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SYNOD OF MONTREAL AND OTTAWA.

The Synod of Montreal and Ottawa met in 5t. Andrew's
Church, Terth, on the evenirg of Tuesday, 20th inst.  Rev.
Dr. McNish, the retiring Moderator, preached an able and
lucid sermon, liberal in tone, on the polity of Presbyterian-
ism, bLased on t Timothy v. 17. After announcing that it
devolved on the Synod to appoint a successor, Dr. McNish
expressed his thanks for the honour which had been con:
ferred on him,

On motion of Rev. Robert Campbell, seconded by Dr.
Bennett, Rev. Donald J. McLc , B.A., of Amprior, was
unanimously clected Moderator for the current synodicat

car.
y The first hour on Wednesday morning was spent in devo-
tional exercises by the Moderator and several of the members
of the Synod.
MISSION TO LUMBERMEN.

Dr. Moore. of Ottawa, submitted a report of the Commit
tee on the Mission to Lumbermen, It showed that though
the work was besct with special difficulties inuch good had
been accomplished. The details and recommendations of
the report led to an interesting discussion in which Messrs.
{: A. F. McBayne, James Paterson, G. C. leine, J. B.

Edmondson, Joseph White, Professor Scrimger, and others
participated. It was agreed to apply for graddts in aid of the
fundsto the Home Mission Comnuttee and the French Evan.
gelization Board, and to commend the Scheme to the hibe-
rality of the congregations.

Dr. Moore preseated a request to be allowed to reuss fiom
the Convenership of the committee, which was granied, and
the Rev. William D. Armstrong, Ottawa, was unanimously
appointed Convener and Treasurer.

SABBATH OBSERVANCE,

The Assembly’s remit on Sabbath Obsarvance was then
considered. The Rev. Joseph Whyte stated that Sabbath
work on railways had largely increased of late, and that ad
vice had been taken as to the bLest way of diminishing un
necessary Sabbath labour. Messts. J. B. Edmondson, Dr.
Bennett, Roisert Bell, and others, discussed the matter, when
it was resolved that a standing” committee of the Synod be
appointed, with Mr. Joseph Whyte, Convener.

SUPPLY OF VACANCIES.

After deliberation, a committee, to advise with similar com.
mittees appointed by other Synods to mature a practicable
scheme for the distribution of preachers, was appointed, con-
sisting of Messrs. F. M. Dewey, Counvener, F. W. Farnes,
D. Kellock and R. H. Warden.

APPOINTMENT OF NEXT MERTING.

It was unanimously resolved that the Synod of Montreal
and Ottawa meet in Knox Church, Montreal, on the third
Tuesday of April, 1887, atcight o'clock p.m.

STATE OF RELIGION.

Rev, G. M. Clark, of New Edinburgh, presented a full
and exhaustive report of the Committee on the State of Re-
ligion, which revealed on the whole 2 hopeful and encourag-
ing condition of Church lifc and work.

Regret was expressed that returns from congregations
were not so full as could be desired, and that 1n some cases
the duty of sending returns had becen neglected altogether.
In most instances an increased attendance on and a greater
interest in the means of grace and a growing liberality were
reported. The report concluded with a recommendation
that the General Assembly should prepare a series of qyes-
tions on the State of Relgion for the whole Church, and that
Presbyteries be urged to hold conferences and that sessions
should enjoin the mamienance of famuly w. sship, and that
parents be exhorted to tran their children in the nustute
and admonition of the Lord.

SABBATH SCHOOLS.

In the evening Rev. A. McGillivray, of Williamstown,
submitted a brief and concise report of the Sabbath Schonl
Committee. Though the returns were incomplete, the
statement showed that 145 schivols had reported with 13,133

. pupils on the roll and 1,430 teachers. The contabutions
were $8,793, of which $4,206 were for missions.

EVENING MEETING.

There was 2 large attendance at the evening mecting, and
special addresses were delivered by the Rev. John Fraser, of
Indian Lands, on the best way to interest the Church in
Christian wotk ; Rev. Henry J McDermid on the main-
tenance of spiritual life; the Moderator, Rev. Donald J.
McLean, on the nced of the Church for a fresh haptism of
the Holy Spirit ; and Dr. Jardine, of Brockville, on the im-
portance of the Christian training of the young. Shont
addresses were also delivered by Rev. Messts. Campbell,
W. 7. Dey, James Watson, and G. M. Clark.

On Thursday morning the Rev W J Dey, of Montreal,
presented a full and carcfully prepared report on

TEMPERANCE. .

Sixty-four out of 154 congregations had reported. From
these returns it was learned that there had been a pereep-
tible decrease of intemperance whetever the Canada Tem.

rance Act had been adopled within the bounds of the

ynod. There was a manifest improvement in the habits and
social condition of the people. The various Evangelical
Churches had wrought carestly for the promotion of the
temperance cause.  Regret was expressed that in some
places the Act had not been enforced with sufficient strict.
ness.

Afler discussion, in which Messrs. G, M. Clark, A. Mc.
Gillivray, J. A. G. Calder, J. Watson, Robert Bell, Dr.
Jardine, John Fraser, H. J. McDiarmid, G. C. Hcinc, took
pasty the various recommendations with which the repont
concluded were adopted, and it was agreed to forward peti-
tions against the proposed wine and beer clausesin the Scott
Ast. and in favour of the more stringent enforcement of its
‘provisions, to the Dominion and Provincal Legislatures, the
{focmer to be entrusted to Senators Scott and Vidal, -Messts.

Joseph, Jamicson, M.P., Robert Campbeli, M.P., Di.

Ferguson, M, ., and Donald MacMaster, M.P,

EDUCATION,

Professor Scrimger submitted the report of the Committee
on Protestant Education in the Province of Quebec. It
recommended that the qualifications and salaries of teachers
should be increased, and that the Bible should be used in
all the Protestant Schools, The report was adopted, and
the committee re-appointed.

LOTTERIES.

The committee sppointed last year to consider the snbject
of lotieries teported through the Convener, the Rev. Robert
Campbeil, of Montreal. The anomalous laws of Quebec
and Ontario relating to lotteries were cited, and their
amendment gtrongly wiged.  The report led to a vigotous
condemnation of al{unwoﬂhy methods of raising money for
relgious purposes.

Alter the customary votes of thanks to the trustees of St.
Andrew’s Church, the people of Perth for their gencrous
hospitality, and the railway companies for reduced tates, the
Synod was closed with the benediction,

OBITIARY.

MARY RUSSFELL.

On the 26th March, Miss Mary Russell, of Glasgow,
Scotland, entered unto the rest which remaineth for the
people of Gud. She had Leen fur nearly thirty years acti
vely connected with good works {n Montreal.  Several of
the missiun schools were greatly benefited by her services,
and she will be much missed Ly many, who, from her
kindly manner, were in the habit of addressing her by the
fzmihiar name of Auntie. The following words Jf a mudern
poet arc most appropriate in her case :

* \WWho oft times will withdraw, as if by stealth,
To render good to others unawares—
Well. known to them the haunts of poverty,
Clothed are the naked, and the hungry fed ¢
Oft take they place beside the patient's bed,
To cheer sad houts, to sooth keen agony.
These are carth’s salt—they labour with a mind,
Distress relieving, lessening human woe ;
In all their actions carnest, gentle, kind,
Leaving sweet impress wheresoe’er they go.
Theirs Heaven's reward : a crown upon each brow.”

———

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

3Y REV. R. I MACKAY, B.A.
John 4:

Mol SOWING AND REAPING.

Gornes TexT. —¢‘One soweth and another reapeth.”
—John sv. 27.

INTRODUCTORY.

Recall the last lesson.  The place was of great histonz
interest.  The well from which Jacob drank -—property once
the inheritance of Joseph—the Mounts Gerizim and Ebal,
where Joshua built an altar and formally set up the irue
religion in the promised land (Josh. viii. 30). Thatis the
place where the conversation tock place in which Jesus es
tablished the true religion in the heart of an abandoned
woman. and spoke words that have ever since, and ever will
be, amonpst the most precious that fell from His lips,

He lifted her thoughts away from tlie satisfactions of this
life to eternal joys, by creating a sense of need —of moral
leprosy. He revealed His own .}icssiahship, and the broader
nature of the new dispensation. In thé greater light
men would not need the crutches of Jewish cercmonial to
cnatle them to worship God ; but would anywhere and every-
where in spirit and truth offer acceptable worshup to the God
who is a Spirit.  The woman wasapprehended of the truth,
that she could not apprehend 1t, and fell back on the hope
that by and by, when the Messiah came, allwould be made
plain. Thatis a prospect in which the Church can still re-
joice, for even yet we have only rays of the coming glory.

EXPLANATORY.

upun the arrival of the disciples, went away, leaving her
water-pot behind. Some have said that her rcason was
that she wanted to accommodate the Saviour and disciples
by the use of . She would, no doubt, be willing to do
that if it had occurred to her; but she, prohably, was so en-
grossed with the great matter that occupied her attention,
and her desire to pulilish it, that she could think of nothing
elsc. :

All things, efi. A very natural instanc. of exapgeration.
Jesus did not review her whole life, but He told her enough
to lcad her to believe that e knew all the rest. Itisan
inference we constantly draw.  Hc did not tell us all about
our awn natures 3 but e has told cnovugh to satisfy us that
;ic knows all. So with the revelations of heaven and the
uture.

The Messiak !—She does not say it but believesit. The
very suggestion was exciing, 1o a saanting people.  The very
possibility of finding Cht s« shuuld make us put oursclves
about. -

Come, see,—~That is the true method of preaching. Not

_like the Pharisces, Iaying burdens on others they would not
themselves touch (Matt. xxiii. 4); but Laying, like Moses,
““Come =itk us and we will do thee good.”

Her message was aceepted and greatly blessed.

11, The Disciples Iastructed.—Long before the dis-
ciples came back to the well, they could see Jesus in conver-
sation with the woman, owing to its clevated position on a
spuz of the mountain.

Marcelled. (Ver. 27).—They were astonished at such un-
rabbinical conduct. To converse with a woman, ana espe-
cially such & womsn, in a public place, was against the cur-
zent code of propriety. et

L

§a9batb School Teacher.

1. A Female Missionary. (Verses2$, 29).—Thewoman, -

But Jesus wos adove ordinary propriety. To save souls is
the greatest kindness and breaks through all custom.

IWhat seekest thon ?—They would like toask Hjm whether
He was seeking water, or bread, or to remonstrate with
Him on such impropricty. Perhapsit even occurred to them
that e might be seeking a soul.  But they dared not ask.
Here we see the majesty of our Saviour's presence, with whom
even Ilis most intimate companions could not indulge fami.
liarity.  With what reverence we should approach Him 1

Master, cat.—lle seemed indifferent to the food of which
e stuod so much in need, and they venture to ask Him to
c;\li They could not understand Him, Hut loved Him never-
theless. .

1 have meat to eat, ete. (Ver. 32).—In His earncstness to
win a soul He forgot the wants of the body. Sometimes
Chnstians have been so filled with the Spirit asgo forget the
most intenso suffering.  If we were always animated with
holy love and zeal, much that now makes life unhappy
would pass unnnticed.

Dulness. (Ver. 33).—They do not understand Him—
Ike the woman (ver. 11), Nicodemus (iii. 4) and the Jews {ii.
20). That dulness did not disappear until after the Pente-
costal ou'pouring. The Spirit brightens all our faculties.

My meat 13 to do, etc. (Ver. 34).—None but Christ could
say this. \Whilst many can say, that in many things they
sceh the will uf God, none ever came to that fulness of
cunsecration, that in czvery part the life was for God. With
Him it was uppermost, pwssessing Him to the exclusion of
even the wantsof the bm‘y—nccessary as they were.

He had the whole future in UHis eye—to do and finssh.
The pruspect to Him was very bright, knowing as He did
what the consummation is to be. .

Rapd growth. (Ver 35).— He asks them to fook at the
fields which would yet require four months before being ready
for the harvesters.  But not in the spiritual as in the natural
world. The seed must get its usual time to ripen ; but the
spiritual seed often springs up and bLears fruit in a very short
time. Probably at the same time that they saw the fi=lds
they saw the inhabitants of Sychar coming towards them as
the result of his conversation with the woman,

There are two kinds of work needed in vrder to get this
harvest.

Sorwer and Reapger. (Ver. 37).—It is usually understood
that certain e are sowers and others reapers ; or that often
one man is both sowing and reaping. Moses and the Pro-
phets and Apostles and Christian workers in all ages have
laboured and other men have reaped the fruits of their la-
bours. \Whilst there is truth in that yet, strictly the correct
view 15 that Jesus Hamself 1s the enly Sozwer, and all others
arc reapers.  He sowed Himself as the seed whence eternal
life springs, and no soulis ever pathered until Jesus first sows
—prepares that soul to be gathered.

The ** other men ™ of ver, 38, will then be taken as an-
other of these expressions of humility so frequent in our
Saviour’s addresses, in which He speaks indirectly about
Himself.

Wagpes. (Ver. 36).—He that reapeth receiveth wages.
He reccives the oy of bringing souls unto the kingdom—
the affection now, and the rewards of heaven hereafter.

Mutual rejoicing.~There is no room for jealousy in the
service of Christ.  That souls are saved at afl. by whomso-
ever the Lord may work, should be a cause of rejoicing to
all.  But by 1aking Christ as the Sower, our thoughts are
carned away .n the future when He and all His servants will
rejoice forever.

I11. Diligence Rewarded.
instances.

(1) The woman rewarded.—Many believed on Jesus be-
cause of the saying of the woman. Her simple testimony
alout what Christ did for her brought disciples to Christ.
David frequently professes his intention to tell others what
God did for his soul. We should not be ashamed to tell the
power of grace when we know it. A simple testimony will
often accomplish more than eloquent preachwng.

(2) Samaritans revvarded. (Ver. 40).—They came and
besought Ilim that He would remain with them., He gave
them two days—the most precious gift they ever received.
He taught, and on account of His words many more be-
licved. How little after all we know of the words of Jesus!
Only an occasional address or conversation recorded in these
blessed Gospels. How much unrecorded transpired during
these two days!  If He thought it best for us He would have
prescived them.

If we do, as the Samaritan did, bescech Him, He will
come and abide with usand we shall be blessed. If somuch
can be got by importunity, why so littleof it 2 3

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. We can rise above the world’s inconveniences.

2. Put your religion into practice.

3. He that goeth forthand weepeth, bearing precious seed,
shall doubiless come again with rejoicing bringing his sheaves
with him (Psa. cxxvi. 6).

4. Cultivate joy in the success of othess.

5. The blessedness of having Chnist abiding with us !

{Ver. 39).~—There are two

TR memory of Stonewall Jackson will be honoured by
a costly monument, the sum required for it being contri-
buted by the States of Virgimia and South Carolina in par-
ticular.

Itis Xrobablc that theeMarquis of Breadalbane will be
the Lord High Commissioner to the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland this year. The Arscmbly- has been
summoned to mect on May 20. -

Tue Rev. Donald McCallum, Waternish, Skye, hasbeen
censured Uy the Presbytery for his action onthe Crofter ques-
tion, and he was #150 solemnly admonished to be more care-
ful and guarded in his language in the futuze.

THE Rev. Wm. Patteson, for fifty-seven years minister of
Sccond Church, Bangor, died lately in his 2ighty-first
year.  The death is also announced of Rev. Thomas Greer,
Anahilt, who likewise had teen upward of ity years in the
winistry, * - <.



