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THE FLOWER GARDEY.

——

Wew Plaats,

Croton Majesticum.

This new Croten has been introduced from the
South Sea Islands, and will be a most welcome addi-
tion to our collections of vanegated-leaved storse
plants,  In colering it is truly gorgeous ; its narrow
leaves are of a deep clive preen, edged with searlet
and haviog a deup searled midib; and aredottad with
aumerous epots, smne of whiel are yellow and others
searlet.  As the lraves acquire age the olive green
portion become s yullow, thus presenting a great var-
icty of coloring.

It vhrives best in a strong heat, accompanicd with
sbandunt moisture and exposed to a streng liht, It
should be grown in nivh loam nused wath a hitele peat
and sand, thoroughly drained, so that the abundanee
of water in which it delights shall never become
stagnand,

Crotons will bear the atmesphiere of a dwelling.
house remarkably well, and can be used for decora-
tion in the sitting room, oron the dinner table, where
their showy folingo is 2 cunstant source of gratitica-
tion,

o

The Mangias-Gard:ng of Babylon,

Our protty heneieg badketa, with their suepansinog
wires completely drape Dinslelieate elimbiee nves and
standing mosses, aml thiewr mar v 2 of beantiul trahimg
plants, their droapimy grassee, viners, mimaxas, musk-
seented and covered with bnlhane golden flowers,
thouzh lihputiwms ave hiterally hangine-siedens  fout
even should they bemade a milhm trnes Iarger, the r
plan s so utterly duifercnt, that they conld neversuy

est the famtest notion of the hangng cardens ot

abylon, about tlre very name of which there iy a
ring of poetic grandenr and a flavor of Uriental mag-
ntticence.  They were hiterally Paradice; for, though
our word 13 direetly from the Greek, the (aeeks bor-
rowed 1t from Persia, where to this day thea ch sat-
raps rejorce mn thew paraduses, or pleasure gardens.
Xenophon mentions these of Delesis, governor of
Syria ; and such as he behield them, apparently, we
find them desctibed by Chardmnand other modern
travellers. The hanging-gardens of Babylon werc
sumply a very costly variety of the paradise, such as
only princely wealth conld atford. The originis at.
tributed to Senuramis by some ; others say they were
invented by 2 king of Syia o charm the melancholy
of one of his wives, of Persian onzin, who sighed to
behold agan the verdant mountuns of her native
land. Strabo and Diodorus Sienlus have written
about these famous hangimg-gardens, Philo of Byzan-
tium—if, mdeed, heas the author of the treatise on
the seven wonders of the world by some attributed
to hum, and many others.

They were called hangmz-gardens, donbtless, be-
cause of the huge branchmy palms and other trees,
overhanging the balustradelun the sunimt of the hugh
walls that 1nclosed the paradise.  These walls were
about one hundred and tinrty yards loug an cach of
the four sides, twenty-two fect thick, aud fitty cubits
Iigh, or over ninety-onc feet according to the Hebrew
cn?nt; by the Roman or by the Enclish cubit, a little
less.  Around the interior on all sides, rose terrace
above terrace to the number of twenty, the top one
resting on the outer walls, and even with the Lnlus-
trade. The terraces were upheld by immensely
strong galleries, whose caihings were formed of hewn
stones sixteen feet long and four wide. Resting on
these stones was a layer of reeds, i ved with a great

nantity of asphalt, and on this was a donble floor of
fire-dried bricks lald in mortar; finally, a floor of
lead plates to prevent any muisture from penctrating
the foundations of the terraces, the sol of which
rested dircetly on the leaden {fluor, and was of suth.
cient depth to hold anl noutish trees tifty feet Iugh,
and thousands of rare plants culled fromall parts of
the known world. Al these were kept m a perenm-
ally flourishing condition. we are informed, by water
raised fromthe Euphratesthroughthe ard of machinery;
concealed frosa view m certiin rooms made m the
galleries. fhe galleries also contammed many royal
apartments, vartously decorated and furmshed.  De-
cently lighted they eonld not have been ; butone can
casily imagine that a walk a rour1 those upper terraces
on o fine moonhght mght, the scenes chaimed by soft
music and by waves of perfume rising from the wil.
derness of flowers and shrubs below, mnust have been
enchanting to the last degreo.—Marie Howland.

Plants Growing in Windows,

Thousands who try to grow plants in pots, tubs or
hoxes, fail, mostly becanse they let the pots be
oxposzl to the hot'sun.  Now we never see the rots
—that 18, the part which draws nutriment from the
~o1l-~fully cxposed to the sun i a state of miture,
and thi: should teach window gardeners to shade the
pots and boxes m which thewr plants grow.  Anothu
cangeof fufure is allowwz the leaves b iug in reality
the longs of the plant) to get dnty 3 1t 13 Taguative
chat thoy should bo kept clean. 1 have oten boen
whed why plants dol not do well in windowsy, and 1t
1 often ditli alt to answer without seang the plants,
hut the gener:l tolures occur from the can<es alove
aamed, forat stamis to reason that if habi the ronts ot
the plant nie bained off repeats iy and the b aves ate
hilled wath dust, sackness will be the 1c<ult. It is
easy to clean ol the dust by tahmz a httle brush or
hroom and dippingg it m water and fhrting over the
leaves ot the plant two or three times a week.  T'ry
it, ladics.—~Lrawe Larmer,

Bupports for Flowera,

——

A correxponlent of the Jeurnal of Hornalture ad-
vsed the culture of the Halsa, or snowdrop tree
asa means of sunplying suitable stichs asa suppuos.
for pet plants  Hesaya:

Procure plants or suchars, select a picee of ground;
they are not particular as to soil, any out of the way
place will do, but a must one wall suit them best;
plait them one fuot apart and eut them down ¢
within twoe inches of the ground every autumn, Ifa
few stronger sli Lsare wanted, leave the plants a
winter withiout cuttang, tie the shoots in bandles and
keep them in a dry place until wanted foruse. It
used reen, as they cmit touts so freely, they should
be placad 1 a hot flue oven, orsome such place, tora
tew hows,

The quantity a few plants will grow is astonrshing
aml the atic ks will Last two years, and Lam sare they
wo unequaled for tyiny such plants as Adumenes,
Mignom tte, cte. 1 allwed to grow n the shrub-
beries, the plantaare very ornamental s but when per-
mitte.d to flow er and mahe large bushes, the qnanticy
of shoots oltaincd is dindusshied conadaably,  Bers,
too, are very fond of tius plant, the flowers bung
numerous ; and from than, the bees gather a great
quantity of honey.

There are other plants, from which useful flower
sticks may be tahen; many vaneties of hardy,
dcerduous Sparreas ; varicties of Jup rcum or St
John Wort, Ligustrum or Privet, and Lilacs,

The Valuo of Sunflowers.

We wonld eall the attention of farmers at this time
to the value of sunflowers as a crop, and cnumerate
some of their values and uses.

In the first place, the flowers abound in honey and
furnish food for bers.  The seeds contain olergimous
matter, and will yicld oil at the rate of one gallun to
the bushel, which is but little inferior to olive
ail.  One acre will produce fifty bushels of seed 1t
is also valuable for teed for horses and poultry, The
leaves ate excellent fodder for cattle,

The stalks winle growmgmay be utilized as hean
poles, where they are semice and ditlicolt to be ob-
tamed, and when dry may beused as roofing, or sct
up against a fence to form a wind-break. 1hey con-
tain a large amount of potash and are excellent for
fire kindhng. The sced bas also been recommended
for fuel.

The reputation of the growing sunflower to absorh
miasmatic vapors, and preventing fever and ague, is
well known.

Tlowers Among tho Ancients.

The custom of using flowers on oceasions of mournin
and festival 1s of Ingh antiquity.  Roses were especia
favonites of the Romans; thewr floors and couches
were strewn with them at feasts; sometimes the
culing was arranged to shower roses on those below,
occasionally ahuost to suffocation.  Among the
Greeks

1t was the custony then o bring away

‘1 he blushing Lriste from home at cloze of day,
Borue in a chariot, heratded atong
With steewn tlonets, turihces, and a marniage song.

The classic fables concerning them are innumerable.
Daphne transformed to the Laurel ; Syrmx to the
Teed 3 Narcissus, emblem of sdi-love; llyacmnth,
sprung from the bload of Apollo’s murdered tavorite,
and Anemone from the carth where lay dead Adonis

—are but few of those that might bo mentioned,

,CoLErs VERSCHAFFELTI SPLENDEXS,—This is a fine
high-colored sport from thoe good old G, Verschaffelti,
1t 13 several shades paler, and consequently produces
@ brghter effeet than that kind, When this be-

smes generally known, it will be grown in quantity
won budding purposes in place of Verschaffelti,

Tarirco Lrawwrs —The State Chemist of Con-
ncctienut, in lus report, presents somo interesting
pfonmation in 1efurence to the tobaceo erop, with the
it of tests upon the tobacco leaves. 'Lhe general
-ummary of the reports is as follows: The most
trzhly valued tohacco in New England is the thin,
tough, elastie leaf, which burns readily to ashes,
[ hose leaves contaming the most carbonate of potash
'u their ashes, burn the wost freely and suitably, In
<ome comnbinations potash does not faver the burning,
il xome tobaceo wmanufacturers improve the flavor
and burning quality by artificially immpregnating the
Teaf with acctate, citrate, or tartrate of potashy, ap-
rlying the latter in solution and then drying.  Chlor-
me injures the tobacco, as also does nitric acid.
~ulphtic acid, united with potash, soda, or lime,
lavans the hurning of tobacco. The best tobacco is
produced on well-drained, warm, sandy lands., It
13 heji ved heavy manuring increases the quautity of
the evop generally at the expenso of quality as re-
gards texture,

Tur seiteriox of plants for winter window vases
depends essentially upon which sideis to be the point
of view. If cluelly fromn the outside, large leaves and
large colors show best, such as bulbs, or well grown
whiage plants, as begomas, &c., kept under glass
shmles to preserve the necessary air moisture, with
the warmth winch they require,  But if the vaseis
ween chiefiy from the inside, the case is very different.
Colors well not show well agamst the light, but neat-
ness of ontline and graceful wantonness of spray will
Jow with great clegauce, espeetally if seen ag.ijust
the gky with only the paites of glass interveniug.
‘The pretty curls of the coliscum 1vy (linari cymba-
lirew, ) or the ringlety smlax (myrsiphyllum, ) or the
tine tufts of gypsoinlnlla and of some saxilrages,
sedums, gahums, and other Alpine plants and grasses
are graceful in every turn, like the unstudied move.
ments of a Joyous cluld, and color will not be wanting.
Leaves thin cnongh to show their tints transparently,
show thew agamst the sky to great advantage, Most
of these plants endure dry air very well.—Country
Gentleman,

Tnr MicnigaN STaTE PoMOLOGICAL Soc1ETY held
its tinrd annual meeting in the first week in Decem-
her. It was stated that th - signs (wiich almost
always fail) indicated that the winter would be an
apenone : & mild winter was considered disadvan-
tageous to fruit-growers,but what the Society proposo
to do about it is not stated. Prof. Cook stated that
in the Iast disastrous winter orchards that had been
cultivated fared worse than others; in the Grand
Traverse region, where the snow is gencrally four
fect deep, fruit culture was successful. Fruit near
Kalamazoo had suffeved from the drought of summer.
The often vexcd question of the Lest and hardiest
grape came up. Mr. Chilson, of Battle Creck, con-
sulered the Delaware the hardiest and most money
making ; the Diana the best keeper; approved of
covering the vines with carth in wmter, and that no
Jrapes were hardy eneugh for Micligan without this

“protection ; the loma, tfxough it often fails, he con-

sidered a standard variety. — Mr. Sterling, of Monroe,
agvocated Concord and Norton's Vargnma. In the
Strawberry discussion the Wilson was the favorite.

Tne RosE GARDENS oF FrANCE.—The rose gardens
of France are celcbrated. Acres and acres of roges
bloom in them for the perfumer. Ileliogl:opc, mig-
nonctte and other floral plantsare found side by side
with them in dense masses. The air is heavy with
alnost sickening fragrance, and for miles around the
breezes bear the sweet tidings that ¢ they have flown
over the gardens of Gaul in their bloom.” But who
has heard of an Enghsh lavender field? Very few,
certamly, 1 this country. Fewer still have scen one.
Yet withmn thirty mles of London these lavender
fields have become quite an extensive and recognized
mdustry, and there 1s annually produced in England
alone, suflicient oil from the plant to manufacture
thirty thousand gallens of spirits of ]:_u'endcr, besides
a large quantity, the total of which is unknown, to
beused 1n the production of other perfumes with more
pretentious names. The plant is at the best bebween
three years of age and seven.  The harvest time 1s
the first week mn August. The flowers are then cut
and taken 0 the distillery, followed by an_innumer-
able army of bees, which ~insccts are especially fond
of them.~ Here the essential oilis pressed out, and is
ready to be mixed wath the proper mgredicnts tomake
lavender water



