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AT amissionary meetlng lately held in Exeter Hall,
London, a well known Charch of England dergyman,
fo the course of his speedh, sald that the Eoglish peo-
ple were ashamed that General Gordon wras left with-
out support and without defence. So enthusiastically
in accord with the sentiment of the speaker were the
vast audience, numberiog over thres thousand, that
they sprang to thelr feet and cheered wildly. To the
popular mind, the anomalous Inaction of the British
Government is incompreheastble.

A RECENT despatch infornis vs that the Pope has
sent Bishop Berwick to Scotland to investigate and
report upon the archdiocese of St. Andrews and
Edinburgh. Mr. Errington, the unofficial British re.
presentative at the Vatican, has persuaded the Pope
to create the next Archbishop of Scotland a Cardinal,
‘The Paris Fyarcaise says it belleves that the Popeis
preparing a fresh note to the powers in regard to the
decision of the Italian Court of Cassatim in favour of
converting the property of the Propaganda into rentes,
It understands that the Pope will declare in the note
that 2 compromise with Italy is impossible on the
basis of existing laws.

UNLESS something startling suddenly occurs, there
is not likely to bs any definite solution of tne Soudan
difficulty till the London Conference assembles in
the first week in Jun2. The preliminary difficulties
as to holding a conference are now overcome. The
conditions stipulated for by M. Ferry will no doubtbe
amicably adjusted, and the various European powers
interested wil! bs represented at the London Confer-
ence. Whether a satisfactory understaading will be
reached by that august body remains to be seen.
Meanwhile there will be 2 lull in the general com-
plaints of the supinaness of the Gladstons Ministry as
to their management of Egyptian affairs.

DRAMATIC troupes are going to und fro continually,
Some of them specially appeal to the lowest and most
debased elements in human nature. Oae of thess
lately vislted the principal Canadian towns, YWherever
they went the dead walls were placarded with showy
plctures of ballet girls, It sezms to us that civic and
municipal authorities ought to exercis» a certain de-
gree of censorship in the matter of theatrical advertis-
ing. Mach of it is unguestionably demuralizing.
After tho company referred to had performedin Mon,y,
treal, several of the ministers of different den .
tions spoke very plainly, and warned thelr
against tho corrupt and corrupting influcaces of the
meodern stage,

ONCE more in the British House of Commons, the
bill legalizing marriage with a deceased wife’s sister,
has been passed by a large majority, the vote belng
238 for and 127 against. Itg fats for the present will
be decided in the House of Lards. For years It hag
gonsto the Upper House with increasing majorities in
its favour, and has, by the lords spiritual and tem.
pora], boun rejected by  diminishing votes against it
Recent additions to the Ilouse of Lords have been
made and it is surmised that possibly because of these
additioas, and the known favour of the Royal Family,
ths measure may this time become law, and bring
British legislation on thls subject into harmony with
that of Canada and Aust alia.

1w reference to the difi~ulties in prosecuting thelr
work by our missionaries at Indore, the Glasgow
Ciristian Lecder says  The Canadian missionaries
at Tedore, to whose trying case we referred soma
months ago, have not yet found the protection from
annoyance which they anticipated. A most deter.
mined effort is still being made to break op thels
wark, though it is hoped that thegood offices of Lord
Ripos mey bring about 2 sattlement. The misslon-
aries generally throughout Tndia deprecate agitation ,
but if the result of Sif Lepe! Griffin’s mischierons at-
tempt to evpe! tha missionaries shoald bethe compicte
‘prohibition of Chiistianity in a native state, the ald
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of the Christian people of Britaln will be evoked. Sir
Lepel will assuredly discover that he has committed a
very serious mistake,

A1 the ueseral Conference of tho jdethodist kpisto-
pal Church, held at Philkdelphia last week, it was
ofhicially stated that taerc are nineiy-nine annual con-
ferences, fourteen missions, 11,349 travelling preach-
ers, 12,026 local preachers, and 1,769,534 members
and prob.tioners, ‘Theincrease in the past your years
was 69,252, The number of travelling preachers who
died mas 654, and ot members 8,691, The acces-
sions were 158,737, In 1883 there were 18,741
churches and 9,815 parsonages, valued at $79 238,000,
‘There are ten theological semlaaries, forty-five col-
leges, sixty-siz classical Institutions, and eight female
colleges. In their addresses, the Lishops referred to
the laxity of the laws on divorce, and asked for more
stringent regulations regarding the solemnization of
marriags bstwean divorced pessons,

NIHILISM se2ms to spread in Rassia with alarming
sapldity. Espionage does little to hinder the dissem-
ination of its peculiar ideas. A rigid censorship of
the Russian press does not prevent the intermittent
appeaarance of anarchic literature, Supprassed inone
place, it re-appears in another, Is largely read, and
passed on from hand to hand till, worn out, it falis to
plecss.  Arrests continue all over the empire, but
they do not seem to strike terror in the minds of the
plotters  Late despatches state that the imposing
ceremonies intended to celebrate at Moscow the Czaro-
witch’s coming of age, will not now be held because of
threatened plots having bsen discovared. Numer-
ous arrests bave just been made, includiog a number
of artillery officers, students and public officials. This
duel between the two extremes of the Russian nation
cannot continue indefinitely.

THE question of disastablishment i3 coming well to
the front botb in Eogland and Scotland. Radically
opposite opinions are freely expressed. It would have
been surprising some years since, outside the ranks of
the ritualists, to have found the minister of a State
endowed Church expressing any but the most uncom-
promising opinion In opposition to disestablishment.
This state of things ne longer continues. The last
aumber of the Carsstian Leader says that the Rev. C.
C. Macdonald, St. Clement's, Aberdeen, in his ser-
mon at the opening of the Synod, said that the rela.
tionship between the Church and State was incom-
patible with political justice, and was injurious to other
Christlan Churches in Scotland. He held that as a
Church they should admit that the present siate of
matters was intolerable, and if they could not diz.
cover 2 remedy they could not reasonably refuse to
allow others to try disestablishtuent, A proposal by
Mzr. Macdonald that the Assembly bs asked to take
steps to have the whols subject investigated by a royal
commission was adopied by thirty-four votes to
eights

Ar exchange says —Thero Is some tronble at
present among the churches in British Goilana. The
four principal churches In the colony are the Epleco-
pal, or Church of England, the Kirk of Scotland, the
Wesleyan Methodist Church and the Charch of Rems.
The Church of England receives State ald to the
amount of $50,980, the Kirk of Scotland has $24.500,
the Wesleyan Church has $7,000 and the Romish
Church $12,000, Some of the good psople of the
colony have got it into their heads that becauss a pant
of the public revenus is salsed from taxes on the s2le
of intoxicating liquors thers Is somsthing radically
wrong In tho State and in religlon. The Charch of
Christ, they think, should not be dependent in any
w3y, either directly nor Indirectly, on the dram shop.
Tha cry, in consequences, Is raised fo. disendowment,
Thls sentiment on the past of tha colonists i3 warmly
encouraged by the disestablishment party in the mother
couatry. Tt Is bacomlng mare and more a recognized
fact in thesa later times that the Church 13 bette:
withoat State aid. The exampls of the Unired States
in this matter bas had a powerful inflaence. A free

Church in a free State is Incompatible with govern:
ment grants,

ALTHOUCH It has been announced that the Quebec
lottery bill had been defeated on Its second seading,
there is great unwillingness on the part of its promot.-
ers to accept this decislon and to defer to the out.
spoken opinion so strongly expressed against it
throughout the Dominfon. It is stated in varous
quarters that by a mancuvreit Is to be again brought
up. A member who is known to be in its favour is
upable from illness to be In his place, but the firat
opportunity when he is preseat is to be taken advan.
tage of, and an attempt made to obtain a voteon ita
second time. Ecclesiastics are sometimes persistent
mep, whether in a good or a bad cause, but the
Father whose name Is assoclated fwith the scheme
though phenomenally persistent, has gained a notoristy
far from enviable. Tt is but just to szy that several
of the Romish Church dignitaries are decidedly op-
posed to such a scandalous devics as the establish-
meat of 2 provincial lottery. For the falr fame of
Canada it is to be hoped this, though it does not de-
serve such honourable interment, will be consigned to
the tomb in which the *massacred innocents " sleep
their last slecp.

ANOTHER of the successful convacations of the
season has been that of Victeria Cellege, Cobourg.
On Sabbaa morning, 4th inst,, the Rev. Mr. Parkes,
of London, preached a stirring and thoughtful sermon
from Luke vii. 20 22, after which Dr. Nellesaddressed
the graduates. The Rev. Dr. Sutherland preached
the baccalaurate sermon, an able and eloquent dis-
course suited to the occasion, from John xvil. 3. An-
other notewarthy effort was the arnual lecture de-
livered before the Theological Union by Professor
Shaw of the Wesley College, Montreal. The subject
of his lecture, * Future Punishment,” was discussed
in & calm and temperate spirit. He maintained with
firmness and decision the orthodox view that punish-
ment was everlasting. He thought there w&s not
much serious danger of the 35,000 Methodist ministers
in the world becoming latitudinarian., On the con-
trary, he claimed that Methodism was bscoming the
most conservative champlon of orthodoxy. In con.
clusion, he exhorted the members of the,Theological
Unlon to present this doctrine of retribution with
great tenderness and affection, and so show, like the
great evangelists of all the Churches, that they were
more concerned in saving sogls than saving a creed.

THE painful suspanse occasioned by the first newa
of the wreck of the steamship, Stafe of Fiorida, 1s In
some measure allayed by the arrival of the steamer
Tilania at Montreal with twenty-four of the ship-
wrecked passengers and crew of the first-named ves-
sel. To some relatives, it brings only the sad certainty
that those on whose behalf they were both anxious
2nd hopeful have perished In the ocean, The col-
lision was dreadful, the salling vessel golng down the
instant she cleared the steamer, and thg !atter keeping
afloat for barely fiftesn mirates afterward. At presant,
Its occurrance Is inexplicable, The night was anusu-
ally calm and sot very datk. Hew two vessels with
the prope: lights barning and an attentiva watch kept
should not have bzen aware of exch others presence
till the instant when they collided is a mystery that
requires clearing ap. The officers of the City of
Rosme who saw the signals of the Norwegian barque,
snd passed on, are receiving severe censure for their
want of hamanity. Their conduct seems to beancthes
Hustration of the tendency to sacnfice the courtesies
of ite and tha clams of humanity tn business exi-
geney. Who can make the fastest tnip, is the prob-
lom the competing lines are uying to solve. The
captain of the Ctzy of Rome is, 23 his record shows,
both courageous and hamane , and it wouold be matter
for regret were 2 good reputation shattered by the de-
sire to maks a fast tip, The advances in maring
engineering, and the imncreats of comtont for ocean pass
sengers have, of lato years, been great, butitts a ques-
tion wkether ordioary scamanship is not doteriorat-
xng.



