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THE AMARANTH.

amid the ruin he hes made,” woos him to
gpare !

Why doth yonder sentry stand, asif in deep
abstraction, upon the bastion’s top? are the
stern duties cf his calling forgotten in a revery
of his native land, and the endearing memories
ever associated with the absorbing spell of
bome? And yet methinks, his posture savours
more of earnest watchfulnessthan listless con-
templation : his suspicious eye is intenily scru-
tinizing an object on the verge of the horizon,
a mere speck upon the division line of sea and
sky—'tis the Joom: of a gull, or the fragment of
acloud resting on the waters. Bui behold!
that sunbeam has tiiiged it with a snowy
gleam, 100 brilliant for a cloud, and too stead-
fast for 2 bird’s wing.

“Ha! exclaimed the soldicr with sudden
emphasis, “I am right after all. See there
are two, three, ye: another, by the blessed vir-
gin, ‘tis the enemy at last ¥’

And now arese within the fort, the hum and
busile of preparaiion, the confusion of many
voices, and curious faces gazed with disquic-
tude at the fleet gathering Like a flock of ill
omened birds in the south-west. An alarm
gun thundercd from the ramperis its grave
warning. which was quickly repested from the
post on the river.  The warriors under theold
tree sprang from the ground with 2 joyous cry
and elastic boeng, to sird themselves for bat-
tle; but the peasant girls turn pale at the in-
aespicions seund, and hurry homeward with
trembling limbs, to sorrow and to weep.

Before night-fali, the scouts sentout to watch
the movements of the cncmy, returned with
the intelligence that thwdr whole force was
landed about five miles from Fort Lawrence,
end had divouaced; for the day had been spent
in the disembarkment of stores and bageage,
and no demonstration of immediiate approach
wes obserrable; =0 that the repoase of the gar-
rison, would be most prohat iy umiisiurbed for
one night longer, "erc they awoke to the
ring business of a belaaguered fariress.

SlIr-

Whan the sun went down, = large fire was'

xindled upon the bank of the Massiguash ; for
the Indizns were about 10 cibbmte the cus-

tom, which from e imm-menal, they have

slter s observed on the cve of a great conflict. {
By ths fickening lirht, was gathered a motley
crew of a e sarages i swerbke amay, o '!!
faces tendited ternibic by the expressan «of;
Terocuts whoolt the war pmnt alone can crexie.
Tagir anred funls a0 2 bodws unclothedtothe

wanst deveieped thor masciaar promarione i
whe gloey of cipength and monbesd while the.

broazed skin shone with a cleur polish as they
moved within the glow of the flame.  Atlengthy
it burnt upward with a steady blaze, sheddin;
2 wild and ruddy gleam, that gave an unearthl;
character te the objects around, and revealin;
a scene where human passion revelled in very
drunkenness of unrestraint, wholly devoid o
that check which usually prevents all manifes-
tation of naturel feeling in the mien of th:
savage. At first, with linked hands and grav:
gestures, the warriors moved round the hissiag
pile in solemn measure to the caddence of e low
melancholy chant, uniting, at intervals, in the
sudden ejaculation which burst in full chorus
from each throat, and then as quickly relaps.
ing in the clear tones of a single voice, pro-
tracting thesong. Now they sever and recede.
with quickened movements, or advance towarg
the centre, beating incessantly their buskined
feet upon the hard ground ; then, as the accele-
rated blood bounds and swells in their arteries
with the excitement of the war-dance, -the
dread whoop rtings over the valley, curdling
the tifc-blood of the listener’s heart. Faster
and faster, with giddy speed, they whirl around
the pyre, until the stars seem to join i the
frantic reel, and then fell dizzy snd exhausted
into inesplicable confusion. Then by viriue
of his rank, a lofty warrior s1:ps forth into the
area, with features hidden beneath 2 mask o
colours, traced in bands of fiery red around the
piercing eyes, aud shading the lower part ¢
his face in = streak of densest black, but th:
beauty of his form, and the proud majesty ¢
his mien sufficiently denoted the presence ¢f
the Micmac Sachem. Three tunes he encom-
passed the pile with a bright tomahawk flash
g in his waving hand; then with cipassior-
ed uticrance he harangued an imaginary foe, iz
the metaphorical spirit of his race, ever ses-
mg to embady their ideas, for the purpossof -
tusiration. in the Ekcness of familiar objects.
and sezing @ burning brand, dashed his ax
aprainst it with action suited to the vehemenu
of his words—scaticring the sparks like 7l
Toin on every side; and cleaving it with repez-
«d blows, untl nought remained but 2 ft=
splintered fragments, whick were regorded
with o triviephant Jook, as if a real combaian”
31 fallen by his prowess :n the field of be
te.  Another chicf then teok the place of A”
emon, and enacted with sull grenter energs
the raninmimic comndhal. who was i (G s
o oded by a third, and sa on. 'till the chwfs d

_the dfferent tribes had each bornea partin the

wolont exhibit:on. At lest the giganuc leade
of the Mikicste pariv burst snto the nng w2



