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OLD SPELING

REVIZED

i ri ho had traveld much about. It apeard
i 80 1 Ellis E.E.Pron., pages 1668 to 1680. It
bears sevral striking likeneses to Londonese, for
“in Australia, Tasmania and New Zealand thoer
is more than a tinge of what is conronly )ca]ld
Cokny.” Later observations by MrJ. M. blacl},
of Norwood, Adelaid, S. Aust., ar in progres. We
await intended publication with patience.

—“What is the outlook in England for
beter speling?” bro’t this reply from Mr H. Hod-
der, Northampton: “Among scolars ther is groing
conviction as to need of change, but no practical
steps ar taken. I think the NEWSPAPER holds
the key to the situation. I wish yu good, shrewd
American cusins much success, which, when yu
hav achievd, we shal initate a generation later.
I enclose a cliping from London Daily Mail of
4th May, heded ‘Improved Enzlish. a good-nas-
ured ecriticism of Report on Variant Spelings iun
Ontario Educa’l Asocia'n. "The Daily Mail is our
most advanced paper, never weary of girding at
British bakwardnes in industrial and conmercial
methods, but when our antiquated and unrecas-
onabl speling is thretnd ther comes the ery:
‘Woodman, spare that tree, tuch not a singl bou,

In youth it botherd me, yet I'l vrotect it now.' "

—Another statement of the British out-
look is that of Mr H. Drummond, of Hetton-le-
Hole, Eng., clipt from The Toronto World of 30th
July: “Wud that we had in England a champion
similar [to The World] with as much curage.
All we can boast is the stanch atitude of The
London Star and The Morning Leader, that ven-
ture to print program, labor, favor, color, valor,
ete.; program finds acceptance in The Fonetic
Jurnal, Sell's Commercial Intelligence, and in an
evening paper in Liverpool, with ocasional ref-
rence to the subject in the Scoolmaster, Jurnal
of Educationand Educational Times. Ishud feel
elated did The Mail or The Express sho farther
signs of progres by adopting certn modifications
of orthografy. London wud shudder for six
weeks, then accept without much ado.”

—-“The English of the English” is in
Harper's Monthly for August. It i3 by Julian
Ralph, an American jurnalist representing The
London Daily Mail in S. Africa in the war's start.
It treats of difrent words (as to both vocabulary
and orthoepy) in use in Britan and America to
signify the same thing. Of speling we ar told.
“Itwidens the difrence between their speech and
ours by reason of the speling that obtains in
their iland. Evri wagon has two g's. .. . . Curb
is spelad kerb, tire is tyre, a bank-check is cheque,
and ribbon is stil ofn speld riband.”

—At the meeting of Scool Superintend-
ents {a department in the N.E. A.)in Chicago
last winter, the motion (mentiond on p.54) to giv
$1000 a year for five years fromn the asociation's
funds came up. It was to be devoted to propa-
gandist work and paying expenses of a Council
of twenty to direct and giv counsel. The move-
ment was endorst by prominent educaters, as
Pres’t Harper (Univ. of Chicago) and Chanceler
Andrews (Univ. of Nebraska). However, a long-
tried, stanch advocat and frend of beter speling,
Dr Wm T. Harris, Comisioner of Educ'n, led opo-
sition, mainly becaus it wud not be legitimat so
to aply asociation funds—lost (77 to 105).

—When the National Educa’l Asocia’n
met in July at Detroit. a petition to the RBoard
of Directers, signd by 29 prominent educational
peopl, was tabled for a year, without debate.
It askt to be alowd to organize a “Department of
Simplified Speling” as a department of the N. E.
A. A partial canvas of the new Board givs hope
for favorabl action next year.

—An informal conference at Detroitof a
few frends of sp. reform discust how a fund can

be raised to maintain a permanent clerk or sec-
retary in the field under direction and authority

of a comision of eminent scolars and educaters
Probably an efort wil be made next winter to
enlist the varios State Teachers’ Asocns and sce
if they wil not put (say) $1200 into a comon fund
and apoint a committee toask the Nat'l I5d'l As'n
next summer to ad frouy its reservat least an
equal amount, creating the Comision referd to
above and giving it the total fund to uvze as indi-
cated. ‘T'he importance was felt of maintainiuyg
this comision and fund long enaf to acomnplish
something and posibly to inspire a welthy filan-
thropist to endow the caus with a permanent in-
come for sensibl propagandisu:, but no plan was
proposed except the one indieated above.

—The Dictionary articl on p. 82 is com-
plemented by some remarks: (1) Worcesters's
oiet’y is undergoing thoro revision in Philadelfia.
We hav reason to no that in this respect it wil
not be behind American rivals. but ay lead.—-
(2) The editer of Chambers’ dictionary has put
himselr on reeord in kis preface (quoted on our
page 45) as favoring amendwent in pricipl, tho
hot yet practising such. (3) Murray's dietionary
folos British uzasge mostly. It specifics preferd
spelings in sowe cases, as it says (v. x of preface
to vol.i): “Where a decided reason of any kind
exists for giving prefrence to a particular spel-
ing, this is brictly stated at the end of the ety-
mology; especialy is this done in the few cases
where the speling preferd (e. g. ax, connexion,
rime) is not that at presut favord by preponder-
ance of uzage, but is intrinsicaly the best, and
is therfore recomended.”

—T'he Gluide, of Port Hope, Ont., estal-
lisht as a weekly in 1830, ard as a daily in 1878,
now employs the twelv spelings of the N. E. A.
Tur HERALD was priuted there at first.

—The Middlesboro(ugh) News, a local
weekly establisht in 1889 at Middlesboro, Ky., has

a large number of amended spelings, mostly
comendabl, but some ar questionabl.

TWO PROGRESSIV “WORLDS.”

The Medical World, a monthly publisht
at 1520 Chestnut st., Philadelfia, Pa., by
Dr C. F. Taylor, is the best practiser ot
improved speling that we no of. Ther is
genral change of -ed to t in suitabl cases
(as banisht), useles and mislcading e at
end of words like hostile, fertile, gennine,
is dropt thruout,and numeros singl words
ar beterd. This it goes on doing wonth
Ly month consistently and (the best way)
saying nothing about it beyond the brief
explanation therof kept standing on first
page. Its exampl is bold but excelent.

T'he Toronto World, a morning daily es-
tablisht in 1880, again came to the front
on 4th July last in a long editorial heded
“Speling Reform is Coming.” In a broad
survey, amid much els, it said:

“In England, the feature that strikes the col-
onial pres is the mother cuntrv’s bakwardnes to
move in any progressiv direction, cspecialy one
that wud promote the empire’s trade and comn-
erce by improved speling and decimalization of
weights, mesures and coinage. Reforind speling
wad go far toard making the language the vehicl
of all the world’s comerce.”

Disapointed by universities and filolo-
gists, redy to say and certify that amend-
ment is desirabl, even necesary, 7’he World
looks for doers of the same to

“newspapers and teachers of Motherland, U.



