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oý7."e1 dhirnself t.i I is country to the
1 l*rt''iî. wI) îia ifflIy %wotuld have nothing
tu dlu witn li ai; ..iu lie ncext tried the Gcr-
imans, and wvas actually indliscreet enough
t') scnd a telcgram to Berlin'iii open- Ger-
iman, offering his *alleijgaricé forgetting
tliat~ this înust pass throuigh a '1'renêlï of-
fice in Saigon. 0f cbù'rse hk ývags reâdý1 ahi
rcportefl from thçre,' ýn orders were
istted fi~ars eeivdtt
vas conde=ned -ta hofWi~'ra
soin, Salie %vent to, Europe bý- ihe>Gerrmn
ima'I ste;rnier, a itiv. of Ws acqpaintances
in H-ong l<ing passing tLé hàifaround to
pay his pas sage. «Afier lie h'âid left the
pulice succeéded ini recovering nmost of
'the jewelry he hacl purchascd and failed
trpay lor. Amnan ofhis sta-n-%ip,however,
is neyer very long' %ithont mioney, iând
:tfter spending somne tirne in prison in Os-
tend foi- debt, hie next tu riied up iii Paris
anud li%,ed th ere in luxury for awhile, the
French p ess not being quitte sure what to
niale of inii. Finally hie'r-ttrned te the
F"ar 1-Ea--t, settted clown w,%ithi one mnaie
companion andl tbio or.*tîiree female ones
onan iiîîinhabited isiancl olithe coasi of the
i\Ialav l>ennistilaî; -,her-e acorbra hroighit
bis strange career to an end by'biting him
on the foot. Ail tluat remiains of "Marie
1, King of the Sedangs1 i.s the set of pos-
tage stamnps lie issued, which are among
the imost prized (?) curiosities of-t1e ýhila-
telists.

Such is thie truc story of l'a iman who,
would be a kcing", and it is perlîaps worth
tclling as an illustration of the fact that
even in theýe late days.there may -be as
mauch romiance in reality as in fiction', at
Jeast in the wonderland of the Far East."

Aslced the other day wvhat îvas thc value
of a Krueger penny, 1 mnade enquiries
and ibi that it lia!i fot as yet been, sold
i141 a -ptiblic aictio'n4 spà ,'é s0 ùpî
thc pýesent tine there is jii6data 't6.get
at a reasonably correct valuie èf'khèé oin.
1 Jîaâe hýeard - that theya ar tdii-ù as
Much. as 17 sh. each initi'Pd~à
The follffing prices -sere recerily* rea-
lized au 'apublic sale: elev"'n. Krucger
coinIs V, s'i, 4r, IOSbI, 25h' 6p.*', ash., tw'o
Ish., three 6p.-and two ip. ini ail sold for

4f4;.-agairl another set, coiisisting. of Li,
zosh., 5sh., 2S1'I. 6p., 2511., ish., 6p., 3P.,
ip., -realh2ed £3 5she Thèse, hoveveri
are not the prices somne tIf thre âbove coin
are realitii- at the Cape. A know. from
directh1formutio« txat the follo*irigprices
have been asked and paid : the 5sh. piecé

-~~' rdthe-- rp'., I7hV~s4afl&irr
one,,CàeZ53 ýThé'-rare-pie-ce-q are the
5slt,* theepr:and thre ze. - do noit, hiw-
ever, tliiiik t possible toùbterin -Such prices
in thïg *Country; and w.e must at presenit
be guided by public sales.

"J4afehig, Stamipe."-
A great deal'has been written and said

rccently on the subject of the "Mafeking
13eseiged" stamps, andi the patience of the
philatelic wvorld bas been greatly exercis-
cd by the many divirgent opinions, theor-
ies -ýnd convictions that have been ex-
prcssed. Sceing, howvever, that large
prices are asked and given for specirwens
of this issue, and that the publishers of
Gibbon's Catalogue bave decided to ciass
them as provisionals, it behoves us to,
assure ourselves that sucb action is con-
sistent %vith proper appreciation of their
status. The reason adduced for the viewv
that these twenty varieties are genuine&
Provisionaîs is, briefiy, this. Tliat the
occupants of the beseiged towvn were de-
sirous of communlicating with their friends
in England and elsewhere, and in order
to get letters through the lines runners
liad to be engaged who demnanded as
much as f:25 for the undoubted risk of
the enterprise, and it îvas therefore nec-
essary to practically double the ordinary
rates of postage, hence the surcharge.

Now~ after following very carefully the
whole case for. and against 'the 'Supp'osi-
tion that these staMps -are genuirtely au-'
thcftizècl to, 1e1 a -pr'ovisional iecéssity .ýve
find. otrýà1vés' quite unable "t6 stippàit-
sucir athèory, ahd'are flrmnly purÉuadêd:,
they are no'thing better than-locas. That
'the eost offThé àt Salisbury or-Belia' ýac-
ceýted and 'transmitted lêtters stanpped
wvith the -surcharged stamns1 iOpro
that 'they accepted the lurcharge, since
tbey %vere obliged to recognize-thestamps;
of t.he Cape or the British Bechuaialand


