
TRHE WE'STERN CIIURCHMNAN

WORSIII1> AND TIIE BOOK OF COMMON
IRAYE R.

'l'lie Veit. Archdeacon Fortin, .)., preeaciîed te
second of il course of Serinlons OUl - M'or-shlî) andi the

l'rayer ook," o eveliiisr in I Iolv Tllity
Chnrch-el, Winujipeg, \Ve gri v' tie s mo aiîmîjo.t iu

'Iet Il. 'limî. i.' i 3 -ifoldi fast te fortit
of1 SOliit( wvords.",

'l'lie Cliuricl of Eniglaudî possesses iti her Blook
of Conmil Prayer, a very preciws hierîtagfe,
ai mncans of t'On(eriflg 1tii1lIie wV0rslli1) not only moe
<lecorouis sîud devotional, hut aiso of imorp reai vaile
Lo those Nvi~o enigage ln i.. 'l'le 11ev. .John Wzitson,
itetter known as Ian) Naclareni, iii his recent lectuires
ait Yale Uiuiversitv savs: " It is too late Lo discuiss
the ltvf'tiicss of a proyer bjook, for that indeed was
settied %vhien .Je.sus was pleaseil to givo his disciples
the loid's- i-ayer-." Thus the germal of a Chtristiant
Liturgry Nvas laid by the -S, viour ituiseif. And, indcd,
lie wvas in thi.s ouiyj IWljOwir te cus.tontl of te
aniciomt Jo2vish citurch. For it is certaini titat te
Jewvs USed foris of' dovotion in te Temnple andi in
te Svnacague before the incearnation. Nowv, as te

services o6f the Chîristian chur-cî wer-e uinquestionably
iniflueticcd by timose of te synagogue, it seecîns to be
a fair prosunîiption that Chrýistialls also adopted sel.
forms iii their public devotioîts fronti an early pi)'od.
Nor is ià a maLter of' inferetîce inereiy ; we have te
precious testiiny of itistory. Whien .Jusiin Mlartyr,
uit te begrinningr of the 2nd century, describes the
Christians as standing up togetiier iii a body, and
uttoring prayers, me Can hai dly avoid tite conclusion
that te harntonious utteranices of a multitude iiiust
hiave takon some 'vol] knowit fornii iin w'hich ail couid
join, for otherwise thero wveuld have been conifusion
and not harmony. Celsuis, aiso, te great opponent
of Çbristiaiiity, tells us Vint lie liînseif sawv certain
devotional books iii tho possession of Christian priests:
and as we advauce a, littie aling the centurics, the
testinîony becoines clearer- and clear or. We nicet
with liîg catalogues of chlti books and hynîttals
tat %vero used it the services of te ýSaictuarY. IL

is undeniabie that in te Jewvish chiurch, lui(] also in
Lite Chtristian churcit, froin the begiîîning," prescribed
fornis of pra3'or wvere used. It was thereforo te
te fliit( of God that iL shouid be so--foi' te ellui-ci

was itot a spontaneonus gottof iîat'levisixg. 'lThe
Patttern thereof was designed it I{eaveît itself, accord-
iîîgy to te minc of the spirit, and ui'oidled lteî' on
eartlt under*ltis 'guidance.

IL mmîst bo clear La ail unbiassed mids, that -what
weas donc ii te veî'y infaney of te clturch, immne(h-
atcly afteî' the apostolie ago, niust htave been iii
harntony with the teacitings of these inspired mten to
wltoin Christ contîniitted the frortunes of 1lis cause.
How is it possible to explaii te presence ofi' unîtierous
boooks for the conduct of div'ine worsltip, %Nvherover
flite Gospel hld penetrated, froi tite Malabar coast Lo
lite Sp)anisit peninsula, if iL was tite mtind of te
Apastios titat set forîns of prayer Nvere undesirelble
alud titat public worship should be coîîducted extein-
poraneously ?

The fact, is, that te authority of Christ as dis-
tinctiy requires comînon prayer as it requires prayer

iii secret. If H-e said, - Thiou, %viien thou prayest,
enter inito tiiy closet," lie aiso said, -Aftes' tItis milliîer
pray ye, - Ot Father, %çitich art it hieaveit." The
tirst devotianal uitterance, teret'ore, of' te disciples.
,vas coinnt irayer. Tbeir voices bleîtdled together
ilt titat d1ivinje î)iVycr whiichit ut aI ages silice litas licou
fommi(l equally huiteti to express te adorîîtg sentimntt
oýf te griett cott<'i'eg<utiott anid thesuimple aspiration
o, te ciiil(1l ut iLs lîtotiicr's kniee. Around titis grand

giinS, IaeCOIi'iit to Lte abiiity aitd spiritual fervotir
otLii .-tious is'hops. WVe do' iot claintli tat Llîcî'

%vats one single litui'g3 foir te wltole ciîurch. No,
titere wveîe severlal uises, lis tltey ar*e calied, but Liiey
ai11l iad a conmîton origin- ail procecéled ot te saine
plan. Neveu' %vas te serivice ail jterfonnted iy te
îiiitistet', bitt the people had toeil vocal simre in iL,
21nd t1itus whien Lime filiai pt'ayer caille to lie sitid, «' O
(God, wiio hast gi ven ils, grace lit titis tiltle viLth one
atcot'dl to iliake a0ur coluttou supplication uinto ticc»
tfite p)eople couiti, wviLh reai ineaiitig, add al loud

A liteit ", t) 1t.
Euonugh itas beeti saitl. 1 tliitki, to shitav titat,

ltresare as 01(1 as the chiurcît itseif. If iL vei'o
iltIcessarv, al grieiat-ray of irrefragable pî'oofs could
lit, adduce--d, but titis -%,ou cean do for yourselvcs by
conisuiting mny book an cicit aittiquitie.

],et nis now, then, turu our atteittion to te ntaîîifest
ad vanta 'ges Nvli a book of coîntioit prayer leaves Lo
te Citurch of Goac. Tliese atre stated, in order, ais

foiiows, by te <tuthor %whoin 1 htave aItCa(iY cjuotedl,
1.11 Nlzcleen, al distinguisied Presbyterian divine as
%.Ou kniow

1. A liturgry whlose ntateriials have been derawn front
te ciassical. ages of' devotiottal literature, lins a cor-

tiîîi stateliness of thouglit and cltarm of style which
satisfy the car and cliîtg to te i neinory.

2.A liturgy being instinct witl the spirit of un-
tlivided Citristendoit, %vill lift iLs chilciren out of
sectarian 'and pr'ovincial idleas of religion, and bring
theiti iîtto te commuunion ;f te Ciuich Clitholic.

3. A iiturgy being framced foir te uise of te body
of' Chr'ist, ilot Vo expoeC55 jn3 irtdividital iiioo<J or ex -
pericuce, w~ilI eîn)body te ordinaî'v wants of ail kin<ls
aitt contditionts of iller].

4. A iiturgy mtakes te u orsitippers itidependent, of
te otliciaýtilng ciergYtîtaît, St) tat bis faults (10 not
iideî' titeir (lovotiotîs.

~.A litui'gy affordmîa lt contiton and ujnifori
iteans of Nvoi'siip, sem'ves Vo bind togetîter ail tite
neffiters of a cituî'ci, botit olci and yoiig, into one
fellowsltip and ioyalty.

6i. A liturgy is especially suitable foir old people
because of iLs unctaitgin)g forin of wvords; for' people
wvearîed wvith te tveek's Laul, because teir îiinds lire
noL straixted foilowitig at îtîayer througit an unkitown
country: for' youitg people, because tlieir intei'est is
sustaîincd; aitd tltey htave smite part in te wvorship.

And iast.ly, a litui-gy eau bc tauglit ta ciîildren front
eaîily yetirs unthLie chui'cl, and iiunto titeir last days
tey wvill love aîtd resl)ond to the deair faîniiiarwords.

Now, it nîay bo askied, if a book of comimon prayer
is so usefuli, so (lesirable aîtd ieipful, wity did not th(.
Aposties theinseives fraîne omme, and incorpoTate it in
te wvritings of the 'New Testamtent? To titis we

mtay i'eply, tat if te itytans and formns of pî'ayei'


