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boly joy, and ho and his bouschold aro baptized. ~His house
sdjrined the prison, or was part of tho samoe bhwlding. Con

trast his convermon with that of Lydia. What followed?
Tho earthquako had alarmed the magistrates, and they seut
tho jailur a messago that Panl and Silas were to be refeased
(ver. 35—~39). But Pavl refused. Thoy were Romans, and
bad beon condemned unjustly, The magistrates were there-
foro amonablo %o a higher court, and Paul, staoding upon the
rights of citizenabip, refased to leave the prieon unless they
themselves would coma.and fetch them out. Thus their pride
was humbled.  Being released —(ver, 39, 40)—they juined the
little church in Lydia's house, comforted the brethren, and
left tho city. But they had sown imrortal sced, and the
jailor bad Jearned a new song (Ps, xi. 3)

Augnst 19 Morning, ‘I'ne Frust Pracves. (Fxad. viii.
14—25.) Pharaoh first hardened s own heart, and then
God hardeued it by simply letting him alone.  He would not
let tho people gn, and now came the first plagne, The Nile
was thesicred river of the Ygyptuns, aud was worshipped
daily, Pharaoh went out in the morning to see how high it
hnd’ risen, and to offer homage to the gad it represented
Moses went at the sime timu with his rod in his hand, and
threatened to turn the waters into blood, (Cf 2 Kings ini.
22) When the waters of the Nilo are low they awsume a
green colour, as they rise they become red, in which state
thoy are wholesowmo to drink.  This change is supposed by
rome to bo caused by cryptogamic plants and infusoria,
Nuw, this natural change becomes a supernatural one, and
the Red Nile, as the peoplo called at, becamo red with blood.
H-mee the fish died, and hence the Kayptians could not drink
of the water. And this miracle ext-nding over the whole of
the Delta, for, included ““the rtreams,” or armns of the Nile;
¢ therivers” or canals; and “ the ponds,” or stagnar t pools,
20 that there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt, in
voarels of wood, and in vessels of stane, The Egyptians used
to purify the waters, but every attempt was now uvavailing
and they could only get pure water by digging in the sand
round about. ""“he magicians attempted to 1nitate the mirnele
on a small seale, and apparently succeeded, but what a mise-
rable imitativn it must have heon ! (Sez History of Moses,
P. 109.) Learn Jer i, 10—God raises up men to pull down
and todestroy. as well as to build and o plant.

Afternoon. TUESSALONIANS AND BEREANS. Actsxvii, 1—15.
Paul, silay, and Tunotheus on leaving Philippi, pissed through
Amphipolis, situated ou the Serymon, and Apollonice, thirty
miles further, and came to Theesalonica, on the Thermaic
Rulf, a populous and rich commercial town., Here was a
synagogue of the Jows, aud, as s manner was (ch. ix. 20,
xii, 5~14), the apostle entcred it, and for three Sabbath
days in suceession reasoned with them out of the Ol
Testvuent Scriptuces.  Is affirmo.l fiest, that the Messiah
was to suffer (Isaiah i 3 comp. Lake xxiv. 26—46);
secend, that He mmust rise from the dead (Ps. xvi. 10, 11);
and third, that Jesas, wlin he preached, was thit Messiab
oc Curist. Sowe Jews believed, aud joined tbemselves to
Paul and Sitas, bat many Greek proselytes were convinced.
and 10t a feww honourable women of Greek origin, But
(ver. 5) thue unbehioving Jews sob the city in an uproar, and
assaulted the hovso of Jason, with whom the missionaries
dwele.  Whether Juson was o Jew or a Gentile is not known.
But he and some others were dragged into the presencoe of
the rulers of the city, and werc charged with what was
deemed & great crime—*‘ These that have turned the world
upside down, are come hither als0.” (Cf. ch. xvi. 20
Luke xxiii. 5) It was partly true, and the world needed;
this great upturning us it does to this day. They implicated
Juson because ho had received the agents of this work, Bath
the people and the authoritics were troubled, for the latter
had no proofs of the facts slleged. They therefore took of
Jason a money accurity, as the word probakly means, and
they let him and his fricnds go. Paul and Silas themselves
had been sent away by night (ver, 10), whilst Timothy re-
mained for awhile behind, Juzson, then, did ot give any pro-
muse that he woull no longer harbour the new teachers, but
only that he would not aldupt avy treasensble plans, Beres,
to which Panl anl S'Invs went was the capital of Pells, the
third district of Macedonis Here the resident Jews were of
a nobler dispnsition (ver. 11) than these of Thessalonica (1) be.
causs they received the Word readily 5 (2) because thoy
daily searctied the Scriptures. A beaut-ful exawple this, and

& proof morcover that che more the Old Testament is studied,
the clearer will be the evidence that 1t testilies of Jesus as the
Measiah or the Christ. The result was that many of them

believed, and that not because of Paul's preaching merely,
but because they found it agrecable with thear own sacred
books, There also were scveral honourable Greck women
and a large number of mon, who became converts, But the
the mischief-makers of Thessalunioa came to Berea alro, and
triod to stir up the rabble (ver, 13).  What will fanaties nog
do? The zeal of fulse teachers nad of the enemies af tho
truth is often marvellous. Timothy had followel to B.rea,
and he and Silas remained thero, hut the Clnistinos of Berea
sent Paul away to tho soa, Berea being near tho coast, that
theore, 1 company of some of Jus friends, ho might emhark
for Athens. Learn ver. 11, and do not only read, but search
the Scriptures, They are & mine of wealth, but the wealth
does not lic on the surfaco.

August 26, Morning. Tue Layp oF Taver Swirrey,
(Exoo. ix. 13-35) Six plagues had already fullen on the
land, but Pharaoh’s heart was yet hardened.  Now came the
aeventh, and at that peniod of the year when the people were
antrcipatng the carly harvest, The barley was 1 the car,
and the flax was just 1ising in the stalk (ver. 31). Again,
Moses was commanded to go and stand.before Pharaoh, and
agnin to demand the releaso of the Hubrews, with another
terrible threat if he refured (ver. 13—15) God had raised up
Pharaoh purposely to show in Him His power ; and now the
plagues He would send would penotrate vhe very heart of the
prople, and inflict a deadly wound, A grievous bail was
threatoned, but Moses gave the Egyptiaus warning the day
before, and those who Jeared the Lurd, brought home their
cattle, The bail—halstones wero so large, and fell with such
violence, that they destrayed everytlmy ; and the storm wag
accompanied with fearful thunder and lightning; but the
land of Goshen was exempt. According to numerous
travellers in Egypt, flax and barley are ripe m March, wheat
and rye generally in April.  The plague oceurred theu in
December or Janusry, aud in those months the cattle aro seut
out to graze. This plague way the more remarkable, as rain
and hail, though not usknown in the Delta, are rare—thuuder
and Jightning still moreso. For a moment Pharavh relentid ;
but again he ‘‘sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he
and his servants,” (Sco Eccles, viii, 11 ; Psa. cir. 15.)

Afternoon. PAUL a7 ATHENS. (Acts xvil. 16—34 ) Athens,
onc of the chief citios of Greeco, was given up to idolatry,
The city was full of idols. Paul was indiguant at the sight
(ver. 16j, and to oppose the evil, he begau vo converse with
the Jews and proselytes in their synagogue, and then in the
market-place daly, with thew that et him.  What followed ?
He encountered the Epicureans and the Stoics—the philuso.
phers of the age, some of whom thought he was an empty
babbler, or one who, hike arook, has notbing to say though he
makes a noise.  Others thougbt that he avnuunced new
divinities, hecanse he preached tv them Jesus and the resuc-
rection.  This last subject was to the Greeks most surprising,
but they did not take the ward A- astiesis for a godiess, as
some have thought. Areopagus—Mars Hill—was an elevated
part of the city, where the highest conrt was accusromed to
mect. Hero they asked him, somewhat politely (ver. 19), to
address them, and explain himself. They liked nothing
better than to hear of new things. The apustie cum.
pliee. He was in the midst of temp'es, altars, and statues
of gods; and be said to them, ¢ Yo men of Atheny, [
perceive that ye are excessively pious,” etc.—not *“too
superstitious.” For among other altars, he had seen one with
the inscription-~To THE UNENOWS Gop. The origin of this
altar is only conjectural ; but it is supposed that the Athe.
nians, thinking that there were deities with whom tbey were
not acquainted, and whom it was needful to propitiate,
erected 1t accordingly, It is said that there were several
such altars in Athene. This unknown God Paul came to
declare. He was 1. The Creator of all things. 2. A being
not to he worshipped, or mibistered to, by buman heads. 3.
The umversal Father of the buman race, all nations of which
are of one blood. 4. The Being whom all should seek ; aud
in whom all have their existence. One of their own poets—
Aratug, born in So'ee of Ciiicra, three centuries hefore Chnst,
had smd—‘“Tor we ave also His offspring.” Bus Panl
attributes this suntiment to more than one, probably having
in view Cliasthes of Lycia, in whose writings the tentiment
is also found. He therefore denousced the notion that Goed
wasg like gold or silver, etc. ; and be pioceeded to preach
repentance on the ground that a day of jadgpment was ap-
powsted (ver. 31—=32). Tbus far, he said, God had passed by
theso times of ignorance without any severe censure ; but now
& now eora has come, and he commanded all men everywhere




