressions” nf the Inter-
Colonial management.” 02 course, my
®Xperience was confined to a single go-
g and coming, but then, are not very
Positive opinions formed on a much small-
er experience than mine? Certainly, why
Rot boldly tell all about the ocean, see-
Ing that you have a thimble full in your
dboratory ? Well, here is our record:
ffom Levis to Halifax and return, the
iourney was exceedingly comfortable
and mage on sehedule time; civility and
Promptness characterized the train
hands’; 4o far as we could discern, the
One important personage was the negro
borter on the Pullman, who was kingly
0 his gervices and princely in his bear-
Ing.  Wwe jearned afterwards—or before,
Pardon the uncertainty—that he did not
a8 yet own either the car or theroad.

he road-hed appears to be Imn good
Condition, and no reasonable man could
A8k for o less fatiguing railway jour-
Ney than we enjoyed. We, at ‘least,
have no fault to find with the Intercol-
onial management ;: not even with the
butfet or dining-rooms.

1 enyy not the man whose heart

THE CANADA

As the road skirts the Southern shore
of wne wvroadeniug St. Lawrence, with
IS tidal  waters, the eye travels over
ampie  variety to salis:y wmany tastes:
void neaulanus, the blue line our distant
hills, at times scarcely to be distinguish-
ed from the horizon clouds, the widen-
ing river and rocky isiands, ought to
cuarm the artist’s heart and inspire
his pencll; the student of nature ‘can
meditate upon the long spent forees that
cut those rocks into fautastic shapes,
and eclothed their suriace with succes-
sive rounds oI varied life; our impres-
sions were made in somewhat other di-
rections. We noted the human dwell-
ings, and wondered as we crossed the
Gaspe heights, as here and there amidst
the waste of rock and serubby spruce,
a single log cabin appeared, what kind
of life do tnose solitaries live? Does ng-
ture hymn a daily chorus, or as the grey
lichens on the rock’s side, do they live
an aimless life, sustain a mere existence ?
How many existing Christians there are
whose new life is a solitude, who live
apart and waste their sweetness—if they
have any—on the desert air.

The villages and towns on the route
till the Lower Provinces are reached,
present one aspect in common: small
dwellings of an almost uniform type,
gathered around one imposing structure,
the parish church. Man’s homage to
the great Unseen, a comment in stone
upon the truth, thac, not by bread alone
does he live. Yet that condition speaks
of a sacerdotal system, which exacts to
the last farthing, religiously keeps the
poor ever present, and cultivates ignor-
ance as the incentive to devotion, and
here, where it reigns egupreme, may be
studied the tree Ly the fruit it bears.
We passed through av the time of har-
vest. Men were scarceiv to he seen in
the fields where the ripening grain was
standing, away we judge, iorking or
piloting rafts; women doing the har-
vesting, cutting the grain with the old-
fashioned reaping hook, and carrying
the sheaves into the barn on an 0oX
sled or one-horse cart. No doubt there
is a kind of contentment in this state,
reminding one of Tennyson’s Northerh
Farmer:

“An’ a towd ma my sins, an’s toithe
were due, an’ I gied it in hond;

I done moy duty boy 'um, as I ha’ done
boy the lond.”

Nevertheiess, as returning, we entered
upon the busier, more progressive scenes
of our Western life. We turn over the
leaf of the volume, and read approving-
ly :

‘‘Better. tifty years of Europe than a
cyele of - Cathay.”

There was hervism and advance in
those who first planted the crucifix on
these wild, inhospitable shores, but its
constant shadow has stunted promising
growth, and reared ecclesiasticism at
the cost of impoverishing the people. On
this continent, Romanism is still the
statesman’s unsolved problem and the
political Sinbad’s Man of the Sea. ‘“Hold-
ing forth the Word of Life,” is the true
attitude for the Christian Church.

Passing along in the vieinity of Truro,
the singular appearance ¢! the banks of
the streams, attracted attention. Wavy
slopes of shining mud; for the moment
we were perplexed. Skirting those
banks, too, were winding dykes of earth
and turf, which at the first glance
seemed earthwotrks: had we sighted
some old Acadian encamoment? As sev-
eral such fields swept across the field
of vision, ‘we remembered some tales of
early settlement, and Low the settlers,
not entirely ignorant of land, reclaimed
from the German Ocean by the ingenu-
ity of their old Dutch neighbours, had
on a smaller scale, taking advantage of
the Bay of Fundy’s tides. reclaimed from
the tidal rivers of Acadia, large tracts
of marsh land, which after a century’s
cropping. still retain their fertility.
These ‘‘dyke lands” still form a promin-
ent feature in the agricultual industry
of these provinces. The Intercolonial
runs through regions which cannot be
described as agricultural paradises, yet
we are constrained to confess that no
sign of want met our eye; bread
enough, if not to spare, seemed to bhe
in sight; only among the loungers at
such stations as Moneton and Truro did
aspects of shiftlessness present them-
selves. We thought, moreover, as un-
tilled lands and broad expanses of spruce
forest were seen, Malthus to the con-
trary, notwithstanding, that for some
generations, at least, there is abundant
room on the Father’s domains for all Hig
incoming children, and that when the
more fertile lands of the West shall have
become overcrowded, in these earlier dis-
covered fields, plenty with contentment
may be found. Canadiaus should have
more faith in the vast probabilities of
those domains over which still
in the breeze the Unlon Jack. .

We have finished our ‘introduction :
our impressions will come next.

_societies of different kinds, and

tloats
‘not a better state of things be ?

PRESBYTERIAN.
KESPECTING ELDERS.

A
To the Editor of The Canada Presbyterian :

Sir,—Some weeks ago it was aunoanc-
ed Irom tne puipit o1 the churen that £
aitend, that ve new elders were neces-
sary, and tuat the election would be duly
proceeued with. This announcement set
me thinking—not for the first time—on
the oiffice of eldership.

We nave juneteen elders at present.
They are all, so far as I know, plame-
less men, comporting themselves in a
manper befitting ‘‘pillars of the Church.”
And, as 1 have always considered that
nineteen legs are quite sufficient to pre-
serve the equilibrium of any Chureh, and
that ours especially, thougn large, seems
steady enough, it has extremely puzzled
me why five more props were wanted,
80, 1 have been trying to find out what
elders do besides giving dignity and sta-
bility to the Church, and what is ex-
pected of them, and why they are so
necessary to the well-being of a Pres-
byterian congregation. 1 have asked
ministers, elders and managers, and all
shake their heads. WIill The Canada
Presbyterian or some of its correspon-
dents, enlighten a bewildered young
man ? [ should like to hear soine ex-
pression of opinion on the subject of
eldership, and some discussion as to the
duties the Church attaches to that of-
tice. Perhaps ‘“Knoxonian” will con-
sider this subject worthy his attention.

1 have been active in connection with
two DPresbyterian churches, and have
been a member for some time, but have
never yet met ‘“my eldes,” except as 1
meet any other man. I have only known
whom they have been by reference to
the annual reports. Even my commun-
fon ecard is left by a messenger. All
others to whom I have spoken to, have
had the same experience. Is this state
of things general ? What has the Church
to say about it?

Some of the elders I have known are
active as Sunday-school teachers, pray-
er-meeting leaders, and in other ways;
but not as elders. No practical duties
seem to attach to that office, as view-
ed by them.

I have in my mind the picture of an
elder, who is truly the sub-minister of
his district, who knows each family, and
every member of it, body and soul. If
a family is in want, he knows of it,and
the causes of it, and brings the proper
remedy, 80 far as that is within his
power. 1If a youth is becoming vicious,
he knows of it, and the cuuses of it, and
concerns himself a‘)out it. If a man is
out of work, he knows of it, and Is ready
with counsel and help. He is a man, a
parent, a brother or sister can consult
with. He is ready to take time from
his business, and to lose thereby, that
he may gain a better thing. His elder-y
ship is a real business, and the fag ends
of his time won’t do for it. It might
be answered, ‘‘this requires much expen-
diture of time, much wisdom, and much
spirituality ; and, besides, it is almost
impossible to establish such relations
now, and where are the men to- come
from ?” Unto what wsre we baptized?
and irto what office is an elder ordain-
ed ? Surely there are in every large
church at least 20 or 30 men having

capacity. Of them, Christ asks all
this or nothing. .
The Church is rapidly becoming to

be regarded by most men as an institu-
tion having no real part in practical
life, and work in connection with it is
despised as beneath the dignity of men
of ability and standing. And so long
as the Church’s officers consider that
their duties are limited to passing round
the elements at communion time, offer-
ing an occasional prayer at a meeting,
and consultation with the minister on
petty matters; so long as they allow
chance
benevolent persons to do what practi-
cal good there is done, the men of the
world will be coldly comntemptuous, and
will econtinue to feel a certain superior-
ity when they fall to eomparing our pro-
fessions with our practice, and our luke-
warmness with their ecoldness. When we
consider our professed beliefs about hu-
man life and its issues, our apathy is
most ghastly and tragic.

1 do not write, having any particu-
lar elders in view, (except as instances
of what seem to be general); nor do 1
write in the spirit of ungenerous criti-
cism, nor from the standpoint of omne
who sees his own part well performed ;
hut because I earnestly desire more vig-
orous action on the part of those who
are our constituted leaders, who have
heen selected as our best men to  fill
this holy office. .

T am sure most elders would sorrow-
fully confess that what I have been say-
ing is true, and I am also sure they
most earnestly desire a better state ot
things, but feel themselves helpless. Can-
I am
respectfully yours, W.H. M

Monday, September 25, 1893,
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FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.

BY REV, W. 8. M'TAVISH, B.D., ST. GEORGE.

Oct. 8th.—Rom. 3: 22 ; kph. 3 17-31.

The topic indicates that falth must
be defined. Various detinitions have
been given of it. One says that faith
is assent and consent. Another says it
is the assent of the will and the con-
sent of the understanding. Still an-
other says It is the result of a silent
interview between the spirit of God and
the spirit of man; the forner taking of
the things of Christ, and showing them
to the latter, and the latter giving the
assent. of the understanding and the
consent of the affections to this demon-
stration. This definition is more satis-
factory than the others, because it im-
plies that faith is the gift of God. Dr.
Cliarles Hodge says, “Faith 18 a convic-
tion of the truth founded on testi-
mony.” Dr. A. A. Hodge says, “Faith,
in the most general sense of the word, is
the assent of the mind to the truth of
that of which we have not an immediate
cognition.” The author of the Epistle
to the Hebrews says, “Now faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the prov-
ing of things not seen.” (Heb. ii: 1--

R, V)

So much for faith in general.
what is faith in Jesus Christ? Let the
Shorter Catechism answer—“Faith in
Jesus Christ {8 a saving grace, where-
by we recelve and rest upon Him aloae
for salvation, and as He is offered to us
in the Gospel.” The Confession of Faith
says, ““The principal acts of faith are
accepting, receiving, and resting upon
Christ alone for justification, sanctifi-
cation, and eternal life, by virtue of the -
covenant of grace.”

By faith we receive and rest alone up:
on Christ for salvation, as He is offered

But

_tous inthe Gospel. How is He offered?

As a Prophet to imstruet us; as a Priest
who once offered Himself a sacrifice for
sin, and who now intercedes at the Fath-
er’s right hand; and as a King whose
right it is to reign over us. By taith
we surrender ourselves to Him, as a
child in the window of a ‘burning house
would throw himself into the arms of
an elder brother.

How does this faith
ner in the sight of God? The answer
to this question is presented so fully,
and yet so concisely in the Larger Cate-
chism, that we shall quote it. Faith
justifies a sinner in the sight of God,
not because of those other graces which
do always accompany it, or of gooaq
works that are the fruits of it, nor as
if the grace of faith, or any act thereot,
were imputed to him for his justifica-
tion; but only as it is an instrument,
by which he receiveth and appiieth
(71{1‘131 and, His righteousneggs.”

This statement should be carefully
pondered by us all. Tt is natural
to us to take credit to ourselves for
what we are. There is always a danger
that we may be exalteq above mea-
sure, especially when we compare our-
selves with others less favoured than
we. 1t is well, therefore, for us to fre-
Qu§nt1y call to mind how we were jus-
tified in the sight of God, and to remem-
ber that even our faith was wrought in
our heart by the Spirit and Word of
God.  We shall not think of ourselves
more highly than we ought to think,
when we remember that God has dealt
to us our portion of faith.

At the same time, let us not forget
our vantage ground. By faith we have
accomplished something already, but
Surely we do not imagine that we have
attained to all that 1lles within 'our

reach! Who feels that he has been fill-
ed unto all the fulness of God? This
is the goal to which we look forward,’
and though we may not make as con-
stant nor as speedy progress towards {t
as we CGould desire, yet taith is ours,
and by the exercise of that faith, we
can overcome the obstacles, and sur-
mount the difficulties which lie betore
us. Thus, while faith keeps us humble,
it imspires us with eourage. ,

justify a sin-

vt
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