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ENQUIRIES FROM JAPAN.

Part of a letter dated Shanghai, Dec. 6. 1856,
fiom the Rev. W Muirhead, suceeseor of
Dr. Medburst, as Correspondent of the Bi-

hie Society
“may mention a cireumstance that took
place vesterday. ! _
enquired for three volumes of o ecrinl that
was pulifished some time ago #t Hong Kong,
Je said he was direeted to cadbhere by the
Chinese interpreter at Japan, who hadreceived
orders from the Emecior of thiut country to
procure the work through the medium of the
Chinese junks teading between China and Ja-
pan  Ahout ten yenrs ago the same person
paida visit to Viedhurst, and obtained
serveral books from him, one of which was of
a religious nature. The whole wes handed
over to the ahiove Chinese interpreter, who,
at first, objected to therelivions work, but after
wards expressed his apprecintion of it. Asthe

ecrinl in question was intemded for the Emper-

or and two mandarins in high authority, }
gave the mana number of copics, tozdher
with n long size New Testament, handsomely
bound, and_ various ather works, which were
addressed to the interpreter, o whom ulso 1
enclosed a letter to the Emperor. The barer
of the measare was perfectly aware of the
aversion of the Japancse to Christianity, lut
from the manner in which the selject came
up, he was x}uilc willing to take the whole set
of bouks to Japan, and promised to reply by the
fifth or sixth monuth of next year,
publications of the kind wanted are intended

to be sent on by nnother opportunity, 1 asked

the man if he had any objection to take a pre-
sent of Japancse to the native officials, and he
answered that lie had none. 1 write, therefore,
to inquire if yvou have any portion of the
Christzan Seripturesin Jajancse that you could
send me. It ispussillethat gome capics of the
Sacred volume might obtain access into that
hitherto closd country by means of the junks
trading thither.  These go and come peneraliy
auce a year, leaving in Decanber and retura-
inginJune or July.

“The work of publicationaud Bible distribu-
Several

tion 1y CaiNy is zoing on with vigour,
interesting journeys have been taken by mis-
sionary brethiven into the surrounding country.

where the Word always meets with o welcome |,

Teception.”
Non.—The Bisithp of Victoria bias written
to Honyg Kong about sending a supply of Ju-
anese Gospels to Shanghia, 10 be forwurded to
apan.—Lowk and its Missivns,

THE WAR IN CHINA

From the Newexaf the Churchex.

Ttis now reparted that the mission premizes
and hegpatal of Dr, Hobeon, medieal missionary

in conneaion with the London Missionary So¢- |

icty, which were stated 10 bave Eeen distroved
in the Inte bombardment, have heen saved. ir,
Hobson has proceeded to Shanghae, it onler to
take charge of the mission hospital there, in
La¢ aleeace of Dy Lockhiart, who intends to re-
turnin o short time to this country,

The following extract from a letter of Dr.
Hobson, ealiibits the bitter sorrow which he
had exprerienced in the supposed destruetion of
haspital.  He refers also to the arrival of his
gon and Dr. Wong, in the midst of the confu-
£on1—

s It took years of anxious and laborious of ;

fort to mise that misdionary hospital to the pos.
ition it occapiad in Canton, aud itis with no
Yittle pain and discouragement that | have now
to recond it existsno longer.  Thendmiral was
torty that the kuspital was invelvalin the gen-
cral conflagmtion ; but itsecineto have been an
toavoidable contingeney of war, provoked by

A person called onme and |

‘nu:u-ks made upon his fleet, day and night,
and to deter the Chinese from injuring this
place. . .. Ninee | wrote, my son and Lr
Wone have reached us to and e, Waong to
open n dispensary here, have handed over
trom the huspital donations, 200 dodurs to Dr.
Leuge, to provide for edicines on the gpot,
£15 worth from Eugland, and to pay the wazes
of u coolie.  Jtisa great disapontinent to Dr.
W ong to ind atlurs here s so unsettled n state;
and my perplesities have been inereased by the
arival of my son,  They reaciied uson the
very day when a disboheal attempt was made

| to potsott 410 10 500 persons by arsenie. My

s yongest eld, and several others, were inime.

jmuent damger , but no one dicd from it. Tuis

may prebaps be acconnted for by a chemicad

chizmge taking place after thisarsenie was mix-

ed with the yeast, and duning the processes of

fermentation and baking,  \We all ought to re-
cogmse 2 supenntending Providence, and be
thankiul for "

. Parker, of the Chincse Evanuelization

Society, i a letter from Ningpo, deseribes the

Ear

Misccllancons Exlracts.
TIIE TESTIMONY OF ANTIQUITY ON

THE SCBJECT OF CHURCIL GUVERN-

MENT. —_
From Tvact by Presh, Loard.

If the carly Fathers are appealed to, we
shrink not from the serntiny, It istrue we
would not veluntarily cte them, for various
i reasons, They ure inconsistent with themselves
fand staffed with pucrile conecits Tuke an ex.
1 :unyle or two, if not the most appoute, at least
t such as pow niost readily oceur to mind.

i ‘There is Clement of Alexundria, who discov-
¢ ors the mystery of Christ's rectitude mn the up-
s ragzht better which commences the neme Jesue:
- the mitials of the same name he finds  accom-
'ranicll with the sign of the cross i the nume
{ ber of Abralizun’s servante; the ten command.
ments he deteets in David's instruments of ten
strings,  And there is Augnetine, too, playing
L on the letters of Christ's name; and deducing
tastrong reconunendation of the Sylil's verses

As other

wment persl . which the Europenus had | from their amounting to twenty-seven, wlich
been placed 10 that eity, the conferences of the {make a  trine fully quadrate and solid, for
tsstenaries for praver, and the dedivaance jthree times three “are nine, and three times
which had teen vauchsafed :—** A native Uhiriss ; pine are twenty seven, Again, be finds a mys.
tian discorered that a plot was talked of among | terions analogy bet ween the proportions of
the Cantonese here to destray all the foreizuers, | Noah's ark and Christ's human Lody ; and to
who are few, undefended, and almost without ; |ierfcct the type, he rogards the window inthe
the means of e~cape.  The misionarics met for {ark as warvellonsly corresponding  to the
prayer and consultation, and although several [ wound in the Savionrsside,  He tells, more-
behieved o both the p(l»lbill\}‘ and ]\ruln:ll:“ily tover, with the utmost gravity, amazing stories
ot steh 2 plot, yet we did not see onr way to g of mirneles performed in his “own time in the
do more than wateh and pray. A few days jvarious  churches, wlich constituted in his

Iater, at our thard general meeting, it was re- i opinion the nost crowsning and unanswerable

* purted from three different sources that a body § evidence to the pagan world of truth of the
of Canton men ealled on the Tantai (the high- § Christian religion.

+ ext Clitne=e authority here), requesting permise - Somuch for thepuerile conceits of the fathers.
sion to kil the foreigners, and timt he saidy 1 Of their discrepancies, which render theirtesti-
*hafl thanaf you can. But the officer who 1 inany very uncafe as to plan matters of fact,
condnets forcizn Lusuiess suceeeded, by vepres i the fullowing may suflice.  Qrigen represents

sentimg thie consequencees, in getting the Tautai
' o refuse, or withdraw his conscut. This alarm.
ed most of us, and the American Consul reguest-
ol o private interview with the officer for
forcign athurs, who confessed that on the said
day a1 number of Cantonese Wwaited on the Tan-
tar, and yequetted premission to destroy the
© Portuguese, agamst whow and the English, e
siidd they were very mtich exasperated, because
of the Jarge number of ther Vessels (piratieal
vessels) they have destroyed. It was reported
. thaut our hutuses wereto beset on fire,  ltisre-
markable that on the same day. atd prolably at
“ the same hour in which the Tau-tal withdrew
1 his consent, we had met for special prayer”
3r. Muirkead vrites from Shanghac,, that in
, that city all is quite, and there is 1:0 reason 1o
fear anytlang,  The people are quict and
- peaccable, and few seem to be acquainted
* with, or to taky any interest in the proceedings
woing onat the south, . . . . Tam gratiticd at
the attention and number of the audiences from
day to day, and especially on the Sabhath, Gn
these Iatter occasions, we have from 3uu to 40
regularly gathered together in our large clhapel,
whe listen with a degree of interest to the word
“of life.

Mr. Burnc, who is now at Swatow, in the
provinee of Canton it<elf, writes at the end of
January, that up to that time the foreigners
had been permitted to enjoy asmuch peace as
if none o ditferent nation,  Theyr were on

. such friendly terus with the authorities, that
i they even obtained from then news of the pro-
» gressof the warn
I'rayers should be earnestly put forth that in
5 all these districts Gad would be pleased to cone
? tinte to protect the lives of hisservants His
* providential care of than hias undoubtedly Leen
, very vemarkable hitherto, asmay e surely
{ seeny when the veflect upon the treacheraus
and cruel character in war of the people among
whom they sojourn.

t Peterto have heen Bishop of Antioch; Epi-
' phanius, of Rome, conjointly with Panl.  Euse-
tiusand Jerome both affirn in one placethat
Peter first occupied the See of Rome, yet clse-
i where cach contrudicts himself by placing Pe-
“ter in the Sce of Antioch,  Tertullian atlirms
- that Clement wasthe first bishep of Rome nfter
Peter, while Irenaus is equally positive that
Linus wasthe first, Anacletus next, and Clement
not till thirdin order. Euschius makes Ignatius
the immediate successor of Peter at Antioch ;
“Jevome decribes him as the third.  Luselius
: aprain contradicts himself by stating in another
! place that Euodins immediately succceded Pe-
jter.  Here we have Origen contradicting Epi-
: phanius; Tertullian contradicting Ircnxus; Eu-
i sebijus contradicting Jerome ; and Euvselius and
-Jerome both contradicting themgelves,  Which
rof all thete discrepant statanents are we to
tadopt! On whan #hall we rely to leamn the
i unlroken line of succetion?  And lastly, (a
s quicstion by no means the least important of
+all that might be asked,) how can we depend
jon the sulscquent links as unexceptionalle,
t when so much uncertainty rests upon the first,
i the very starting point?

In truth, we may not unrearonalily endorse
the streng lanzuage of Milton, when he said,
*\Vhatzoever time, orthe heedless hand of Wind
chance, hath drawn down from of old to this
present, in her huge dmgenet, whether fish or
sea-weed, shells or shrubs, unpicked, unchesen,
thosearc the fathers”

But the testimony of the apostolic fathers ia

ar from condemning us, whatever clse may be
said of it. Even Ignatius, whom our opponents
placad on the witnessatand with such shouts
of trumnpl, seamsto U to speak very much like
a Preshyterian,  When hie insists on thepre-
sence of\llcl»ishoms necessary inevery case of
Laptinn and the Lord's supper; o notbiing Le-
ing done without his kuowledge and consent;
on hisinquiring into all the church-members Ly




