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thr persori possessed of the knowvledge of the New Testament, to say
that lie was iinoved by the Iloly Spirit, or spcially called by its opera-
tions and sent by God to preacli.

Jiosides thia,) there is another fact to whicli we wvould advert, viz,
that wlien tiiere is a voluntary association of any iiînmiber of diqcipleu
of Christ, met in any one place to attend to the duties and privileges
of a church, should they eall auy one of' their own umiber, wvho
possiesses tie qualifications bclonging to the bishop or overseer, laid
down by the LIoly Spirit ini the %vritten word ; and should they appoint
him to office, as the U1oly Spirit has tanghit them iii the saine written
word-then it iay be said to sucli a persoD, '-Take heed to yourself
and to the floek over wlîich. the ILoly Spirit lias made you overseer.")
But this bishiop, of wicin we have now spoken, is neither priest, am-
bassador, nîinister of religyion, clergyman, nor a reverend divine ; but
simiply one tliat lias theoesguo re voluntary soeiety, who,
when lie leaves that scciety. lias no other office in any votler ini cou-
sequence of bis being an officer in that. luis discliarge of the work of
a bislîop is litnited by, and confinied to, the particular congregation
whieh appointed him te office. If bic should travel abroad and visit
another congregation, eyen of tlîe oamne views witli that of wlîich lie was
or is bishop, lie is then no bisbop - lie is thon in the capacity of au
uuoffleial disciple.

To suppose the contrary is to constitute different orders of nien,
or to divide the church into the cominon classes of elergy and laity,
than which nothing is more essentially opposite te tlio genius and
spirit of eliri.3tianity. 1%e lhave ieen somo bislops, ignorant cf the
nature of the office, acting very niuchi out of character, placing tliem-
selves in the bislîop's office, in a cliureh whichi thcy miglit occasionally
Viéit, and assuniing to act offleially in an nsseîîîbly over whiehi they had
no bi-shoprie. They acted as absurdly and as unconstîtuitionally as
the president of tlîe Uinited States %vould do, if, wlien on a visit to
London, lie should enter the Eniglish parliamient and place hiînself on
the thronc, cither scias, or in eonjunction witlî his iajesty George IV.
anid that, eo)rsootli, because ho is, or was president of the United States.
But of this more afterwards. In tlie ineantime, we conclude that one
of those mneans used te exaît tlîe ciergy to dominîion over the faith,
over the consciences, and over tlîe persons of men, b; teaching the
people to consider them as speeially called and xnoved Iiy tlîe l{oly
Spirit, and sent to assume the office of ambassadors of Cliritb:, or
rninisters of the Christian religion, is a sclierne unwarranted by God,
fouaded on pride, ignorance, ZDamibition, and inipiety ; and, as sucli,
ouglit te be opposed aud exposed by ail themi that love our Lord Jesus
Christ ia sincerity.
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