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May 3¢d, 1803,

“Do you want the liquor licenses in
London, at present 69, reduced to 350?”

By a majority of T00 votes the men and
women of London voted, ‘“Yes! we do
want the licenses reduced from 69 to 50.”

-It was sbmply an expression of public
opinion, it is true, but the City Council at
once bowed to it, and reduced the licenses
in accordance with the public will.

When next a reduction by ten more
licenses was asked, the City Council grant-
ed the request without needing another
plebiscite.

Strike a blow wherever you can, put
in a jpin, drive a nail or lubricate a
Wwheel, pray and work, trust true men in
. the nation as in the home or in the church,
and “have faith in God.”

{THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN.

Ontario is about to enact, if she has
not already done so, another law in rela-
tion to the protection of children, about
as sweepialg or far reaching in its opera-
tions and consequences ag her excellent
and efficient Education Aect has prov-

ed to be in the general cultu : and intellee-

tual advancement of her youth. The Hon.

J. M. Gibson, the Provineial Secretary, has.

charge of the bill in the Legislature, and
‘has introduced it with explamations and
comments that are deeply interesting to
all who have studied the subject and are
at all interested in the great issues which
it involves. It must not be supposed.
hkoever, that this province has had no
Previous legislation on this subject. It
bhas for some time past been feeling its
way to what has just now been brought
forward In such provisions as thosa
for the protection of infants plae-
& im “baby farms,” the Indus-
.trial  Schools Aet, the Refuge for
Girls, the Reformatory for Boys, the,
Act of 1888 for the better protection of
children, the provisions for children in the
Factory Act, the Shop Regulation Act, and
others. After careful consideration, it is
said, the present Act diverges from some
of the recommendations of the Prison Com-
mission, and instead of establishing Indus-
trial Schools and houses of refuge in every
¢ounty, it deals with the evils involved
from a preventive rather than from a
digeiplinary standpoint. This has neces-
sitated probing the core of the subject,
and the laying of a somewhat strong hand
upon what has hitherto been regarded as
the sacredness of parental ownuership in
children and the comsequent right of ex-
ercising almost unlimited authority over
them. Great caution seems to have been
exercised in the structure of this Act, with
reference to unnecessary interference with
the natural rights of parents. At the
s&me time, first and foremost, have been
kept in view. the rights of the helpless
children, whose main purpose it is the
object of ‘this BIill to protect. As to
Wwhether the parents or the state has the
first or paramount claim to control de-
bends altogether upon the manner in which
control js exercised. Neither the par-
ents nor the State has any natural or re-
Vealed right to pervert the parental rela-
tionship, or the duties arising out of it,
from the evident purpose of child-being.
Good and not evil, is the true end of both
childhood and manhood; and neither par-
entanl nor cival authority can change it,
with impunity. Pagan ignorance, dire
Necessity, and conformity to most fearful
forms of social cruelty and viee, have in
the past abandoned, mutilated, and even
8lain thousands of helpiess infants, and de-
tades and even tenturies have passed over
the most civilized of communities, and not
4 statute to shield, or a refuge to open
its arms to shelter these most pitiable ones
ol our kind. ‘ s
It was left for Christian teaching to
become the terror of these evil doers in
the State, and to require parents to be
“In the Lord” in the obedience they de-
mand of their children, not to provoke
them to wrath, but to bring them up In
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
~And when thege duties are so neglected
a8 to altogether chanze the heritage of
. ¢hild life, and thereby render 1t unfit in fu-
ture to dischargze ‘its rightful obligations
to both eivil and religious soclety as well
a8 to itself, it Is them specially necessary
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for the State to see that its own founda-
tions do not become weakened by the per-
mission of an abnormal condition of par-
ental authority on the one hand, and of
filial obedience on the other.

In dealing with this difficult and im-
portant subject, the author of the Bill
has gethered from the most advanced legis-
lation in the worid on the subject. 'The
provisions of the lirst sections of the Bill
relating to the preventation of cruelty to
children were copled, he tells us, from the
English Act. *The Crown has from time
immemorial protected the rights of pro-
perty in children. It was the poor child-
ren, who had no estates or property and
no influential friends, who had not been
protected, and it was on behalf of these
helpless children that the Bill had been
proposed. Similar provisions had been
made in several Ntates of the Union, and
in Australia. This section provides
against children begging or singing in the
streets, in taverns, or in public places, and
for their removal from cruel, neglectful,
or ¢riminal parents, and for their examina-
tion and commitment to temporary shel-
ter pending their final disposeal.

The second edition which deals with the
care of the neglected and dependent chil-
dren, seems possibly to be the most dras-
tic. As the law has hitherto stood, a
police officer could not enter the precinects
of the home to prevent the brutalities of
parents towards their children. The
charitable societies were the only agencies
up to the present time, that could legal-
ly come to the aid of the neglected omes,
and though exceedingly useful, they could
not at all cope with extreme emergencies.

We ourselves, have known the case of
a large family of young children dependent
upon the small amount that the two
elder boys could earn, the father mean-
while working, gambling away all he earn-
ed, and coming home to eat and live on
the boys, and not contribute a cent to
the general support; the smaller members
of the family having to go the Girls’ and
Boys’ Home , respectively. These benevo-
lent institutions have done a grand work,
and we do not think it is the sphere of
this Blll to interfere with that work. It
contemplates placing the peculiar class it
deals with in homes where they will be
properly cared for, and give them a train-
ing that will fit them for after life, ab-
sorbiny them at the same time into the
healthy blood of country life, rather than
herding ihem as a class, separated from
the general commuaity. Due precaution
seems to be made in the other sections
for the trial of c¢hildren and for their ex-
amination, inspection and reports of the
entire working machinery of the Act.
And not the least lmportant will be that
section which comes to us at first with
2 touch of the sentimental. 1t will be
found after all not to be so sentimental as
real, if especially our ecities and larger

. towns only carry out ite provisions faith-

fully. We refer, of course, to the section
bearing ton the ringing of the ‘“‘Curfew
Bell.”” To our mind, there is not a great-
er danger open to the future of Ontario,
than the very comnditions of the children
of our province that give rise to this Act.
Our autumn and winter evenings are the
fruitiul means ot many a ruined boy and
girl, not of the lowest class either.
LEvery conceivable mischief, invouv-
ing petty thefts, foul language, unclean
conduet, and the formation ol tough
habits, they learn on the street, between
the hours of 7.80 and 10.80 p.m. If par-
ents cannot or will not keep their chil-
dren from the streets aiter dark, then let
the ‘“Curfew Bell” ring, and the streets
be cleared accordingly.

IFor the due and proper execution of
this Act, much will doubtless depend up-
on the Superintendent who will be the
chief officer in relation to it. He is, we
are assured, to be a man [litted for his

work, and not a mere political hangeron.
In addition a strong and healthy public
sentiment must be maintained; for people
are touchy about their children on the
streets, more 30 than in the schools.
Still the good sense of the people of On-
tario should sustain well this excellent
hand-maid to our Public School law;
that, together the very best results, both
of our culture and of our Christianity, may
follow to the generations to come.

A

SYNOD CONF(EREIVCE.

The conference in connection with the
Synod of Toronto and Kingzston, commenc-
es at Guelph, on the evening of the 8th
ingt., at 7.30 p.m., Rev. Dr. Parsons pre-
siding. At 8 o'clock the subject of Home
Misslons will be taken up : (1) “* Extent and
importance of the work within the bounds
of the Synod.” Discussion led by Rev.
A. Findlay, superintendent of missions
for Muskoka and Algoma. (2). The work
in the West; present day needs, and the
relation of present effort to future
strength of the Church.’”  Discussion led
by Rev. Dr. Cochrane, (onvener of Home
Mission Committee.

Tuesday forenoon, May 9th, Rev. Dr.
Wardrope, presiding. ** Augmentation as
an essential part of Home Mission work.”
Discussion, led by Rev. D. 9. Macdonnell,
B. D.

Foreign Missions. “Present condition.
difficulties and prospects of the field oec-
cupied by the Presbyterian Church in
Canada.’”’ Discussion, led by Rev., R.I'.
McKay, B. A., Foreign Mission Secretary.

Tuesday afternoon, May 9th, Rev. John
Hay, B. D., presiding. (1). Foreign Mis-
sions. *‘Our mission to the Jews.” Dis-
cursion, led .y Rev. McP. Scott, B.A., To-
roato. (2). “The pastor’s responsibility
for the awakening ol a missionary spirit
in his congregation.” Discussion led by
Rev. Dr. MecTavish, Toronto.

The practical nature of the topics given
above, and the names of the gentiemen
associated with the various subjects to be
discussed, insure a most profitable con-
ference.

A regular meeting of the P’resbytery of
Honan was beld at Ch’u-wang on Jan.
24th., Mr. MacGillivray, Moderator, in the
chair. Reports were received from the two
stations of the mission. At Ch’u-wang, it
was noted thatethe anti-foreign feetfing
has been growing less imarked; while at
Hsin-chen it has been sustained more or
less throughout the year, culminating in
the removal of the roof from a building
recently acquired but of which possession
has not yet been obtained. From Ch’u-
wang the evangelistic work has been car-
ried far afield ; at Hsin-chen it was confin-
ed to dally preaching in the street Chapel,
which, owing to its advantageous situat-
jon, is always well attended. At bhoth sta-
tions the medical work atfords every en-
caouragement, Dr. McClure reporting 1718
treatments, and Dr. Smith 4677. Rev. T.
Sedgwick was nominated Moderator of
the General Assembly, and Rev. J. H.
MacViear appointed commissioner, togeth-
er with Wm. Niecol, M. D., Brantford, and
Mr. John Cameron, London. Certificates of
proficiency in the language were veceived
for transmission home concerning Mr. and
Mrs. Goforth, Miss MaclIntosh, and Mr.
MaeGilliviay, the last named of whom
took 89.27 marks out of a possible 100.
A scheme was set on foot for arranging
a systematic correspondence to the T’res-
byterian Record. After hearing a wmedieal
opinion from the Doectors of the mission
re Mrs. MacVicar's insomnia, now of two
years standing, it was resolved vhat Mr.
and Mrs. MacViear be requested tn take
a furlough to Canada and return as soon
as Mrs. MaceViear’s health may permit.
On two evenings during the meeting prac-
tieal and devotionnl conferences were
held. J. H. MacViear, Clerk.

What Mrs. Wilson said regarding native
Christian servants, at the recent annual
meeting of the W, F. M. 8., was incorrectly
reported in our columms. We regret the
mistake. Mrs Wilron writes : “In explan-
ation of the fact that our native Christ-
ians often get so bad a name from Tng-
lish residents, other than missionary, in
Indin, T said that a large number of peo-
ple going by the name of Christians be-
longed to the Roman Catholic Commun-
ion, who though baptised had never had
any Christian training, and were simply
baptised heathen, and, knowing them-
relves freed Irom caste restrictions, added
the vice of drunkenness to their other
vices. I would rather have a good hea-
then servant than one of these Roman
(Catholies, of whom there are n large num-
her acting as servants in English house-
holds i India.”

He only is advancing in life whose
heart is getting softer, whose blood warm-
er, whose brain quicker, whose spirit is
entering into living peace.—Ruskin.

The man who has in him the ec¢lements
of a worker for Christ will find a field
or make one. Paul, when a. prisoner,
made converts in Caesar’s household. —
Spurgeon. - :
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY OF
BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY. Vol. XV.
Twenty third Session. Published at
the oifice of the Society, 37 Great
Ru-s21 St., Bloomsbury, London, W.C. .

Within sixty:two pages, the proceed-
ings comprise three articles. The first is

Mr. P. le Page Renouf’'s continuation of

a translation of the Egyptian Book of

the Dead, which is ludicrous where it 18

not dreary. Thus “Chap. XXXIII, whereby

all  serpents are kept back. O serpent

Rerak, advance not! Here are the Gods

Seb and Shu! 8top or thou shalt eat °

the rat which Ra execrateth, and gnaw -

the bones of a putrid she-cat.”” How very
edifying! The Rev. G. Margoliouth writes
on the “Superlinear Punctuation of Her
brew found in certain MSS., and which
he supposes had its origin in Syria, prior
to the development of the present sublim-

ear vowel system. Finally, Messrs. A. C.

Bryant and F. W. Read translate an in-.

scription of the Egyptian Amenophls IV.

 who called himself Khuenaten, and wor-

shipped the disk of the sun as did certain
tribes of Central Amerijca. Khuenaten’s
city was the site of Tell el Amarna.
STIRRING THE EAGLE’S NEST, AND
OTHER PRACTICAL DISCOURSES.
By Theodore L. Cuyler, D. D. New
York : The Baker and Taylor Com-
pany. Toronto. William Briggs.®
This handsome 12mo volume of 318
pp., bound in blue and gilt topped, con-
tains eighteen sermons, the last being Dr. .
Cuyler’s valedictory to the Lafayette Ave.
congregation. Everything Dr. Cuyler
writes is worth reading by those who
read sermons and similar productions.
There is nothing very novel in his matter
nor startling in his style; but he putsAold'
truths in new dress, and his language Is
chaste and simple. There is something
very devout in all his utterances, and his
great aim, to build up pure Christian char-
acter, is one that all right minded people
must sympathize with. For printed ser- -
mons, which generally lack the personal-
ity of the living preacher, these are very
readable, and the reading of them cannot
fail to do good. 'The valedictory Is pecul-
iarly interesting as a piece of modern Cirls-.
tian autobiography, which many who are

familiar with Dr. Cuyler’s name would not
willingly miss. .

SOCIALISM FROM GENESIS TO REVELA-
TION: By Rev. F. M. Sprague; Bos- °
tou: Lee and Shepard. 1898.
) There can be no doubt that socialisdy
is in the air; but in what form it is to
_take permanent possession of terra tirma.
is quite another matver. It has been well
sail that there is this difference between:
’hristian socialism and the sociallsm of -
unbelief, that the one says: “All mine is.
thine,” while the other says: “All thine
is mine.” There is a great gull between
the two. We do mot for one noment
stand up for particularism which dividés
human socjety, whereas the Christ-
jan Church is an organism, and
its organic character has to Dbe
more fully recognized. But we re-
member that there is always a danger
of the destruction of individuality, and no
love for our fellow men must be allowed .
to lead us into ways of hurting them.
There is a good deal in this hook with
which we cordially agree. Here for ex-
ample, is an excellent protest against Mr,
Henry George’s doctrine of the nationali-
zation of the land and all its concomitant
heresies: “The plan proposed by Mr. George
that government should take forcible pos-
sescion of all lands by confiscating renmt,
thus robbing multitudes of land:owners
who have purchased and pald for .their
land, frequently with the savings of @'
lieftime of toil, is so repugnant to reasom,
8o vielous in principle, it so outrages every.
sense Oof justice that we are left to won-
der how a head so clear and a heart o
humane could susgrgest 4 measure SO anar-
chistic and villanous.” This 18 execellent
on the negative side. But Mr. Sprague's
positive principles will hardly be satis-
factory to some who may be willing to
cast the land owners to the lions. Mr,.
Sprague thinks that soclulism should
come gradually, tentatively, and only so
far as may be necessary. Latet dolus In
generalibus. We are a little afraid of this
coming 80 far as may be necessary. - The
five postulates of socialism, we are told
are: 1, Labour I8 the aource of all value.
2. Ppjvate capital is a social erime. 8, -
The rich are growiug richer, and the poor:
growing poorer. 4. The wages of labour
furnish & bare subsistence. 5. The public
owmership and control of capital. Thege'
be large demands. La proprieté e'eht le.
vol, 8 oW an axiom, not a heresy: The
poor are growing poorer. We are not
quite sure of this, And capitel is to be
owned and controlled by the public—by
aldermen, for example, so fully are they.
trusted! i . .



