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NOTES ON GERMAN SOHOOLS.
ode__

(Froni Hon. Geo. W. Ross~, L. b. D., Mâinicter of Eduication, Ontario.)

In the Eeedr schools of Germny, great attention is
paid to eleinentary science iî1 the forin of observation lessons. Froxin
two to four recitations a week, of nearly an hour each, <turing, the
entire course are giveri to lessons upon. plants, îanimais, mainerais,
physics, or chemnistry. In soine schools the observation of plants,
animiais and mninerais, does flot hegin until the third and fonrth
years ; or, if these objeets are o1»served, it is only in a genera1 way.
The f oilowving oiitline shows whatt is attelnpte1 iii some schools
<tuiin'g the /t-rt thuree yccu.; (if the curise

Fi/rds yea-.-Nimingr And describing objects iii the iïnmiiedi-
ate neighiborhood; writilg clJ simple sentences i coinuction
with observation; and, showing the relation of chiidren to parents,
to household, to school and to churoh.

Second yce..-Conversati< 'nIs tpon ifimiIiar plants, animais
and minerais, concerling their uses, etc.; in the saine manner, the
various articles in common use and their manufacture; instruction
regarding the treatment of animais and care of plants.

Thtiid yea'r.-Continuation of anima], plant, and minerai les-
sous; home geography. In the sohools woxkiing under this anid
other plans of study, for the first three years there are observed and
talked about, in addition to thle corumon plants, animais and min-
erais such faiiiai' objerts as the stove, the eggg, the house, the
schoolvoom, the bed ciothing food, the garden, the field.

In other schools and with more advanced pupils, a more eia.-
borae stuciy is aùtempted as follows:

1. Tite p)la.)t co~Ivdby i.tself.

(a) Description, root., stem, leaves, blossonis, fruit, location
and time of blossomiu.

(b> Its life. first appearance, growth, length of life-arnual
or perennial.

2. The plant ae (j, part o! nature.

(a) Relations to soil, inoisture, climate; opposing influences.
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