1

' THE CANADIAN PHILATELIC MAGAZINE

ovzved himself a1l Lis country to the
Betish, wiss aat wally would have nothing
to do witn h .i; 50 he next tried the Ger-
mans, and was actually indiscreet enough
tosend a telegram to Berlin in gpen Ger-
man, oﬁ‘ermg his allexgance, forgetting -
that thjs must pass through a French of-
fice in Saigon. Of coirse It v was read and *
reporterl from _there,” and “orders were

s-ued for.}us anest.

son, so he went to Europe by the’German
ma’l steamer, a few. of his acquaintances
in Hong Kong passing the hat'around to
pay his passage. After Tie had left the
polu.e succeeded in recovering most of

the jewel'ry he had purchased and failed
to pay tor. A man of his stamp, howeven
is never very long withont money, and
after spending some time in prison in Os-
tend for debt, he next turned up in Paris
and lived there in luxury for awhile, the
French p ess not being quite sure what to
make of him. Final'y he returned to the
I‘ar East, settted down with one male
companion and two or three female ones
onan uninhabited island off the coast of the
Malay Peninsular, where a corbra brought
his strange carcer toan end bybiting him
on the foot. All that remains of “Marie
1, Kiny of the Sedangs” is the set of pos-
tage stamps he issued, which are among
the most prized (2) cmlos't'es of the phila-
telists.

Such is the true story of “a man who
would be a king”, and it is perhaps worth
telling as an illustration of the fact that
even in these Jate days._there may be as
much romance in veality as in fiction, at
least in the wonderland of the Far East.”

.

Asked the other day what was the value
of a Krueger penny, I made enquiries
and find that it has not as yet been sold
ina pubhc auction scparately, so up o
the present time there is 16’ data“to | get
ata rcasonably correct valué ofthé ¢oin.
1 have heard that they are. f’etc'h'ng as
much. s 17 sh. eacli in thie %% “riéir‘aai
The foliowmg prices were recéntly rea-
lized at'a public sale: elev~n. Krueger
coins, viz., £1, 1osh,, 2sh.” &p., 2sh., two
1sh., three 6p. and twe yp. in all sold for

He believéd thit he
was condemned fo bé shot ‘for high'trea~’

A4 ; again another set, consisting. of 41,
1osh., ssh., 2sb. 6p., 2sh,, 1sh, 6p., 3p.,
1p,, realized £3 ssht  These, however;
are not the prices some of the above coin
are realiz#ig at the Cape. *1 know from
direttinformatioty that the following prices

““have been asked and paid : the 5sh, piéce
‘L3057 add the1p., 17sh; "gosh,, and-in

one-'*c‘xée',és" " The rare pieces are the
sshiy the'3p: and the 1p. -
“ever, think it possible to vbtain such prices
in this ‘country; and we must at present
be guided by public sales.

“Mafching Stamps.”

A great deal’has been written and said
recently on the subject of the “Mafeking
Beseiged” stamps, and the patience of the
philatelic world has been greatly exercis-
ed by the many divirgent opinions, theor-
ies and convictions that have been ex-
pressed.  Seeing, however, that large
prices are asked and given for specimens
of this issue, and that the publishers of
Gibbon’s Catalogue have decided to class
them as provisionals, it behoves us to
assure ourselves that such action is con-
sistent with proper appreciation of their
status. The reason adduced for the view
that these twenty varieties are genuine
Provisionals is, briefly, this. That the
occupants of the beseiged town were de-
sirous of communicating with their friends
in England and elsewhere, and in order
to get letters through the lines runners
had to be engaged who demanded as
much as £25 for the undoubted risk of
the enterprise, and it was therefore nec-

essary to practically double the ordinary -

rates of postage, hence the surcharge.

. Now after following very carefully the .
whole case for.and against the supposi-
tion that these stamps are genuinely au--

.thorized to fill a provisional necessity we

“find. cursélveés” quxte uiiable “to support-'
such a theory, andare firmly puzsuaded? :

they are nothing better than-locals. That

- the post officé at Salisbury or Belia'ac-

cepted and transmitted létters stamped
with the surcharged stamps is no proof
that they accepted the surcharge, since
they were obliged to recognize-the stamps
of the Cape or the British Bechuanaland

I do not, how- -



