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with themes of a deep and pliilosophic
nature. The pupil of Socrates, lie brings
that great master into ail bis discussions
wliere they reason out, or, ratiier, attempt
to reason out the great problem of the
inimortality of the soul.

And we sec the heathen philosopher.
cultured and lofty in his conceptions,
groping vaînly in the darkness for the
light wvbich bis gods cannot give, reali7-
ing the imperfections of his own religion,
but knowving flot wvhere to find the trutb.
So near and yet so far from the truc
source.
" An infant crying in the night,
'*An infant crying for tbe light.

And with no language but a cry."
In spite of bis darkness, the works of

Plato are mnasterpieces, free from tht:
lower elements and vainer things of this
world, they deal only with sentiments of
a iofty and exalted nature. The prini-
cipal are The Crito, Tbe Apology of Soc-
rates, Tbe Phoedo, he Republic, Taches.
Menexenus.

Lucian put mian and the affairs of life
to ridicule. He had no faith in the gods,

and wvas, in fact, an infidel.
Lastly, we might mention Aristotle,

wbose writings on philcsophy are marked
by bis purity and dignity.

A sketch of this length, dealing with so
wide a subject, must necessarily be incoin-
plete, but a volume mighit be filled by axq
account of the writings and thought of
this people.

As wvas said at the outset, the influence
of Grecian literature bias been, and is, and
ever wvill be, a mighty influence in the
wvorld. Though no Agamemnon, king of
meni, may ever have led the assembleci
sons of Hellen, and no Achilles or Ulyses
may have ever fought on the plains of
-'Windy Troy," though no Priam rnay
ev-er have ruled Illion or Hector "%vith
tbe waving plume," or Andromache eve;r
have liv-ed, yet they have been before the
wvorld for the last three thousand years,
and are before us to-day, as glorious con-
ceptions of strong and beautiful charac-
fers f0 invite those beholding them on to
bigher thîngs.

N. H. CARWELL.

LETTER FROM CHINA

Kia-ting Siz-Chiuan, China.
November 30, 1897.

The Boys, Wesley College,
Winnipieg, Canada.

Dear Fellow Students .- I thouglit per-
haps it might be of interest 'o you if I
sent you an account of sonie of niy ex-
periences of late on itinerating trips
through the country, undertaken chicfly
for the purpose of distribution of Cliris-
tian literature. 1 have just returned fromn
my longest trip, having been away froin
home eleven days. Tlie other trips we're
short ones.

A word as to our books, tracts and post-
ci-s. The missionary finds ready to bis
liand a large and good assortmnent of this
class of literature as soon as lic is iii a
position to use tierni. Thcy arc printed
chiefly by the large Tract Societies and
sold at mnuch less than cost price. In the

old days of missionary effort it was the
general custom to give these tracts and
books away ; but now they are generally
sold, on the ground that wvhat a man pays
for lie is apt to, take the trouble to read,
whiereas often formnerly the books, tlîough
rapidly distributed, fell chiefly into the
hands of the rabble, wvho set little or no
value upon wbiat they hiad received gratu-
itously. Here are the titles of some of
our best tracts :"Redemption froin Sin,"
"The Truth Concerning God," "Jesus,

the World's Saviour," " Forsaking the
False for the Truc," " On Regeneration,"
"'The Prodigal Son," "The Gospel the
Good Newvs of Salvation." Then welhave
just issiied froin our own press a tract,
" Good W ays of Healing Disease." and a
poster, " Good Words of Exhortation.'
Somie of tlîesc tracts and posters arc il-
lustrated and made quite attractive.
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