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CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE.
Victoria, Vancouver Island, Nov. 15,, 1859,
The following letier from Mr. William Dowade,
geing an account of his journey from Victoria to
Queen Charlotte’s Island, and thence by Fort Simp-
sm to Fort St. James, Stuart Lake, is hevewith pabs-
Ehed for general information.
Sttart's Lage, Out. l(nh. 1854,

Sz, —1 beg to make ﬂw following report of my
tip to Om‘on Charlotte’s Isiand, and my journev
thence by Fort .Snnpsmn to the interior of Dilish
Chumbia. [ I+ft Victoria on the 27th of July, in
wnpany with cighiyv-seven men, having sores, cle,,
Br three months 5 wa arrived in Golld Harbor, Queen
Charlotte’s Island, safely on the sixth of Angust, and
mmediately sut about prospecting, as we expreted to
s the ol 1: shining in the water.

We examined the spot where a large quaniity of
bl wax formerly taken oni, and diceovered a few
pecks of gold in the small quartz seuas that o
Sroagh the slate, {two of the party blasting the rock)
hile others prospecied aronnd the Harbor.

I then procecded in o canoe {o Douglas Inlet,
Heh rans in o the south of Gold Harbor, hoping to
E finees there of the Gold Warhar lead, bat with-
=t suceess.  The nature of the vack ix frap or hom-
d, with a few small seams of poor quartz simg-
g over the surface. Granite was found at the
faad of this inled, but uol 2 speck of gold coald we
Eseaver. Next day we went up an inlet north of
A4 Harhor, and hiere o white rock shiowed itself on a
ar of 1 moantain, and like old Californiaus, ap we
35t o to see if this was the place where onr for-

es wore to be made.  After o difticult ascent, wo

d it to be, however, nothing but weather-beaten,

nE

* rack, but nothing that looked like gold.

|

' previous prospe clings.

<an-dried "r.uutc, instead of quartz.
inlet we saw
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Further up the
a little black slate and some talcose
On our re-
turn, we found that the men engagend in blasting had
wiven it up, the few surlace specks being all the
wold that conld be found.  The characier of the
rock is generadly tenp or hornblende.

The large amount of gold that was formerly found
with so lttle dilliculty, oxisted in what is called am
ofishaot or blow.  The question then arises, how did
the gold get here?  Some of our party were of opinion
that 2 gold lead existed close at haud. Dut it can
only be pat down to one of those extraordinary
freaks of pature so often found i a mineral country.
The ofishioot in question 3s not nacommon; I have
often seen them in Cafifornia ; onsuch 2 discovery be-
ing made, hundreds of miners would take claims in all
dircetions over it, and test the ground in every way,
nothing furilier eonld be found, except in the one
~pmi, abont seveniy fect in leagth, runniag S. 2. =ad
N.Woo On beinge worked abveont fifteen feat it gave
auf. Betore it was warked 1 have blown the sand off
a vein of pare jold. 1 then proposed {o test
e islaed further, so we started for the Skidegate
chaunel, at the Cosswer Indizn village wliere we were
wind-band 5 the appearmunees were more favorable,
talease slade, gquartz and red emth. We tried o dsi-
cover gold bt without success. Sulphuret of iron
was fonnd in abundanee, aud we discovered trees of
The Indians understand the
search for gold well amd delect it 1 the racks quick-
er than Lean.

The sea coast from Cosswer village to Skidegate
Chaenel is the wildest spot 1 have ever been in, and
we did not care to huut for gold in such a place.
Five Indians were drowned here to-day while fishing.

At the Skidegate Channel we found black slate
with quartz prevailing; further to tho north granite




