176

THE CANADA FARMER.

BIAY ] .

peghay

simply by their own weight and that of the pulleys
attachied to their axles, would eonstantly remain an
their proprr pasitions, but rise aml fall with llw’
jarring of the twplement, capecially on rough groumd

To obviate theso diflicultics, another improvement
hins recently been made, viz., the friction surfaces of
tho fron! rollers are now about 2% or Jinches in from
tho outer circumference, i. ¢., the diameter of the
roller proper is between b and 6 inches greater than
that of the portion of it which comes against and
drives the seed pulley.  And again, short iron levers
with heavy licads are so adjusted, one at each
seed-box, that they keep the canisters invamably
in their places, whatever the nature of the ground
may be.” We might rention that an implement
constructed on this last principle took the first
rizes at the Provincial, Central, and Weatem Fair,
ast year.

Grasses and Fovage Crops.

Turnip Culture.

It might rcasonably be supposed that, at this tune
of day, argumentin favor of a turmp crop, was
quio unnecessary. But the publicis a dull scholar,
needing much and frequent instruction  The factas
patent, that comparatively few of our farmers raise
this valuablo root, while a still smaller number
understand what they aroabout, so a8 to do 1t well
Tho majority of Canadian farmaare still innocent of
2 turnip field ; and where such a thingis to be found,
it is, in many cases, sobadly cultivated that it might
almost as well be wanting altogether.  Nevertheless,
tl.uere are those who appreciate the turnip crop, and
know right well how to grow it.  We are happy to
believo that this class of farmers is on the increase.
‘Thoy aro to he found chiefly in those parts of the
country in which intelligent British farmers have
scttled. Having witnessed tho excellent effects of
turnip growing in their native land, they have prac-
tised it with like results in the land of their adop-
tion, and have thus disproved theidea entertained by
some, that the climato of this country is not adapted
to this crop. It is remarkable to how smallan ex-
tent the turnip is grown in the United States
Doubtless onc great reason for thiy, 1s the prevalence
of the idea just mentioned  There can be 10 duubt
that the moist and equable climate of Entamas pe-
cuitarly favorable to this crop. Nor need it be
denied, that the summer droughts to which we are
hable, constitute a difficulty, perbapa the greatest we
have to surmount in turnip-growing. But the suc-
czss ot multitudes in all parts of Canada  has been
so marked, that it ought completely to dissipate the
idea that this climate is unsuited to the turnip.
Competitions inatituted by  Agnenltural Soaeties,
have proved that with carciul culture, wm an ondinary
season, from six hundred to one thousand bushels
per acre can be grown, whils examples are un record
of even larger yields baving been obtamed. Ve re-
member an 1mstanco reported mn thas journal seme
years sinee, of a8 Markham farmer who grew, on six
acres of land, 6540 bushels, or 1140 bushels pur acre,
a quantity which at ten cents  per bushel—a moder.
ato valuation—amounted to the handsome sum of
634 dollars.  Whatzomo have done, others nay o
It is matter of regret, not only that turnip-gruwing
is 80 infrequent, but thatitissosectional  Thereare
localities where this crop receives.n farr share of
attention. winle there are many ware, equally suit
able, where it is lost sight of altogether  In view of
the present state of sgriculture m this country, we
know of nothing 90 likely to promote unprovement
as turmp-growing. It has well nigh revolutionized
British Agriculture  Mr J C. Morton, a very high
authority, says, ‘Had the turmp continued to be
what 1t ongmall{ was, 2 mere garden plant, culti-
vated only for culinary purposes, it is no oxaggers-
tion to say that Britain would not have occupied the
high poe:tion she now enpjoys among the mnations

ot the earth, whether 88 regards agnculture or com-

merce.”  ‘lurnip growing would be as lifo from the
dead, to onr cxhausted lands, and 1ts general adop-
tinn wonlit mark a new era in the history of Cana-
dian agriculture

Advantages of the Turnip Crop.

Turmps in Britain have superseded the old fashioned
sumner fallow, and for this reason are often called
a fallow erop.  What an immense gain there must
ben permatting no land to be wdle.  Experienco has
shawn that 1t 13 highly alvautageous to raise altemn-
ately adeep-rooted plant hike the turnip, and a sur-
face-rooted crop hike wheat and other grains.  The
deep-rooted plants draw up from the lower strata of
thesail valuable nutviment. and leave a portion of it
on the surface, where it can readily be reached by
the ghallow-routed plants.  Morevver the broad tur.
mip leaf attracts and alsorhs mostuve and fertilizing
material from the atmosphore, which it returns to
the land alone with the nutriment vhtained from the
sub-soil, in the form of manare.  The clean and lugh
culture necessary to thus crop, ruls the soil of weeds,
and leaves 1t well mellowed, nch and in the best
posaiblecondition far & gram cvop  Turnips furnish
a weleome, wholestane, nounslung. green fuod for
atuck at & tune vt year whea there s nothing clse of
the hind to be bl Growung stock wall o better
on straw an.t turmps, than on hay alone  The man-
wrial value of the stiaw is greatly wereased thus,
while i3 decomapisition s hastened by the peetie
acud oi the turmp  Hence to mux turmps and
straw 13 an oxcellent method of feedmg, It is not
the least advantage of this crop, that it may be
attended to after the huny of tho spring’s work is
over. Our season s a hurried and shortone.  Swede
turmps do well put in in the middle or Jatter part of
June, and the white varietics in July  Wesay then
to all our farmingreaders, do not il to put in some
turnips. .\ small patch is better than none.  Who
cannot, if sqinclmed, prepare and sow at least one
acre? Should that yield but six hundred bushels,
it will suflice to feed three milch cows, or other c¢at.
tle, 2 bushel per day from the 1st. of December to
the lastof May Orit will furnish lhalf the quan.
tity to donble the number of animals, A single
trial will decide any sensible farmer never again to
nuss the opportumty of raising this valuable voot.

8oll and Preparation.

Txcellent returns may be obtamed from newly
cleared land.  On this the sced must of course be
sown broad-cast, the mature of the caso preventing
drill-ealture  Loosening the suil with o drag, snd
harrowing in the seed with brush, coustitute the
wnhole process of putting m tae crop on new land
In the case of obder bidd, vory thorough preparation
ignecessary  The turnip will grow i any gosd swl,
but a mellow, wdl-pulvenzed loam susts 1t best.
Lud  mtended for this crop, should  he decply
ploughed the previens fall, and eithor thoroughly
ealtivated, or ve plaghed e the spring. A Liberal
application of manure should be goen.  Thero 13
nothing butter for this crop than common bharn-
yard manure, whieh should be thrown together at
least & month or ¢ix weehs before it is put on
the land, a9 the turmsp Likes well-fermented dung,
*hot amd strony, as the phrase 15, among farmers
and gardeners . When at can e <o managed, we
hehieve 1t 19 proferable to have a goud supply of tho-
toughly rotted manure fur this crop, and to add an
artiicial stiwulant when the seed s dnlledin.  Bone-
dust, super-phosphate of line, and guano are exeel
lent for this purpose  The land having been duly
mellowed by ploughing or cultivating, ridges should
bo thrown up ahout two fect apart, and lightly flat-
tened down by rolling, to facilitate the sowing of the
seed  Smne farmers advocate flat culture of the tur-
nip, but the ridge system is certamnly preferable.
It provides a decper Led of soil for the turnip
root than can be had on tho general level of the
field ; admits of stirring the soil for the destruction

of weeds before tho turnip plants are well up; ant
facilitates tho process of thinning out. It is a good
plan, if there e time, to let the ridges remamn a few
days after they are fist made, and then spht themn
witha double mold-board plough, just before the
secd is putin. Dy this means many weeds that have
begun togros are killed, anad the suilia rendered mel.
low,

Goeding.

There aroseveral saricties of the turmp.  The
Improved Purple-top, Skirvings, Laing's, Matson's
King of Swedes, and Sharpe’s Improved, are all good
kinds,  Skirving's tumnip belongs to tho tankard
class, and israther apt togrow long and very much out
of the ground.  Laing'sis = good, firm, vound turnip,
but is thought by many te yillless heavily to the
acre than some others.  Sharpe's Improved has
acqumtted itself as one of the very best in turnip
matches that have come off in the County of Wel.
lington. The Yellow Aberdeen and Whate Globe
may be sown somewhat Iater than the Swedes,
Thoy ave useful to re-sow patches that have failed,
but will not keep through the winter as the Swedes
do. The quantity of sced per acre 13 froma pound
and a-half to two pounds, It 13 well not to stint the
seed, as 1t 1s cheap, andat 13 casier to thm ont the
plants, thanto fill gaps  Sewing by hand isa tedious
affair, especially when a large breadth 1s to he putn,
and therefore it 18 advisable to make use of o seed-
drill  Tlis 13 not o costly impleraent, and 13 a great
economist of time and labor

After Culture,

No sooner is the seed fairly in the ground, than
the fight with weeds begins, A great advantage will
be gained over them by cultivating between and
along the tidges, while tho turnip plants are small,
and cven before they are up, it being of the greatest
importance to prevent the weeds getting a stait.  So
soonas the young plants are of sufficient size, the
operation of thinning, oras it is sometimes called,
“‘singling” them, shoull be performed. Itis s very
common mistake to defer this too long.  When the
plants have leaves that measure an inch azross, thin-
ing should be commenced. ‘This 13 usaally done
with ar eight or mme inch hoe, in the uwae of
which, with a little practice, gne becomes quite ex-
pert, 3o as to go over the ground very rapidly.  But
the best method, and that practised by the ost
intclligent agriculturists in Britain, is hand thinning.
It is somewhat slower than thinning with tho hoe,
but it does not loosen and lay the young plants, aud
1t gives opportuuty to select the best and strongest
oncsfor acrop  The way to do it is this, at every
proper distance for a plant to be Ieft, a good sized
vpe iv laid hold of with the Jeft hand, whde the nght
suvizes aml pulls vut thuse that are nnnecessary. This
worh 18 largely done m the old country, by
children, so that the expense of it is tnfling.  Any
farmet with a large fauuly of boys and guls, will tind
lus account m letting them do this yjob.  Hand thm-
ing will not dispense altogether with the use of the
hoe  Soow after it has been performed, it is needful
#0 go over the ground with the hye, for the final ex-
termination of all weeds. With favorable weather,
the young plants now thinned and cleaned, make
rapud growth, quickly covering and shading the land
with their broad leaves and requiring no turther at-
tention untl the dose of the seagon.

The Turnip Fly

‘This insect pest is a great source of myury and logs
to the turnip crop. It attacks the young plants, 1
the “brairding” or springing stage, deserting them
when far enough advanced for the rough leaves to
form. Various expedicnts have becn resorted to,
with a view of preventing the depredations of thus
insect.  Steeping tho sced in oil and afterwards
dusting it with sulphur before sowing, has been found
of use. Fresh lime thinly strewn along the rows of
the young plants, 13 a stll more effectual remedy.



