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TLe * Canada Farmer,” for 1873.

With the prasent number, the issues of this journal
fur the current year are completed, and, of necessity,
consilerable spico i3 vocapied with title pago, and
i lex, to the exllision of a pait of the usaal readiog
matber. The copivas, and caicfully preparad index
wil, however, be faund of great service m realily
tazmung to any subject which atis desiced to examine,
whill e miost cursaiy survey of {ts vanety, and
Costprehiad sneness uf ¢opies, will be suflivient to con-
vaiee any vne that the volame now (losing ~ontains
avery large amount of usctul infurmation un rural
matters, and is, indeed, a little family library in
itself.  We take a justifiable pride in reviewing the
ground covered by *he present volume, and arc per-
suaded that all attentive readers of the Cavapa
Farser will fecl that they have been amply rewarded
for their investment of subscription moncy. A New
Senies of this journal was commenced at tha begn-
ning of the year now closing, with the intention of
dealing more claboratcly and thoroughly with the
great principles on which high farming is based. It
was felt that the time had come for energetic cffort
to raise the standard of practical agriculture, so as to
increase the profits to be dedived from farm-work.
To this end we have discussed soils, and their im-
provement ; implements, and their uses; grasses,
and forage crops ; the soiling systciu 3 the prepara-
tion and application of manures.  The various aspects
and manipulationg of dairy farming, have been treated
by ono of the abl st, practical dairymen on this con-
tinent  Horticulture, in its different phascs, has
heen fully exhitited  ‘fhe hreedingand care of stock
has received a large mcasure of attention. There
have been seientifia articles on agricultural chemis-
try Veterinory matters, entomnlngy, agricultual
news, anl odii rials on various impartant subjects,
have occupied a considerable amount of space The
poultry-yard has heen a very full department, and
bee-kerping bas heen explaine! and its progress duly
chronicled  No suhj. et of importance to the farming
community has been overlooked. In view of the
labors of the year, wo confidently hopo and be-
liove that something has been done towaid that con.

summation su greatly to be desired, when good farming
shall be the rule, and bad the exception, throughout
*¢ this Canada of ours.”

The performance of this year, may o taken as pro-
gramme and promiso for the year to coms. The
samo aims will be kept steadily in view, and equally
strenuous cfforts put forth to attain them.  Substan-
tially, the same able staff of writers will continue to
enrich these columns with the productions of their
minds and pens.  We trust the publicinterest in this
journal will increase ; that thoso who derive benelit
from a perusal of its pages, will endeavor to induce
their neighdy ry to become subseribers also ; and that
thus the list of our patrons and readers will be greatly
enlarged.  Aud, in conclusion, we have to request
that we may bo favored with more communications
from actual farmers, that our columns may bo richer
in the results of expericncoe obtained in the various
ficlds of practical husbandry.

The §40.600 Cow Again,

After all, there is no such animal. Mr, Pavin
Davies doesn’t hold the ““champion bLelt” among
Short-horn men.  Ingland cannot boast possessien
of the costlicst cow in the world. The wondrous
anmnal remains, at depreciated value, in the United
States. Fashionable Short-horn blood has gone down
in the market twenty-five per cent.

The facts are Lniefly these : It was well known at
the tune of the great sale, that Mr. Pavin Davies'
agent, Mr. Kello, had greatly excecded his price
Iimit, in bidding the cnormous figure at which the
$th Duchess of Geneva was knocked down to him.
Amid the mad whirl of excitement, he scems to have
become completely mystified as to the relative value
of dollars and pounds. A doubt was intimated very
soon, both by cable despatches and the London papers,
whether the purchase made under these circumn-
stances, would be concluded. It no¥ appears, that
after Mr. Kello had returned to England, and fully
reported the affair to Mr. Dawvies, that gentleman
wrote Mr. Campbell, stating facts which would ren-
der 1t extremely inconvenient for him to consum-
mate the purchase, and requesting lum to sell the
high-priced cow to the best advantage, on hisaccount.
The result has been that Col. Morns, of Fordham,
N. Y., has become owner of tho animal, at the same
price as was paid by Lord Skelmersdalo for the st
Duchess of OUneida, viz.: §30,600. Thus it would
secem that Mr. Pavin Davies loses §10,000 on tho cow
transaction, beside interest, and the expenses of his
agent, who bought nothing for lum except the cow,
now re-sold.

We cannot but think that Mr. Davies has acted
unwisely for his own interest. The purchase made
m Ing behali, though at a very high figure, was not
so much Ingher than some other prices given at *‘the
great sale of the century,” as to preclude the hope of
ultimate gain. It must not be forgotten, that this
cow’s last calf, only five months old, brought $27,-
000 at the same sale. Moreover, the cow was 1n calf
to a pure Duchess bull that sold for §12,000. Sup-
pose tho Sth Duchess to have arrived safely in Glou-
cestershire, to do well with the calf she now carnes,
and to hive and breed for several years to come;
would she not have proved a httle fortune to her
'owncr? As the purest and most valuable Duchess
cow 1n existunce, not only would her progeny have
brought the top prices 1n the Short horn market, but
her presencein Mr. Davies’ herd, would have stamped
it with a character and prestige that would have at-
tracted buyers from all parts of the world, and thus
proved indrectly, as well as directly, profitable. Of
coursc, thero would have been s certain amount of
risk in closing the purchase, but 1t 13 just such risk
as 8 being constantly runm the mercantile world,
and 1t 13 as true n the Short-horn ring as 1t 15 in the
mart of commerce. * NOTRING VENTURE, NOTHING
wiN,”

National Short-horn Broeders' Association.

Thesccond annual meeting of the above body was held
at Cincinnati, Dec. 3rd. There was a falr attendance
from Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana, wath a scattering
representation from the other States and Canada,
The President, Dr. A. C. Stevenson, of Greencastle,
Ind., read an opening address, which was largely
occupied with matters of local interest, and alluded
but mcidentally to questions that might possibly
ariso for discussion There were several essays on
the programme, on as many topics connected with
Short-horn breeding, but several of ths cssayists
failed to appear.  Dr. Sprague, of Iowa, read one on
the ¢ Conformation, contour and color of Short.
horns,” which seems to have been an able production,
and cheited somo discussion, especially on the subject
of color  The general opipion seemed to be that a
meretricious value was being attached to reds, and
that, as a rule, roans were preferable, while very fino
animals were often white. Some one objecting that
whites wero tender and did not winter well, a
Kentucky breeder asked why the Almighty had
placed white bears in the Polar regivny, if white was
not & hardy color. Prof. Miles, of the Michigan
Agricultural College, read a paper on ¢ In-breeding, *
shasiing that closo breeding had been resorted to
with good cffect in some cases, and for a generation
or two, particular characteristics being thus fixed, but
arguing that the practice could not be carried far, or
continned long, without deterioration. ‘I'he matter
was fully discussed, and general concurrence in
tho Professor's views was brought out.

A valuable paper was read by tho President on
¢ Breeding of Short-horns for beef and milk,” to
which we may perhaps advert more fully hereafter.
'The New York Mills sale was rather sharply criti-
cised in a paper by Mr. A. S. Matthews, of West
Virginia, which led to a sharp debate, and a motion
to suppress the paper from the transactions of tho
association, and also from publicity theough the press,
which was carried, unfortunately, as we think, since
the courie taken scemed to betray fear of frec specch
and fair criticism, The old-tim. controversy about
the Herd-book was renewed, Mr. Bedford, of Ken-
tucky moving a resolution providing “* that in record-
ing anumals in the American Herd-book, no animal
should be admitted that does not trace its ancestry
on both sides to imported Short-horns.” After a
long and hot debate, this resolution was carried by a
vote of 34 to 28, many members having left for homo
before the vote was taken. In view of this, and of
the transparent absurdity of 34 men out of the 1,000
or 1,200 Short-horn breeders on this continent assum-
ing to pass such a rule, the matter was subsequently
re-considered, and laid on the table. The Hon. D.
Christie represented the breeders of the Dominion,
and acted as delegate from the Provincial Board of
Agriculture, at this meeting. The Association is to
meet next year at Springtield, IN.

Proceedings of the N.Y. State Dairymen's Asso-
ciation.

‘The winter meeting of this association was held at
Sinclearville, Chautauqua Co. on the 10th and 1lth
instants. The occasion called together an unusually
intelligent assemblage of farmers, that illed the larg-
est hall the place could afford, inspite of mud, and
almost constant rain, and a railroad accident besides.
The wisdom of the cxecutive board in holding its
convention in & new locality was verified in the result
of this mecting. It carried profitable discussion into
a remote wing of tho stuce, and called intd®activity a
new class of minds that, once awakened, will push
investigations further. It is to be hoped that similar
associations will profit by this example. The session
was opened by an address by President H. A, Wil.
lard. Mr. W. took a hasty glance at the condition of
the dairy intereat of the Stato. Two months’ drought



