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days of arieient Israel. A small spot is
cleated in the midst of the luxuriant foli-
dge of these rogions, and an altar of rude
cunstiuctjolt is erected, on which to place
the offerings to the Natmasses. These
sacred spots are numerous throughout the
isTand, and fo them the natives repair in
ordinary cases, to present their gifts, and
offer up their prayers. But the efficiency
of worship is not confined to places, for
they will afllap to their Natmasses, when
and where circumstances call an them so
to do. T huve often observed the natives
who accompany me on my teurs around
theisland, when the wind or weather has
béen unfavorable, endeavour to propitiate
their deities by throwing tara or cocoanuts
into the water. )
SACRED MEN.

In addition to the objects of worship on
Anociteum, there is 2 numerous class of
sacred men. Every Natmass has a cer-
tain number who are dovoted 1o its sérvice.
These pevsons are held in great veneration
by the natives, and they dread to offend
them, lest they should incur their mala-
dictions. 'They are supposed to be in-
vested with remarkable powers, such as
making thunder and lightuing, causing
burricanes, generating diseases, &e.—
The ceremonies by which they effect these
worders, are alike absurd and childish;
for instance, filling a canoe with water
and throwing stones in it, to cause rain;
beating certain sacred stones on the shore,
to eanse a storm; and performing certain
rites before 2 man’s house, to cause his
sickness. Thesesacred men are supposed
to be the sevants of Natmasses and they
spend much time in waiting on them, It
belongs to them to prepare the food that
is collected to feast their deities, and 1o
cousume it tvo, 1 presume. There are
certain seasons when they are pecuiiarly
sacred, and they ahstain in a measure from
all intercourse with the world. At such
times they dare not speak even to their
own wives, and if a sacred man is seen on
the voad. the common people will imme-
diately twrn off to avoid him. In order
that his saunetity may be known, one side
of his face is painted black, while the
ather s left untouched, and there nny be
other marks of which T am not aware.—
From this class of men who are both nu-
merous and infiuential we may expect 10
encounter oppaesition, for the gospel en-
dangers and will everteally ruin their
eraft, which at present turns them in no
wall gain.
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IDEAS OF X FUTURE STATE.

The belief in a future state is universal
among these natives. They suppose that
after death the spirit takes its departure to
the invisible world. The place for the
residence of departed souls s sitdated at
the western extremity of the island near
the-sea. A spot is pointed out, evidently
the crater of an extinct voleano, throngh
the centre of which all spirits are suppos-
ed to descend to their eternal abodes be-
neath. ‘There is but one path for the
good and the evil in their passage from
this world, but different hebitations are
assigned them beyond the grave. The lat-
ter no sooner reach the land of darkuess, |
than they are seized by Tahiarotti, a great,
Natmass, of whom the’ natives speak in
terms of the utmost execration. He con-
stantly lacerates them with rough, sharp
stones, which occasion indescribable pain. ;
Theiv food is scanty and of the most
loathesome deseription. The good, «':ni|
the other hand, are condueted te a happy|
land. Here they feast themselves on pigs,}l
taro, bananas and all sorts of good, to!
their hearts content. In this sensial par- ||
adise nothing is wanting thai may contri-!
bute to their pleasure. It is hard to say|
on what this distirciion of destiny isi
founded, in the view of the ratives. The i
line of distinction between right and,
wrong among them is so slightly marked, |,
that it is almost impossible to trace it.—'|
Tha geotle, benevolent and peaceful man, !}
is no more likely to obtain happinessin
the world of spirits, than the man who is |
fierce, vevengeful, and blondy. Any want}|
of attention to Natmasses, or any failure’
in presenting the requived offerings, is far |
moze likely, in their estieem, to affect the!;
destiny of individuals, tnan an immoral,
character or a wicked life, How sad the
condiion of these poor islanders. Sin,.,
that abominable thing which God hates, '
has little or no turpitude in their eyes.
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LETTER FROM MRS GEDDIE. ¢
Ancitenm, Sep. 16, 1851. |,

My Dear Friends. ) i
I

"There is a vessel here
taking in a-load ef Sandanl weed, for'
China, 2ad the Captain has kindly offered | -
1o take letters for us, and I gladly embrace,
the opportunity to write you a few lines.!
We seldom have the opportunity of send-!
ing letters by way of Sydney, but e’
always write by China whea we can,—
we cannot send many Jetters as it is ex!
pensive. i
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