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Al PR ESSING O lJU.R G'IiVC Y'.

Th'le tîne hal been itv.s sa long .ogo thata.pparently every.
bodiy but Miss Pirscilla liersuif hail loit ail tecollection of it-
whlen V'ong D)r. John Ilrownsan andi prettv Ili>sy Maxwell
hiat heen sonetlîng moire than frî. Ths'le girl's inther
was a captinus invalit who utterly failedto taunderstand that
lier younigest cliild siionit think of any existenice apart trami
her own aches and ailiiients ; the eider nenibers of the farnily
who hati ail left homne and wverc .îhsorbed an their own hopes
and atcupations, wvere harrifieti that the nieek sister, who hall
been at cverybodys service, shaulci presuie ta desirea happi
ness apart froiiî thc taonily. Each ane feit particularly called
talon to interfere. l'rissv %vas necessary tu lier mother's conm-
fort - John lirownisun lad this way tr i ake-the Mal.xwells did
not especially care far saine of his connections: they really
coulainont understand wvhat l'rissy .c'u/d tare for in that great
rough felIa%.il. J.in cnliosýprospctLtsw~ere very freely discuisseti,
andtInt the yautig gir's disinay lier dreani of hapîiness
changed into a gray fog that satideneti her fle. After a
wvhileNrs. Maxwell began tolaiient thather yotingestdaughter
hati neyer ntartied.

I really dont know %vhy af ail niy tock Prissy is the only
one wîohas never settled. \Ve were always cansidereti a
nîarrying faonlv, site wouild insist, cuomplaonaingly.

WVhera the olti lady dieti, andi Prissy w.is left alone, the
whole M~elcannection agreed that lit îvould have been
rnucb mare convenient if lrsclla hall madie tics for herself;
andi even in lier single. niindedness Miss Maxwell writhed
under the scathing conviction that she %vas disapproved otf by
bier relatives.

Moss Prissy tlîought a g-oat deii about the doctonr. Her
lieart %vas very tender over the lonely man. soltary in his
great bouse, î%here, bint the death ai bis old mnother, hie hati
liveti alone. There were rnany who wouid gladly have
shareti his, prusperiîy. 'lhle swetnatured %anîan oever
blameciany anc; but whcn she hîard lit wvhispcrcd tlîat hie
was inattentive ta thîs youiîg %vanan or that, a meek wondcr
would intrude upon lier as tai wbthcr tîtere %vas not sote-
thîng wrong samneuliere on the vovernrncnt af the wvorld.
W'bcn she met lîini wlkitig ni the village wtli May Ryland,
andi'May in the lubh aof lier yauthful beauty ware a pîîk
dress, she cotulai nat lelp specuiating as tn whtlier John
remeniberedt hat Dicnic, wbcn she hadt hcrsclf warn pink, andi
-as tbey two walked together be hati whispercd, looking clowvn
ino lier eycs. that lie shoulti love the caînur forever, and for two
voung hearts the kisngdomi of heaven hall came down ta carth.
Miss Prissy was borribly asitainid faiber own tliougbts ; she
repenteti in sackcloth andi ashes, andi atilictedi berbeil ta the
best af lber ability. Stite %as impatient of lier own fancies,
andi long tîteni from bier as sooiiting ittroîive, with indig-
nant astonishonent that sutti ideas shoulti have power ta
occupy ber at ail. She %vas swvceter than evcr ita'May when
she met ber next, antimaore patient, if possible, ta ber sick9
nepbcw, wha hati caine hoine ta bc nursed, andi who was the
crossest anti monst unaageable of invalitis. She ccrtainaly
strove ta miaintain bier wnal digtiity by a staiely reserve of
manner tawvard ber aId frend, %vho hati an idea that he inust
bave o«fended ber, andi ct.:dgIlclabis brain in vain tn final a
satisfactory reason far ber altereti demeanotit. Miss lrssy
tiecîiet that wvhen once Nlay was bis wife, anti no danger af
nnsconccptiaii coulti exist, the aId cordial relations shoulitibe
resunicti; btît sonichow the idea seemeti nat capab!e af yield.
ing bier ail the consolation st shotolt bave donc.

Miss ha~el orne was a tiny cottage, tiligbtful witb
a dainty, exquisite neatncss, quiteib e last place on the world
tbat one woulti consider ikely tri become the chosen abode
of unquiet spirits. Sitting alone, of starny %vanter nigbts, the
solitary occupant ni those pretty rooms began ta be dis-
agreeably canscicaus of a decideti feeling of laneliness andi
oppression. This sensation was intensofleti by a strar.ge,
weird saunti that oaccasîonally echocti on the stllness. Somte-
tomes long-drawn. plantive crics woulti startle the listener,
or quick,1 impatient sobs, in sbarp repetition, would rend tbe
air. Sbîicks andi cries, som«!times gusty andi impetuous, sorine-
turnes piercingly sati, swclling into a sustaineti, melancboly
wail, rcsounded througb the bause. For a time Miss Maxwell t
concealet iber terrors on lber own breas ; but sbe acquireti a1
nervous, frgbtencd way cf glancing oiver ber shoulder. asr
thotîgla she coantintiallv expeecidta se somne anc bebind 5
bier.M

Ont Jay M1cly, a domcstîc despot %vhose sway the meek
little lady vinade no effort ta limit, excl:imed

-Miss Plsstb:s place is baunted, stre:1 For aIl tbe
worl.- them's loke tbe banshee satis I hear tel of in olti Ire.
landi. Thcy badl insiortune, hiai an sure of, and what JI
we'll do 1 can't teil.z

.Miss Mlaxwcll fairly gaspeti. [he spectacle af the auto.
cat Itcly redoced int a state af belplcss terrair was a trtîly
disconccuîîng phenoinenn but then at was a distinct relief t
ta bave saie ne nashare bier onavafears. With propitiating t
precipitailon she hbastenetlIntaunburden lber bat ai ot s loaid
af care.

icy ndeeti, 1 don't know what to do or wbat tra think.c
I don't belicve in Spiro:atsr-l ain sure its wckt."

-W'hat îll;o, îhen?, wîîb scarnful, sihîlant empbasis.
"Tbem sntuods are not madle by notbing. If it was boys, now,S
'l gcailpzhrn when 'd caurhithtem. Thcy're jost unearthly,

them seeauns."
A secret sîtaret by 'ily was nait likely long ta remain a

secret. Wierd.aie was a cauntry village ; a rnovel sensation t
wa!; tcknowledged ta bc a public henctit, a piquant variations
of the înonatoy ;sitkrokngdr.veoplmcnts %vere likcly tai ensue.
Tanques walggcd briskly abois, the cottage and the affairs oiits rnistress. Airy vaîces syllabicti disrespcctful wards, mena:andi
wnmca thouglit ai sai.t with a hearty -elish in the thinkiag 0
andi saving tbat the swect filie maiden lady was a credtitous
nld fonl ; yct nontb e less thcir persistent curiosîty rendetreti
liué a burden. People strolîiedslawly up anti dowri the front
of the hanse, witb tyes rîveteti lapon the windows. Tbey
aiterrpied ta bribe 'Mely for surreptitiotîis information.
Ativenttrous spirits matie bolti endeavotîrs tr, pentrate wthinr
the prerises. Frientis whispered miniquitous littie treasons,%
agrecing vith tinainimlhy thai poor I'riscilia was suffcriag
frl incitaient însanity, wbiie others, in dark anti fateful ttter-
atncce. nsîstcd that spirits werc noit esilcss withatit a cause.1
Cotîlt the woman whose pure antli kindly existence hall beeco
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familiar ta them il] have same mystery attacheti ta her tufe
Ail tbe world, by the oautb Q ilus prapliets, lautily proclaime(
the fact. anti hati no besitation in making ber understand il,
that Miss PrissV was an object af derision ta gotis antimein
Miss Maxwell's relatives were scandalîzeti by the notorietl
wvhich the cottage anti its initates liati sa unwitlingl
attracteti. they wcre disposeti ta commient proiasely upor
the stîbject, anti wben paragraplîs appeareti in tbe local paper
heade Il Unearthlv Visitants," "IISurprising Spiritualisti(
Manifestations," "Th'e Effects of Hunian Credulity," theii
t'ratb culaiiated in torrents of angrv reproacb.

Itlivas oly occasionally that tbis lugubriaus performance
took Place ; for days at a timne the quiet of the bouse rc
niaineti undistcîrbed ; then a wbole night onight be renderc
ghastly by weird comotion. It constituteti a form ofltorture
%vithotot an explaineti cause or at pioposeti rernedy. Peact
departeti froon thu precîocts af the cottage, anti Miss Prissy,
haunteti by a persistent, insatoale terrar, began ta finti lier lif
ontalerably bard anti dreary.

Notwitlistanding the ivide dissentination of these rumaurs,
Dr. Ilrownson ivas one ai the last piersans in WVierdale ta beai
them. A country doctor, wvhose practice covers an area ao
twenty moiles, enjays excellent chances of becoîning acquaintet
wvitli the prevaolong gossip of the moment ; but on thos case il
happe.ned that the physician hati been away from homne
attending a niedica? convention.

" I)octor, wlîat do you thonk about Miss l>rissy's ghost ?'
was the very first qîuestion titat greeteti hini on bis return.

IGhast, wlîat ghost?' repcated the doctor in amaze-
ment, regarding the brigbt girlisit faces witb an'cious interro-
gation.

'I Miss I>rissy bas set top a gliost, ail1 ta berseif," laughed
Amy Rylanti ; anti il must be admnit:cd that tht gentît
maîden lady sufféed at the tangues af the merry party of
girls.

Tht doctor listeneti and everu lauglied bilariously a: their
sportive witticistns, andi then drove aîvay wîth a duit ache af
canîponction in bis heart for bis avt disloyalty. How sweei
anti tender the lave af bis yotîth hati been in ber grace anîd
guolelessness. None ai these giuis coult ion the Ieast camp .,e
iitb bier. How iveil lie remembereti the sby lank ai start ..d
happoness that at tht sight ai bini bati once sprung inoa er
evee, thaugb naw site bat become sa prim anti formaI anti
wnulti scarcely even acknowtedge birn as a irienti. Tht Max-
wells liati always been a harti-heartetI, stiî!.necketi lot, anti no
doubt noix thiey leit tht icrtan, confidiog saut atone in ber
,rouble. i>riscîlaMwlla hati givea hlm no roght ta pratect
ber-quite the contrary, indleei-still lie coulti scarcely balti
aloof knowing that site was on a strait, and the beart of tht
igruff, sarcastoc doctar swelled as he remembereti tht pretty,
pink.robed girl wbo bad watketi wîîh him untier the apple
trees. Then be was immeidiately seizeti by a flrm tietermina-
ticma ta cnnvert thaught inia action.

Dr. 1rnwnson was always a furiaus driver lie dasheti
up ta tbe cottage as tbough pursueti by a thntisanti furies,
and rusbed in lîke a wborlwanti, sustaineti by a consîderable
stase ai' virtuel anti persating bomself that bc was under-
taking a monumental act ai self-abnegation. Ht matie bis
appcarance as thougit he wcre making a faery onslaught upon
an tnemy, turning unan ail tht feminine daintiness surrounti.
ing hinî, a fiercely interrogative eye. The lire %vas perfection,
reflecting utsed ta tht polosheti brass anti steel anti tilts ai tht
fire-place, crackling, as naw anti then, brigbt ltttî jets af
flamne burst out, the cdock on the mantel-piece chîming
sweetly, tht room sofmly iighted, tht atmasplîere jost
touched with tht scent aif laivers. Miss Prissy knitting. %witb
a mass aiftielicately.tinteti %vools in ber lap.

"lVell, Miss 'Maxwell, 1 bear that you bave been cultivat-
ing relations with tht spirit wartid. I always bave believeti
in the general doctrine that there is nu wisdomn in tht grave
baseti upan tht reported utrance of spirits ; but 1 own 1
arn suprisel that ibat peculiar iorm ai human imbecility
shoulti be the anc selecteti by you."

The tioctor hati resolveti that tbnugh a siern stase ai
duty hati braughx lîim ta Miss I>rissy's rescue, bc would ailtw
her ta set very plainly that lie was able ta maintain bis
dignity, andi he shoulti comport bimstif in a congrunus mita-
net.

Miss Maxwell bai passeti througb the changes andi casu-
alties ai a day ai toirmoil ; she was shaken, withaut priwer
ta anticipate, much less tiecitie what was ta corne next.
At intervais ail day long tht unearthiy cries hadl thrilled ber
nerves anti produceti a stifling sense ai catastrophe. Hier
sisier Kate, with a large, judictal sîtterance, that campleteiy
aweti tht spinster, bati spcn: two bours canvincing ber that
site was ruining the prospects anti reputation of ber iaoîily.
Tbree reporters, with the genuine anti unadulterateti entîtusi-
asni ai their class, bati penetrateti the seclusion ai the cot.
tage, exaînineti tht premoses with abnormal interest, anri1 sub.
'ected ilIs mistrcss ta ingenuities ai crass-examinatinn that
itad ncarly driven bier lrantic. Waorst ai ail, the grim anti
:mperuoîus Mcly bati entircly brrtea down, hati became dote.
roi andi croaky ; hat i fnally subsideti into bysterical lamenta.
tions, recarding ber determination nn langer ta abode in a
Etaunteti bouse. Tht doctor's caustic severity was quote last
upon M'Niss 1'rissv, who largo: ta be prim or distant, anti
only remembercd that tits man's presonce ment hope anti
cnmiort anti teliverant-'t (rom bopeiess terror. los very mas.
terfulness waç a solact.

In ber comely mitddle age site blusheti anti trembîcti, as
;he raiseti cyts brigli: with a sait rnaisturc that matie
them glnw, anti turacti ta bitn with a smilc that bail a shine ai
cears la tl.

"'Oh, John I 11 site exclaimed i wth a latte cry, almost
tatier ber brcath, IIOh, John," sire:chong out pretty, tielicate,
sbaking bandis.

The dac:or's huirty mascuin.-e presznce see-c.inta ccupy
a11 the space in the cosy. Itixuriaus room. Realty. t ht belp-
ess dependence ai ibese feminine creatures was a valoid source
of satisfaction. lie coacludeti that sucb wveakness belangeti
ta themn by inîmortal usage.

Il Vhat is thterneaniagoa i tis il ' he enqoîreti. Ht bati
fully inteadeti ta ladulge ta conversation of a stimulatinR
kind ; but bis mnrnner was tnuebltss asured, anti in bis
voice was a bal( choke and hall chuckle that arase ou: af a
raixeti impulse ta sob and laugb, t a utch saine one in bis
%tirant; arms anti balt ber tight aRaiast bis hecart, caa:enaing
witb a perfect consciousness of the ahsurtity ai the situation.

Sensation was demonstrateti by disdianiai snorts un the
part ai MIely, wbo immecliately let baose a tlooti ai particulars,
dcscribing wilb admirable dramatic cfifcct anti a marvellous

? emnine capacoty for distorting cvery detail ai the story, tht
ýdtorments ta which the househoiti hati beet' subjecteti. Directly
t, intht iitofa the recital caine a stries ai stîrill shrieks.

1. Mely pauseti ; was the tioctor mistaken, or titi Miss Prissy
ýymake a quick, imputsive otovement, as tbougb seeking bis

ly protection ?
nr fir We're a lot ai wicketi sinners, anti ptrgatory's ton gooti

,sfrus," howleti Mely, piously crossing liersei. Anti, indetti,
ic wîth ber cap percheti awry on ber headt, anti ber ratity com-
ir plexion changedti t chalk calour, tie servant looketi like a

very bizarre anti formidable personage.
el ýf t's any testtess spirit, anti woulti only let us know
what it wants, 1wuddo ony best ta satisly t," cluivereti

d Miss Prissy tremutously.
a lshaw 1 That noise cornes iroin tht liai stave." Witb

ýeagesture ai impatient repudiatoon, D)r. lirownson summarily
tisposetiofait ivsaniry iamtoes. I-is ready aptimismte-
ý ssured tht frîghteneti wonen. " Let neste. Tht wind is
in tht east. Diti yîu hear it vesterday, or tht day before ?
Na. Suntiay anti Mooday, east wind again. 1 begin ta

r untierstanti. It is oniy sîtîce the stove bas been burning tbat,f you have beemi troubleti. Oh, lrscola," tht namne slipped out
ttnawares, " 1 have succeedet ion l'nting your gbosî, it's here
i n this broken sheet ai mica. hlring me a new sheet, ant il

e soon put an tati ta its Outcrits»
Mely cocketi ber beation ant side anti surveyeti thtetioc-

tarm dtitatively, the preternatural wistiom ai ber expression
ictensifieti by a bewiltiereti snirk.." Weilt,1 neyer, anti it's iliat oasty bote in tht mica that's
been upsetting the whole place. Tht foots is not a: iit at
yet, sure. I neyer tbought inichi ai the omen ; but iaith 1Vi1

1neyer tieny again, tioctor, but it's a fine tbiag ta have a man
with a beati on bim round."
rAs the two olti loyers were teft aoat together, tht bni
exaltation whicb hati uplitteti Miss lrissy fadeti. A chili

rcamte aver ber like a sutiden thîtatier clouti. She sank back
fab.isbeti anti tremblong, returnîng wth a pang ta tht flcsh,
tcrusheti by a conviction that she hati hetrayeti ber fally ta
1the man whase esteeni anti respect she most desîredtet retain.

Wbat though the mental anti tmoral atmnsphere hati been
saturateti by gbostly terrons, what was that in comparison
with tht quatms ai seti-abasemea: that 'voulti rentier existence
unentiorable.

"Yau always were stlly.' Thtetioctor trocti ta be jacase
but there wcre atid, straîneti tones i bis vooce, there was a
twînkte ofilamtghter la bis gray tyes as he lootteti ton at
ber very kîatily aint tentierly ; be spolce awkvartily but anx.
iously. As their tyts met, tht wnnlti with its built-up bar-
viers crumbleti inta fragments lîeneatb their feet, they largo:
tht lapse af years, tht shrivelling, ironic touch af crcom-
stances, their time-marktti laces anti far-spent lives, thcy were
again young loyers, meeting witbout hintinance or incongruity,
tineaming ai an affection that coulti beautify lueé anti autlive
deatb.

'lWe bave been tiefrau'Jeti ni a gooti deal ai aur happi.
ness, Prîsclia . we bati better niakze tht mas: ai the remaîn-
tien white it lasts.-Itz,:fe t. L.lftzcdond/l, in thie Independenf.
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"At eventido it shali bc liglit," tia s.ing
In mtrains of tender iîiu.%ic, strangcly seet,
That oltien prophet, in whose puin-s boit
Undîying îîope andi syntpaîliy that sprang
Front source divine. Sa :nany a btter pari.
Grows painless, andi oft weary, aching feet
WVit,. new strength hounti, 'nea:b iîoon-tido's scarching

hoat,
Or ini theo ominatîs hush, when clouds o'erhang,
Hc.avy wir.b pont-up waters, tilt a Iight.
Swift, sharp, anti peuetratimîg rends the cîaud,
Anti the glati Partir, refreslî"d, smis at the sight.
0f western skies, with litaven's glow endawod,
Anti throughi ftie quiet air, peail »weet andi atrang
Front mnster towers the chinies of evensang.

-. IL E. IIent&rson, in 7k Weeic.
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A doubla confrmation haîo, 1 conceive, now been sup-
plie te theUi creation etory af Gentis ; the first by nattiral
andi tho, second by historie, science. Pcrhaps wa have been
toc reutiiîy stisfieti with assuttîing, ini regard to the narra-
tive,a defensive position; wîîerma it mxay bc faund to contain
within it.s awn brinci apas.; when rightly considereti, the
gtîarantcnocf .a divine communîicationî to man stricthy cor-
respondinq with whtat in faîniliar sppech is termeti revela-
tien. WVu have hoe-eil outline.a hihtory of the planet which
we jahaltit, anti cf the ceîr.stial aysten tot which it belongs.
0f die planct, anti of the Gm-t appparance anti early develop.
mente dlfil îjon it, anterlar te the creation of man,in many
cf the ptrncipat stages whlch bava been amcertained by geo-
lagy. 01!tho celes tial orgaxization ta which aur carth belongs,
wlîether in ail its vaitnt.is or omîly within the limita cf te
soar syateni we <an hardiy say, but at the leat a sketch
cf the forumationt af t iAt systi~en front a prier and unati-
justeti or chaotic gtate- Upon iuch a document a sharp
issue is ut once ralîtet, at Icast as te the latter or stî'ictly
terrostriai part of lt, the carth history, for al] thiose wrho
holti It te bu ilit i ubatance a truc accouit. We accpt
as demonstrated a striecof geological conclusions. Wo
have fotnd tht geoogy of Genesis ta stand ln sncb a rela.
tion ta these conclusionn as coulti wtt 1uvo been exhibiwet
in a recrd franîcd by faculties tî.urely humait. st any date
ta whieh tht origiri of thei creation story cati naw resson-
ably bc mrerxed. Startiag frein our prcmise, wo have no
nîcans cf avoiding or holding baek fron thLe conclusion
that the mateniaia of the story could not. have been bad
without preterbutrîtan &Ï, andi thut preterhuman ii l l
whut wo terrît divine revelution. Anti if thotimo shah ever
conta when antronomy shal ho in a condition to appl.y to the
carlier portion of the chapter the domonstrative otheUods
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